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County  Borough 


of  Dewsbury. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1913. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1913. 


Estimated  mean  population  ...  ...  ...  53,856 

Area  in  acres  (excluding  inland  water)  ...  ...  6,597 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  23-4 

Net  death  rate  at  all  ages  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  16-8 

Infantile  mortality  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  131 -6 

Death  rate  per  1,000  living  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 

diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *85 

Tubercular  (all  forms)  death  rate  per  1,000  living  ...  1-26 

Consumption  death  rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  1*02 

Respiratory  death  rate  (excluding  consumption)  per  1,000 
living 

Excess  of  registered  births  over  net  deaths  ...  ...  354 
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Section  I. — Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  year  by  year  matter  under  this 
Section  which  has  not  undergone  any  appreciable  change ; I shall, 
therefore,  only  briefly  refer  to  those  items  in  which  there  has  been 
some  alteration  in  detail,  though  it  must  not  be  overlooked  that  the 
year  1913  is  memorable  in  the  history  of  Dewsbury  as  the  one  in 
which  the  Borough  attained  the  status  of  a County  Borough. 

Rateable  Value. — The  rateable  value  for  1913-14  is — 

For  Borough  Rate  ...  ...  £254,360  7s.  7d. 

For  District  Rate  ...  ...  £233,913  13s.  lOd. 


The  above  amounts  are  an  increase  of  £373  15s.  10d.,  and  £904 
respectively  over  those  for  the  previous  year. 


The  total  rates  for  year  ending  March  31st, 
Dewsbury  (Old  Borough) 
Ravensthorpe 
Soothill  Nether 
Soothill  Upper 
Thornhill  ... 


1914,  are — 

9s.  6d. 
...  6s.  4d. 

8s.  4d. 
...  7s.  Od. 

...  6s.  lOd. 


The  rates  for  the  Old  Borough  were  increased  by  8d.,  and  those 
for  Soothill  Nether  4d.,  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
other  portions  of  the  Borough  showed  no  increase. 


Poor  Law  Relief. — The  amount  of  out-relief  expended  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1913,  amounted  to 
£1,339  17s.  5d.,  a decrease  of  £265  2s.  7d.  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

The  Dewsbury  and  District  General  Infirmary  contributes 
largely  to  the  welfare  of  the  town.  The  expenses  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1913,  amounted  to  £3,388  8s.  3d.  It  is  maintained 
by  voluntary  subscriptions  and  endowments.  The  amount  of  work 
done  is  shown  by  the  following  figures,  which  are  taken  from  the 
annual  report  of  that  Institution. 


In-Patients. 

On  the  books  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 

Admitted  during  the  year 

Discharged — Cured  or  Relieved 

Died  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

Remaining  on  the  Books 

Daily  average  number  of  In-Patients 


40 

737 

690 

52 

35 

33 
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Out-Patients. 

Admitted  duriDg  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1271 

Attendance  at  the  Dispensary  ...  ...  ...  ...  7190 

Casualties  and  Accidents. 

Casualties  and  Accidents  ..  ...  ...  ...  1310 

Attendances  at  the  Casualty  Ward  ...  ...  ...  12196 

Special  Department  (X  Rays). 

Number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  ...  ...  10 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 


Dental  Department. 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Wards,  &c.  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Out-patients’  Department  ...  733 

Total  number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  753 


Major 

Minor 

Major,  Dental 
Casualty 


Operations. 

90 

• ••  •••  •••  •••  \J 

...  ...  ...  ...  3 1 3 

90 

...  ...  ...  ...  V 

51 

. * ...  ...  ..  X 


Total  number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  ...  ...  1151 

Do.  do.  since  the  foundation  159,986 

The  Board  have  expended  money  in  furthering  the  work  of  the 
Infirmary,  and  particularly  in  the  X-Rays  Department,  which  now 
is  one  of  the  most  efficient  in  the  county.  This  is  of  inestimable 
value,  both  for  the  purposes  of  diagnosis  and  treatment. 

The  Dewsbury  and  District  Nursing  Association. — The 
aim  of  the  Dewsbury  and  District  Nursing  Association  is  to  provide 
trained  Nurses  to  attend  the  sick  poor  in  their  own  homes,  and  to 
endeavour  when  possible,  to  instruct  the  patients  and  their  friends 
in  the  elementary  rules  of  hygiene  and  the  proper  ordering  of  a sick 
room. 

The  Association  has  been  in  existence  for  a considerable  number 
of  years,  and  in  July,  1907,  became  affiliated  with  the  Queen  Victoria 
Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses.  Since  that  time  the  work  has  made 
steady  progress,  and  in  July,  1912,  in  consequence  of  an  application 
for  a Nurse  for  Thornhill  and  Ravensthorpe,  these  two  districts  were 
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included  in  the  area  covered  by  the  Association,  i.e.,  the  whole  of 
the  extended  Borough  of  Dewsbury  (with  the  exception  of  Whitley) 
and  also  Hanging  Heaton,  which  was  allotted  to  Batley. 

The  Association  now  employs  four  Nurses,  three  of  whom  are 
supported  by  the  income  from  the  Cardwell  Bequest  and  an  annual 
graut  by  the  Trustees  of  the  John  Harrison  Charity.  The  fourth  is 
entirely  supported  by  subscriptions  from  Thornhill  and  Ravensthorpe 
and  private  sources.  There  is  no  fixed  charge  for  the  Nurses 
services,  but  the  Committee  welcome  any  donation  from  patients  as 
a proof  of  their  appreciation  of  the  benefits  they  have  received. 

During  the  year  1913  the  Nurses  have  attended  438  patients, 
the  total  number  of  visits  being  11,294. 

Donations  from  patients  during  the  same  period  amounted  to 
£18  5s.  6d. 

The  services  of  the  Nurses  are  open  to  all,  irrespective  of  creed. 
The  Nurse  may  not  interfere  with  the  religious  opinions  of  her 
patients,  and  she  is  expected  to  inform  the  Clergyman  or  Minister 
when  any  case  of  sickness  is  brought  to  her  notice. 

Area  of  the  Borough. — The  area  of  the  Borough  is  6,720 
acres. 


The  areas  of  the  several  districts  are  as  follows  : — 


Dewsbury  (Old  Borough) 

• • • 

...  1,470 

acres 

Ravensthorpe 

• • • 

372 

y y 

Soothill  Upper  (part) 

^ . • 

709 

y y 

Soothill  Nether 

• • • 

562 

y y 

Thornhill 

• • • 

...  3,607 

y y 

Total 

• • • 

6,720 

y j 

Population  of  the  Borough. — The  Census  population  in  1911 
was  53,351.  The  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year 
1913  was  53,856,  an  increase  of  226  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  in  each  area 
when  the  census  was  taken  in  1901  and  in  1911,  and  in  the  latter 
year  the  number  of  each  sex. 
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Locality. 

Populations. 

1901. 

1911. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

Male. 

Female. 

Dewsbury  (Old  Borough) 

28060 

27781 

13050 

14731 

Ravensthorpe 

5699 

6376 

3042 

3334 

Soothill  Nether 

5552 

5726 

2654 

3072 

Soothill  Upper  (part) 

1645 

2165 

1061 

1104 

Thornhill 

10290 

11303 

5460 

5843 

Totals 

51246 

53351 

25267 

28084 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  populations  of  the 
several  areas  of  the  Borough  at  the  middle  of  the  years  1911,  1912 
and  1913. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Dewsbury  (Old  Borough)  ... 

27,777 

27,761 

27,718 

Ravensthorpe 

6,394 

6,460 

6,540 

Soothills 

7,910 

7,980 

8,060 

Thornhill 

11,330 

11,429 

11,538 

Totals 

53,411 

53,630 

53,856 

The  above  estimated  populations  are  calculated  as  follows  : — 
Add  to  the  population  of  the  district  as  enumerated  at  the  1911 
census,  the  product  of  the  increase  of  population  in  the  last  inter- 
censal  period  and  the  factor  for  the  specific  year.  In  the  case  of  a 
decreasing  population,  the  product  of  the  intercensal  decrease 
multiplied  by  the  factor  is  deducted  from  the  1911  census 
enumeration. 

The  factor  for  the  year  1913  was  ‘23960799. 

Natural  Increase  op  Population. — The  natural  increase  of 
population  is  the  excess  of  the  number  of  births  over  the  number  of 
deaths,  and  is  shown  for  the  past  three  years  for  the  several  areas, 
as  follows  : — 


Year. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Total. 

Dewsbury 

102 

132 

154 

388 

Ravensthorpe  ... 

23 

50 

46 

119 

Soothills 

52 

71 

69 

192 

Thornhill 

49 

118 

85 

252 

Totals 

226 

371 

354 

951 
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Density  of  Population. — The  density  of  the  several  areas  at 
the  time  the  census  was  taken  in  1901  and  in  1912  and  1913  are 
shown  in  the  following  table. 

(The  area  covered  by  water  is  excluded  in  the  calculations). 


Number  of  Persons 
per  Acre. 


1901. 

1912. 

1913. 

Dewsbury  (Old  Borough) 

19-3 

492 

18-5 

Ravensthorpe 

15-9 

18 

18-2 

Soothill  Nether 

Soothill  Upper  (part) 

99 

2 3 

6-2 

6-3 

Thornhill 

2-8 

3 2 

3*26 

Whole  Area 

7-7 

8-1 

8-1 

Section  II. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

A. — Water  Supply. — There  are  two  sources  of  public  supply. 
The  whole  Borough,  except  the  Thornhill  wards  and  that  portion  of 
Soothill  Upper  which  was  added  to  the  Old  Borough  in  1910,  is 
supplied  by  the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Waterworks  Board. 
That  portion  of  Soothill  Upper  mentioned  and  Thornhill  are  supplied 
from  the  Halifax  Waterworks,  though  in  case  of  emergency  they  can 
be  connected  up  with  the  Dewsbury  mains.  The  gathering  grounds 
of  the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Waterworks  are  situate  among 
the  lofty  hills  in  the  parish  of  Penistoue,  distant,  measured  in  a 
direct  line,  about  15  miles  from  Dewsbury.  The  gathering  ground 
has  an  area  of  2,488  acres,  and  is  entirely  moorland.  The  surface 
soil  is  peaty,  and  the  vegetation  chiefly  heather,  moss,  and  rough 
pasture  grass.  The  bulk  of  the  water  draining  into  the  reservoirs  is 
surface  water,  as  the  slopes  of  the  hills  are  abrupt  and  the  drainage 
good. 

The  total  storage  capacity  available  for  supply  to  the  towns  is 
482,863,526  gallons.  The  total  capacity,  compensation  and  storage, 
is  722,046,358  gallons.  The  water  is  conveyed  to  the  Borough 
through  a conduit  of  brickwork  and  cast-iron,  having  a total  length 
of  about  20  miles. 

The  water  in  its  natural  state  has  a strong  plumbo-solvent 
action.  To  counteract  this  action  it  is  treated  with  chalk.  A special 
plant  is  in  use  whereby  the  addition  of  chalk  is  continuous,  and  the 
results  have  been  satisfactory. 
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Samples  of  water  have  been  examined  quantitatively  for  lead 
on  behalf  of  the  Corporation.  The  samples  have  been  taken  from 
the  same  bouses  time  after  time  for  the  purposes  of  comparison,  and 
before  treatment  was  in  vogue  the  samples  taken  from  these  same 
houses  contained  lead  in  much  greater  amounts,  viz.,  such  dangerous 
quantities  as  y1^,  , yg,  grains  per  gallon. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  found  during  1913  : — 


A — Water  standing  in  pipes  all  night. 


Dates  when  samples  were  taken. 

Feb.  10/13. 

Aug.  22/13. 

Dec.  30/13. 

3,  Alfred  Place 

l 

5 0 

l 

40 

0 

5,  Hope  Street 

1 

3 0 

1 

2 5 

l 

2U 

2,  Halliley  Street  .. 

1 

20 

1 

40 

1 

100 

67,  Hanover  Street 

1 

40 

1 

50 

0 

B — Water  standing  in  pipes  balf-an-hour. 


3,  Alfred  Place 

0 

i 

5^0 

0 

5,  Hope  Street 

0 

1 

5 0 

1 

ST) 

2,  Halliley  Street  ... 

0 

0 

0 

67,  Hanover  Street 

0 

1 

5 0 

0 

Samples  of  water,  both  treated  and  untreated,  have  been 
analysed  on  behalf  of  the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Water- 
works Board.  In  January,  1913,  the  analyst  remarked  in  his  report, 
“On  bright  lead  sheeting,  the  action  of  the  Town  Hall,  viz.:  treated 
water,  was  negligible,”  and  again  a year  later,  “As  this  Town  Hall 
or  treated  water  has  no  action  at  all  on  bright  lead  surfaces  it  is 
extremely  satisfactory.” 

The  following  is  the  latest  report  on  the  analysis  of  two  samples 
taken  the  same  day,  one  being  untreated  water  taken  at  the 
Broadstone  Reservoir,  and  the  other,  treated  water  taken  from  the 


Town  Hall  service  pipe. 

Results  shown  in 

U ntreated 

Treated 

grains  per  gallon. 

Water. 

Water. 

Total  solid  matters 

...  50 

5-0 

Chlorine  (combined) 

•6 

•6 

Nitrites 

0 

0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0 

0 

Free  Ammonia 

•0070 

•0028 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

•0007 

•0014 

Lead 

0 

0 

Total  hardness  (Clarke’s  scale) 

...  2-0 

3-0 

Action  on  lead 

none. 

“ These  are  both  waters  of  the  highest  organic  purity.” 
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The  supply  of  water  throughout  the  year  has  been  adequate  and 
constant. 

Filtration  and  deration  of  Swimming  Bath  Water. — In 
my  last  Annual  Report  I stated  that  a plant  had  been  put  down  at 
the  Baths,  whereby  the  water  in  the  baths  could  be  constantly 
passed  through  filters,  and  also  aerated  by  pumping  of  air  under 
pressure  into  the  water  after  it  bad  left  the  filter  bed.  The  plant 
has  been  in  use  throughout  the  year  and  has  resulted  in  a con- 
siderable  economy  in  water  and  in  coal,  and  based  upon  the  last 
nine  months  of  the  year  s experience,  it  is  estimated  that  the  total 
cost  will  be  lecouped  in  six  years,  for  in  addition  to  the  general 

expenses  being  reduced,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  actual 
takings. 

Duiing  the  summer  months,  when  the  two  baths  are  in  use,  the 
whole  of  the  water  is  pumped  through  the  plant  1±  times  a day  ; 
during  the  winter  months,  when  only  one  bath  is  in  use,  the  water 
passes  through  the  plant  twice  a day. 

The  filters  are  washed  out  daily  during  the  summer  and  some- 
times twice,  and  twice  a week  during  the  winter. 

The  capacity  of  each  bath  is  50,000  gallons,  and  a certain 
amount  of  fresh  water  from  the  mains  is  added  to  make  up  for  loss, 
e.g.,  when  the  filter  is  washed  out.  About  9,492  gallons  per  week  of 
fresh  water  are  added  to  each  bath  during  the  summer,  and  half 
this  quantity  to  the  bath  in  use  during  the  winter. 

. The  water  remains  clear  and  bright,  and  a copper  coin  can 
easily  be  detected  at  the  bottom  of  the  bath  at  the  deep  end,  whereas 

foimerly  a human  body  could  have  been  lost  sight  of  in  deep  water 
at  times. 

On  October  1st,  I took  three  samples  of  water  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

Sample  1 was  Town  s water  ont  of  the  service  pipe,  viz  • 

watei  which  had  not  been  put  to  any  use. 

Sample  2 was  water  taken  out  of  the  swimming  bath 

Sample  3 was  water  taken  from  the  supply  pipe  to  the 
bath,  after  having  passed  through  the  filtration  plant. 
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The  results  found  on  examination  were  as  follows  : — 


Sample  1. 

Sample  2. 

Sample  3. 

Bacterial  Content. — Average 
number  developing  in 

1 c.c.  on 

(a)  Gelatine  plates  incub- 
ated at  20°  c.  for  3 
days 

30 

70 

1 

(. b ) Agar  plates  incubated 
at  37°  c.  for  3 days 

10 

20,000 

16,000 

Bacillus  coli  (intestinal 
organisms) 

Present  in 
5 c.c.  and 
upwards 

Present  in 
5 c.c.  and 
upwards 

Present  in 
5 c.c.  and 
upwards 

B-enteritidis  sporogenes 

Absent  in  5 
or  10  c.c. 

Absent  in  5 
or  10  c.c. 

Absent  in  5 
or  10  c.c. 

Streptococci  ... 

Present  in 
30  c.c.  and 
upwards 

Present  in 
5 c.c.  and 
upwards 

Absent  in 
30  c.c. 

When  the  bacteriology  of  a water  is  being  considered,  the  type 
as  well  as  number  are  taken  into  consideration.  The  bacillus  coli, 
the  bacillus  enteritidis  sporogenes  and  streptococci,  are  the  import- 
ant ones,  and  the  numbers  of  these  shown  in  the  analyses  are  not 
sufficient  to  indicate  dangerous  pollution. 

To  the  uninitiated  the  numbers  of  organisms  developed  on  agar 
plates  will  seem  high.  These  organisms  were  of  a harmless  nature. 

Early  in  January  of  this  year  I took  another  sample  of  water 
from  out  of  the  swimming  bath  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
the  following  is  the  result : — 

Bacterial  content  : 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  in  1 c.c.  on 

(a)  Gelatine  plates  incubated  at  20°  c.  for  three  days  = 25 

(b)  Agar  plates  incubated  at  37°  c.  for  three  days  = 50 

Bacillus  Coli  ...  ..,  ...  present  in  1 c.c. 

Bacillus  enteritidis  sporogenes  ...  absent  in  5 or  10  c.c. 
Streptococci  ...  ...  ...  present  in  5 c.c. 
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The  bacterial  content  was  very  low,  and  although  the  bacillus! 
coli  and  streptococci  were  present  in  smaller  quantities  of  water! 
than  one  would  expect  in  a drinkable  water,  they  were  not  present 
in  sufficient  quantity  to  indicate  dangerous  pollution  in  bath  water.  ! 

The  scheme  may  reasonably  be  said  to  be  a distinct  success, 
bathers  have  got  what  they  have  been  asking  for,  viz.: — a clean 
water,  and  although  it  has  been  in  use  a considerable  time,  it  is  a 
safe  water.  Examination  of  the  water  will  be  constantly  made  in 
order  to  ensure  satisfactory  conditions. 

B. — Rivers  and  Streams. — There  is  a pollution  of  the  river 
and  its  tributaries  both  within  the  Borough  and  before  they  reach 
the  Borough,  the  chief  source  being  manufacturers’  effluents.  Some 
factory  effluents  are  turned  into  the  streams  without  any  preliminary 
treatment,  and  some  are  partly  treated.  The  question  of  treatment 
of  all  manufacturers’  effluents  by  the  Local  Authority  is  under 
consideration. 

Under  this  Section  I stated  last  year  that  the  level  of  the  water 
in  the  Ravensthorpe  Canker  Dyke  was  artificially  raised  by  two 
pent-stocks  placed  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  for  the  convenience  of 
two  factories.  Representations  have  been  made  by  the  Local 
Authority  to  these  firms  and  one  has  been  removed.  This  was, 
perhaps,  the  more  important  one  of  the  two.  The  lower  one  of  the 
two,  when  down,  and  in  times  of  heavy  rain,  conduces  to  the 
flooding  of  certain  allotment  gardens.  The  firm  contend  they  have 
a right  to  use  this  pent-stock,  but  have  promised  to  so  supervise  it 
that  it  shall  be  raised  when  necessary  so  as  to  obviate  any  flooding 
of  the  gardens. 

C. — Drainage  and  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Dewsbury  sub-area  is  almost  entirely  systematically  sewered, 
rainfall  from  roads  being  excluded.  The  unsewered  parts  are  the 
lower  side  of  Dewsbury  Moor  and  Island  View.  Instructions  have 
been  given  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  to  report  on  the  feasibility  of 
sewering  these  areas.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I have  gone  over 
the  Dewsbury  Moor  area,  along  with  the  Assistant  Surveyor,  and 
pointed  out  all  the  properties  which  we  consider  should  be  able  to 
have  sewer  connection.  I understand  the  report  is  now  ready  for 
the  appropriate  Committee’s  consideration.  It  has  been  stated  that 
on  account  of  levels  the  property  in  Island  View  cannot  be  con- 
nected to  the  sewer  in  Thornhill  Road.  I believe  it  is  many  years 
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since  these  levels  were  taken  and  I would  advise  that  they  be  taken 
again.  Conversion  of  privies  in  these  two  areas  is  in  abeyance  for 
the  above  reason. 

The  Soothill  Upper  sewers  are  joined  up  to  the  Dewsbury 
sewers,  but  part  of  this  area  is  upon  the  conservancy  system. 

Soothill  Nether  is  systematically  sewered,  but  this  area  is 
partly  on  the  conservancy  system. 

Ravensthorpe  is  also  sewered,  the  sewage  gravitates  into  a tank 
sewer  on  the  Ravensthorpe  sewage  disposal  works,  from  which  it  is 
pumped  into  the  precipitation  tanks.  This  area  is  partly  on  the 
conservancy  system. 

Thornhill  sub-area  is  partly  on  the  conservancy  system,  the 
more  thickly  populated  parts  are  sewered,  but  the  hamlets  of 
Whitley  and  Briestfield  have  no  sewerage  system.  The  extension  of 
sewers  in  this  area  has,  I understand,  been  held  in  abeyance  until 
the  Thornhill  Sewage  Works  at  Smithy  Brook  were  put  into  a 
satisfactory  condition.  The  works  have  now  been  made  satisfactory 
so  the  sewer  extension  can  go  forward.  I hope  this  extension  will 
include  Briestfield  and  Whitley,  two  hamlets  which  have  at  present 
no  system  of  sewerage  at  all. 

The  conservancy  system  is  being  diminished  in  each  area,  by 
the  abolition  of  privies  and  the  substitution  of  water  closets.  This 
is  dealt  with  in  the  next  sub-section. 

Special  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  sub-soil  drains  of  property 
both  new  and  old.  It  has  evidently  been  the  custom  to  connect  the 
sub-soil  drain  direct  to  the  sewer  without  any  intervening  trap ; in 
some  cases  this  drain  has  connected  into  it  a branch  from  the  cellar 
floor  without  any  trap,  in  other  cases  the  sub-soil  drain  itself  opens 
directly  into  the  cellar  and  flush  with  the  floor.  The  Building 
Inspector  has  been  asked  to  see  to  this  matter  when  dealing  with 
buildings  under  construction. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. — There  are  separate  sewage  disposal 
works  for  Dewsbury,  Soothill  Nether,  Ravensthorpe  and  Thornhill. 

The  Dewsbury  works  are  situate  at  Mitchell  Laithes,  in  a 
sparsely  inhabited  part  of  the  Soothill  Nether  area.  The  Soothill 
Nether  works  adjoin  them.  Thornhill’s  main  works  are  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  some  small  works  are  at  Smithy 
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Brook.  Ravensthorpe  works  are  situate  in  Ravensthorpe,  and  ar< 
on  the  Spen  Beck. 

Ike  Dewsbury  method  of  treatment  is  intermittent  downwarc 
land  filtration.  The  Ravensthorpe  method  of  treatment  is  by 
precipitation  and  land  treatment.  The  Soothill  Nether  method  of 
treatment  is  by  precipitation  and  land  treatment.  The  Thornhill 
(main  works)  method  of  treatment  is  by  precipitation  and  land 
treatment.  Thornhill,  Smithy  Brook  treatment  by  sedimentation 
tanks  and  peicolating  filters,  humus  tank  and  straining  filters. 

Re-arrangement  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works.— I reported 
last  year  that  detailed  plans  for  the  re-construction  of  the  main 
works  at  Mitchell  Laithes  had  been  deposited  with  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  that  the  Council  had  asked  for  sanction  to 
o tain  a loan  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  necessary  works.  This 

sanction  has  been  obtained,  and  I am  told  the  work  will  be  put  in 
hand  during  1914. 

The  work  necessary  to  put  the  Smithy  Brook  sewage  disposal 

works  into  proper  order  has  been  completed  during  the  year,  and 

sewage  treatment  is  now  in  operation  and  giving  very  satisfactory 

results.  J 


D.  Closet  Accommodation.-The  abolition  of  privies  and 
t e substitution  of  water  closets  is  being  carried  out  with  as  much 
dispatch  as  possible.  Where  the  closet  accommodation  has  been 

considered  to  be  inadequate  additional  accommodation  has  been 
provided. 


When  closet  conversion  is  being  done  in  any  area,  or  in 

connection  with  any  particular  property,  this  is  not  the  onlv 

sanitary  amendment  attained,  all  the  other  insanitary  conditions  or 

defects  are  taken  in  hand  at  the  same  time,  ashpits,  drains  and 

gulleys,  unpaved  yard  surfaces,  rainfall  pipes,  eaves,  spouting  etc 
are  examined  and  attended  to.  ’ 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  privies  abolished  and 
waterclcsets  provided,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  during  the  last  four  years.  y 
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43 

49 

12 

15 

3 

2 

58 

66 

1911  

1 

5 

90 

101 

19 

20 

55 

55 

165 

181 

1912  

3 

3 

82 

99 

77 

101 

192 

200 

354 

403 

1913  ... 

4 

31 

62 

56 

107 

113 

85 

98 

*258 

298 

In  addition  to  the  above,  closet  accommodation  was  provided 
and  privy  accommodation  abolished,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Borough  Surveyor’s  Department,  as  follows  : — 

Dews-  Ravens-  Soot-  Thorn- 
bury.  thorpe.  hills,  hill.  Total. 

Water  Closets  provided  for  new  houses  ...  15  33  21  48  117 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  existing  property  7 — — 1 8 

22  33  21  49  125 


In  addition  3 pail  closets  were  provided  at  a Factory  in  Ravens- 
thorpe,  there  being  no  sewer  available. 

Dewsbury.  Ravensthorpe.  Thornhill.  Total. 

Abolition  of  Privies  ...  3 1 8 12 

From  the  above  you  will  see  that  during  the  year  423  water 
closets  were  constructed,  also  3 pail  closets  and  270  privies 
abolished. 


The  following  table  shows  the  closet  accommodation  in  the 
several  areas  of  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Dews- 

bury. 

Ravens- 

thorpe. 

Soothills. 

Thorn- 

hill. 

Totals. 

Midden  Privies  ..  30 

540 

1031 

1325 

2926 

Pail  Closets  26 

131 

6 

8 

171 

Fresh  Water  Closets  5471 

558 

808 

1025 

7862 

Waste  Water  Closets  4 

17 

56 

77 

5531 

1246 

1845 

2414 

11036 

E. — Scavenging-,  etc.—  Street  scavenging,  removal  of  domestic 
refuse,  cleansing  of  closets  (other  than  water  closets)  ashpits  and 
cesspools,  is  carried  out  by  the  Corporation  employees. 
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ry  weather,  before  the  horse-drawn  mechanical  stree 
p is  used,  the  stieets  are  watered,  the  horse-drawn  watering 
3eing  used.  This  is  as  should  be,  as  before  this  system  was 
m V°gUe  clcuds  of  dust  were  raised  by  the  sweeper. 

*ne  belonging  to  houses  are  emptied  weekly,  and  there  is 
a daily  collection  in  the  business  part  of  the  town  of  trade  refuse. 

Fixed  ashpit  accommodation  has  been  entirely  abolished  at  142 
ouses  an  movable  galvanised  iron  receptacles  with  close  fitting 

beir  rem° 7 ’ 1 ^ ^ *ddlti°U  t0  abolished  50  large  ashpits,  36  have 
, 10  61  6 y SUch  amendments  as  reduction  in  size,  raising 

of  floors  and  rendering  the  floors  and  walls  in  cement. 

Pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly. 

as  follows':—  P"V'eS  ^ ^ aShpHS  ^ emPtied  at  variable  times 


every  3 weeks. 
3 


y ) 


> » 


y y 


yy 


yy 


yy 


All  Saints’  Ward 

Trinity  Ward 

St.  John’s  Ward  (Boothroyd  Lane  and 
Westtown)  ...  _ 

St.  John’s  Ward,  (Dewsbury  Moor)  ...  ’ 3 

Savile  Town  (weekly  Sept,  to  Dec.) 

Thornhill  Edge  ®Very  2 Weeks’ 

Thornhill  Lees  ...  __  ” 2 

Soothills  ... 

2 

Ravensthorpe  ” 

» 2 „ 

There  has  been  some  improvement  in  certain  areas  during  th 
past  year  so  far  as  the  emptying  of  ashpits  is  concerned  viz  in  J 
Johns  Ward,  Thornhill  Lees  and  Soothills  At  m ’ St' 

ashpits  in  the  Dawgreen  area  have  been  emptied  w re^"est_the 
August.  Of  course  effective  scavenging  is  a matter  oTmLi8'^ 
money,  and  all  ashp.ts  should  be  emptied  weekly,  especially  ip  S 

Cesspools  are  emptied  at  the  request  of  the  owner  or  „„  • 

of  the  premises,  the  usual  custom  being  for  the  scavenging  staff  to  b" 

no  ,fied  When  they  are  full.  Pour  have  been  emptied,  The  number 
of  times  varying  from  two  to  seven.  lumber 
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Refuse  is  disposed  of  in  tips,  on  the  land  by  farmers  and  at  the 
destructor.  It  is  not  all  disposed  of  locally,  but  some  is  sent  away 
by  rail  to  farms  in  other  districts. 

The  amount  of  refuse  disposed  of  in  the  various  ways  mentioned 
is  as  follows  : — 


Destructor 

Tips 

Local  Farmers  and  Gardeners 
Sent  by  rail  ... 


5,913  tons. 
8,319 
567 
449 


15,248 


The  general  method  of  refuse  disposal  remains  the  same,  though 
it  is  only  fair  to  mention  that,  at  Ravensthorpe,  where  refuse  is 
trenched  into  the  ground  and  covered  over  with  soil,  new  ground  is 
being  used  and  not  the  portion  previously  used  for  the  purpose,  as  I 
stated  two  years  ago.  Complaints  have  been  made  of  soiled  paper 
matter  being  blown  from  tips  and  distributed  over  roads  or  private 
property.  The  proper  method  of  refuse  disposal  is  by  burning,  the 
present  destructor  is  inadequate  and  a new  one  should  be  provided. 

Complaints  have  been  made  of  gritty  particles  being  emitted 
from  the  destructor  chimney  and  deposited  upon  surrounding  streets 
and  buildings.  A nuisance  of  this  description  should  not  arise  from 
a modern  plant,  not  forced. 

F. — Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. — Systematic 
inspections  of  the  Borough  are  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
myself,  both  individually  and  conjointly. 

Article  XX.  (16)  of  the  Board’s  General  Order  of  13th 
December,  1910,  states:  He  (the  Inspector  of  Nusiances)  shall,  as 
soon  as  practicable  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  in  each 
year,  furnish  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  a tabular  statement 
containing  the  following  particulars  : 

(a)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  him  during 
the  year. 

(bj  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  distinguish- 
ing statutory  from  informal  notices. 

(c)  The  result  of  the  service  of  such  notices. 

The  following  is  the  tabular  statement,  which  shows  the 
number  and  nature  of  notices  issued  in  each  area,  whether  under 
the  1875  Act  or  the  1909  (Housing)  Act, 


Number  of  Inspections  of  Houses  and  other  Premises  ... 
Number  of  lie-inspections  of  Houses  and  other  Premises 
Notices  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses  and  other 
Premises 

Number  of  Letters  re  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses  and  ot 
Premises 


NOTICES  SERVED. 


To  abolish  Defective  Privies  ... 

,,  Remove  Foul  Brickwork  and  Soil  from  Privies 
,,  Provide  Water  Closets 

,,  ,,  Light  and  Ventilation  to  Water  Closets 

,,  ,,  Screen  Wall  to  Water  Closets 

,,  ,,  Spouting  to  Water  Closets 

,,  Cleanse  Floor  and  Seat  to  Water  Closets 
,,  Limeevash  Walls  and  Tops  to  Water  Closets 
,,  Repair  Flushing  Apparatus  to  Water  Closets 
,,  Provide  Ventilation  Pipe  to  Water  Closets  ... 

,,  Cleanse  and  Repair  Water  Closets  ... 

,,  Abolish  Foul  Trough  Water  Closets 
,,  Abolish  Defective  Ashpits  ... 

,,  Remove  Foul  Brickwork  and  Soil  from  Ashpits 
,,  Provide  Proper  Ashpits 
,,  ,,  Fastenings  to  Doors  of  Ashpits 

,,  Remove  Ashpit  Door  from  Side  of  Street  ... 

,,  Pave  Surface  in  Front  of  Ashpits  ... 

,,  Provide  Doors  and  Coverings  to  Ashpit 
,,  Repair  Ashpits 
,,  Fill  up  Disused  Well 
,,  Provide  Area  to  Cellar 

,,  Disconnect  House  Sink  Waste  Pipe  from  Drain 
,,  ,,  Fall  Spout  from  Drain... 

,,  Provide  Trapped  Gullies  to  Untrapped  Drains 
,,  ,,  Dishstone  with  Loose  Grate 

,,  Properly  Fix  Dishstones  to  Gullies 

,,  Make  Sink  Waste  Pipe  to  Discharge  on  Top  of  Dishstone 
,,  Repair  Sink  Waste  Pipe  ... 

,,  Fix  S trap  in  Sink  Waste  Pipe 

,,  Remove  Gullies  and  Drains  from  Inside  Houses  and  other 
Premises 

,,  ,,  Soil  Pipe  from  Inside  Houses 

,,  ,,  Defective  Stone  Drain 

,,  Provide  New  Sanitary  Pipe  Drain  ... 

,,  Cleanse  and  Repair  Diain... 

,,  Provide  Eave  and  Fall  Spouts 
,,  Repair  Defective  Spouts  ... 

,,  Provide  House  with  New  Sink  and  Drain  ... 

,,  Remove  Water  from  Cellars 
,,  Repair  Defective  Roofs  to  Houses  ... 

» >»  Walls,  Floors  and  Ceilings  of  Cellar,  Kitchen ’ 

and  Bedrooms... 

, Remove  Boards  around  Sink 
, Cement  Walls  around  Sink 
, Use  Means  to  Obviate  Damp  Walls 
, Provide  or  Make  Windows  to  Open  in  Houses 
, Cleanse  and  Limewash  Ceilings,  Walls,  Floors  and 
Staircases  to  Houses  ... 

, Pave  or  Asphalt  Yards  and  Passage-Ways  to  Houses' 

, Repair  Pavement ... 

, Remove  Refuse  from  Unoccupied  House 
, Fasten  up  Doors  and  Windows  to  Unoccupied  House 
, Open  out  Closed  Fireplace... 

, Cleanse  the  Surface  of  the  Yard  ... 

, Close  Insanitary  Houses  ...  ... 

, Cease  to  Inhabit  Insanitary  Houses 
, Abate  Nuisance  from  Overcrowding 
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NOTICES  SERVED. 

Dewsbury. 

Ravensthorpe. 

Soothill 

Nether. 

Soothill 

Upper. 

Thornhill.  ! 

Total. 

To  Provide  Grate  to  Cellar  Area 

1 

4 

5 

,,  Cleanse  and  Limewash  Walls,  Tops,  Passage-Ways 

and  Workrooms 

9 

10 

4 

3 

26 

,,  Cleanse  and  Limewash  Water  Closets  at  Workroom 

2 

2 

,,  Repair  Water  Closets  at  Workroom 

4 

4 

,,  Provide  More  Efficient  Light  and  Ventilation  to  Workroom... 

1 

3 

2 

6 

,,  ,,  Lavatory  Accommodation ... 

,,  ,,  Ventilated  Intervening  Space  to  Water  Closets 

2 

2 

4 

,,  Repair  Defective  Floors  of  Workshops 

1 

3 

4 

,,  Provide  Additional  and  Separate  Watei-  Closet  Accommo- 

dation 

2 

1 

3 

3 

9 

,,  Prevent  Dust  being  Blown  on  to  Public  Street  and  Houses  ... 

3 

3 

,,  Close  Underground  Bakehouse 

1 

1 

,,  Provide  Pail  Closets 

4 

2 

6 

,,  Repair  or  Provide  Galvanized  Iron  Receptacles 

73 

41 

30 

41 

185 

,,  Abolish  Defective  Urinal  ... 

4 

4 

,,  Provide  New  Urinal 

2 

2 

,,  Provide  Water  Supply  to  Urinal  ... 

2 

5 

7 

,,  Remove  Manure  ... 

18 

19 

5 

42 

,,  , , Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

24 

5 

12 

> 

35 

76 

,,  Abolish  Defective  Manure  Pit 

3 

1 

4 

,,  Provide  Proper  Manure  Pit 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

10 

,,  Remove  Stagnant  Water  ... 

1 

1 

2 

,,  ,,  Animals  Improperly  Kept... 

o 

O 

2 

2 

5 

12 

,,  ,,  Fowl-Houses,  Rabbit-Hutches,  Pigeon-Cotes,  etc.  ... 

1 

3 

2 

7 

13 

,,  ,,  Urine  Tubs 

31 

31 

,,  ,,  Swill  Tubs 

31 

2 

11 

44 

,,  Discontinue  Depositing  Offensive  Matter  on  Streets  or 

in  Street  Gullies 

3 

1 

4 

,,  Prevent  Smoke  Nuisance  ... 

46 

23 

4 

13 

86 

,,  Provide  a Concrete  Floor  to  Fish  Shop 

1 

1 

.,  Limewash  Walls  and  Tops  of  Slaughter  Houses 

87 

6 

15 

12 

43 

163 

,,  Repair  Floor  of  Slaughter  House  ... 

1 

1 

,,  Limewash  Walls  and  Tops  of  Cow  Sheds  ... 

14 

10 

9 

14 

80 

127 

,,  Repair  Floor  and  Provide  Channelling  to  Cow  Sheds 

1 

5 

5 

Totals 

1877  1178 

1290 

370 

1217 

5932 

5932 
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The  actual  number  of  notices  served  was  as  follows  : — 

For  abatement  of  nuisances  ...  •••  Informal  3,267 

and  sanitary  amendments  ...  ...  Statutory  30 

under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

For  bousing  amendments  under  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909  ...  Statutory  440 

The  specific  requirements  respecting  houses  formally  inspected 
under  the  1909  Act,  are  dealt  with  later  under  “ Housing.” 

The  matters  in  hand  at  the  commencement  of  1913,  as  a result 
of  notices  served  during  1912,  have  since  been  complied  with,  except 
those  specifically  mentioned  in  my  last  report  and  which  were  held 
in  abeyance  until  the  question  of  the  Dawgreen  Improvement 
Scheme  was  decided,  and  as  this  is  now  going  forward,  the  notices 
must  be  withdrawn  or  renewed,  as  may  be  found  necessary,  when 
the  details  of  such  scheme  are  finally  settled,  and  also  those  seven 
which  I suggested  should  be  dealt  with  by  the  Highways  Com- 
mittee, as  they  entailed  flagging  a pathway  and  constructing  some 
channelling. 

There  is  comparatively  little  work  outstanding  and  what  is  not 
done  has  now  been  arranged  for. 

Flagging,  Asphalting,  Concreting,  or  Stone  Sett  Paving 

of  Forecourts,  Backyards  and  Passage  Ways  to  Houses. 

During  the  year  78  backyards,  forecourts  and  passage  ways  to  309 
houses  have  been  done,  the  total  area  of  such  being  7,588 
superficial  square  yards. 

In  all  cases,  all  gullies  and  drains  are  examined,  and  where 
found  defective,  made  good. 

Smoke  Observations.  —There  has  been  considerable  activity 
in  this  branch  of  the  Inspectors’  work.  One  hundred  observations 
have  been  made,  eighty-six  notices,  twenty-six  of  which  were 
statutory,  have  been  served  upon  the  respective  firms  and  their 
engineers  and  firers  to  take  steps  to  abate  the  same. 

During  the  time  that  the  Inspectors  are  giving  to  this  work, 
there  is  a diminution  in  the  emission  of  dense  black  smoke  as  a 
result  of  notices,  but  after  a period  there  is  a great  tendency  to 
revert  to  the  old  order  of  things.  The  fault  lies  with  the  firer,  the 
fuel,  or  the  apparatus,  or  a combination  of  these,  though  if  you  tax 
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any  one  of  the  three  it  hlames  the  other  two,  or  the  inanimate  ones 
would  do  if  they  could  talk,  but  it  is  evident  they  can  belch. 

Complaints  of  several  nuisances  or  alleged  nuisances  of  greater 
magnitude  than  usual  have  been  made  during  the  year.  I refer 
particularly  to  those  implicating  dyeworks  in  Hartley  Street, 
chemical  works  in  Savile  Town,  a manufacturer  in  Thornhill  Lees 
and  the  escape  of  coal  gas  from  the  gas  engine  plant,  aud  the 
burning  pit  hill  at  Chickenley  Heath. 

Hartley  Street  Dyeworks. — In  my  last  report  I mentioned 
that  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  escape  of  offensive  smells 
from  certain  sewers  into  the  streets  and  by  means  of  subsoil  drains 
into  houses  by  way  of  the  cellars,  and  that  the  latter  had  been 
remedied.  Further  similar  complaints  were  made  early  this  year, 
and  investigations  showed  untrapped  subsoil  drains,  in  one  case 
with  an  open  end  communicating  with  the  sewer.  These  have  been 
trapped,  and  no  further  passage  of  gases  from  the  sewer  to  these 
houses  now  takes  place.  There  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  street  a 
manhole  through  which  it  was  complained  the  offensive  gases  passed 
into  the  street.  Many  investigations  have  been  made  and  the 
owner  of  the  premises  has  been  perfectly  frank.  It  seems  that  after 
a pan  of  cotton  rags  had  been  dyed  with  sulphide  black,  the  liquor 
was  pumped  back  into  a large  vat  for  use  again,  the  dyed  rags  in 
the  pan  were  washed  with  water,  and  these  washings  turned  in  bulk 
into  the  sewer.  The  “washings”  especially,  on  mixing  with  acid 
effluents  from  the  same  firm  or  from  other  adjacent  firms, — and  there 
are  several, — would  evolve  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas  from  chemical 
action,  and  this  gas  would  tend  to  escape  from  any  outlet  in  the 
sewer.  The  owner  tried  certain  methods  whereby  the  offence 
should  not  occur,  and  in  May  he  installed  a large  vat  into  which  the 
washings  are  pumped,  and  the  vat  is  allowed  to  empty  itself  slowly 
and  continuously,  but  the  washings  are  further  diluted  by  the 
addition  of  water  or  other  effluents  of  a non-offensive  nature.  If  the 
above  plan  is  strictly  adhered  to  there  should  be  no  cause  for 
complaint,  as  has  been  since  shown,  for  the  method  has  been  in  use 
for  a week  at  a time,  the  sulphide  washings  being  turned  into  the 
sewer  daily  and  no  complaint  has  been  made,  and  I have  personally 
asked  the  people  living  in  the  street  and  they  have  said  they  have 
had  no  smell.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  have  been  in  the 
street  many  times,  casually  passing  through,  aud  purposely  to  see  if 
' there  was  any  nuisance,  but  we  have  detected  noue  for  months.  If 
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the  above  method  is  not  carried  out  strictly,  it  is  quite  likely  for 
sufficient  sulphuretted  hydrogen  to  be  generated  and  to  escape  and 
be  a nuisance,  and  doubtless  this  has  occasionally  occurred  since, 
and  although  the  owner  is  responsible  for  any  nuisance,  it  is  the 
duty  of  his  employees  to  carry  out  his  instructions.  That  they  have  not 
always  done  so  is  shown  in  the  following  case,  and  this  also  exemplifies 
the  difficulties,  perhaps  small,  met  with  whilst  making  investiga- 
tions:—On  Wednesday,  July  25th,  there  was  undoubted  escape  of 
this  offensive  gas  from  certain  sewer  manholes  in  Bradford  Road. 
Mr.  Thackray  and  I traced  the  smell  from  Northgate,  along  Bradford 
Road  as  far  as  Carlton  Road  and  also  in  Carlton  Road,  but  not  in 
Hartley  Street  (the  next  Street  parallel  with  Carlton  Road,  the 
sewers  of  each  joining  the  Bradford  Read  sewer),  we,  however, 
made  enquiries  at  the  dyeworks  and  were  assured  by  the  workpeople 
that  beyond  a small  quantity  of  washing  from  the  drying  machine, 
no  effluent  containing  sulphides  had  been  turned  into  the  sewer. 
It  was  difficult  to  account  for  what  had  happened,  as  no  other  firm 
in  the  neighbourhood  use  sulphide  black  dyes,  though  several  turn 
fairly  strong  acid  effluents  and  at  high  temperatures  into  the  sewer. 
The  following  day  I happened  to  meet  the  owner  and  he  voluntarily 
informed  me  that  on  his  arrival  at  the  works  the  previous  day  and 
hearing  we  had  been  to  make  investigations  again,  he  immediately 
made  an  inspection  and  held  an  inquiry,  and  as  a result  he  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  sulphide  washings  had  been  turned  into  the 
sewer  in  bulk,  and  on  taxing  his  men  with  it,  it  was  admitted. 
This,  of  course,  cleared  up  the  matter.  I also  think  there  may  be  a 
tendency  to  exaggerate.  On  one  occasion  I was  in  the  street  and  a 
person  said  “I  wish  you  had  been  here  a quarter  of  an  hour  ago,  it 
was  bad  ” — referring  to  the  noxious  sewer  gases — “but  can’t  you  smell 
it  now?”  on  my  answering,  no,  I don’t  detect  any  smell,  he  replied 
“ Well  no,  I don’t  smell  it  now,  but  I did  a quarter  of  an  hour  ago.” 

It  is  acknowledged  that  there  has  been  great  improvement  and 
this  must  be  maintained.  The  question  is  still  receiving  supervision 
and  we  are  constantly  visiting  the  area. 

Chemical  Works. — Several  complaints  have  been  received 
that  noxious  gases  escaped  from  these  works;  investigations  were 
made,  and  my  report  to  the  Committee  on  November  25th,  1913, 
explains  matters  as  they  stand.  The  following  is  a copv  of  the 
report “ Complaints  having  been  made  of  the  emission  of  gases 
“ from  the  works  of  certain  premises  which  are  registered  under  the 
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“ Alkali  Works,  etc.,  Regulations  Acts  of  1881  and  1892,  I communi- 
“ cated  with  Mr.  Littlefield,  of  Leeds,  the  Inspector  for  the  district 
“ under  the  above  Acts,  and  along  with  him  made  inspections  of 
“ several  works  on  October  23rd  and  November  3rd.  Amongst  the 
“ regulations  it  is  stipulated  that  95  per  cent,  of  Hydrochloric  Acid 
“ gas  evolved  must  be  condensed  and  not  more  than  i grain  of 
“ Hydrochloric  Acid  gas  per  cubic  foot  of  air,  smoke  or  chimney 
“gases  must  escape  from  the  works.  Sulphurous  Acid  gas  must 
“ not  be  present  in  escaping  air  or  smoke  to  a greater  amount  than 
“ the  equivalent  of  4 grains  of  Sulphurous  Acid  per  cubic  foot.  The 
“ best  possible  means  must  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
“noxious  gases  and  to  render  them  harmless  and  inoffensive.” 

“ The  Inspector  is  of  opinion  that  the  amount  of  gases  escaping 
“ from  the  various  works  is  well  under  the  maximum  amount 
“allowed  by  the  Alkali  Regulations.  At  Messrs.  W — ’s  works  the 
“ plant  was  found  in  good  order  and  the  work  being  properly 
“ conducted,  and  he  did  not  think  they  could  be  blamed  for  the 
“ alleged  nuisance.  At  Messrs.  B — ’s  works,  owing  to  the  nature  of 
“ the  trade,  the  business  is  more  difficult  to  conduct,  and  from  the 
“ information  elicited,  there  may  be  some  justification  for  the 
“complaints  made  by  the  Savile  Town  residents,  as  the  manager 
“ admitted  a temporary  break  in  the  normal  carrying  on  of  the 
“work,  the  date,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  coinciding  with  that 
“ given  by  those  who  had  complained.  The  Inspector  impressed 
“upon  the  manager  the  necessity  of  the  work  being  carried  out 
“with  the  greatest  care  and  atteution  to  detail  by  all  concerned.” 

“ The  Chemical  and  Coke  Works  at  Thornhill  Colliery  were 
“ visited  and  the  plant  found  to  be  working  satisfactorily.  At  the 
“ Coke  Ovens  the  two  operations  most  noticeable  are  the  filling  and 
“ emptying  of  the  retorts.  When  a retort  is  being  filled  with  coal, 
“ dense,  yellowish  smoke  is  formed,  and  escapes  from  the  opening 
“ into  the  atmosphere.  It  only  occupies  a very  short  time,  and 
“ though  it  looks  bad,  especially  to  the  unitiated,  it  is  unavoidable. 
“ When  the  retort  is  emptied  the  red  hot  coke  is  quickly  slaked  by  a 
“large  volume  of  water,  dense  clouds  of  steam  are  produced  and 
“probably  some  water  gas,  and  although  the  appearance  is  not 
“ favourable,  it  could  not  be  said  any  nuisance  was  caused.” 

“ On  Tuesday,  November  4th,  complaints  were  made  of  fumes 
“ pervading  the  atmosphere  in  a certain  part  of  Savile  Town.  The 
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< Sanitary  Inspector  visited  the  area  and  in  one  house  he  detected 
‘ the  acid  fumes.  On  my  subsequently  visiting  Messrs.  B— ’s  works, 

« the  manager  emphatically  repudiated  any  blame  being  attached  to 
‘ them.  He  said  he  himself  noticed  the  smell  as  he  was  proceeding 
‘ towards  his  works  from  Savile  Town,  and  that  he  was  certain  it 

* did  not  emanate  from  his  works.  I then  made  enquiries  at  our 
‘ own  Gas  Works  and  Mr.  Fligg  (the  manager)  admitted  that  the 

< sulphate  plant  was  not  working  satisfactorily  for  a short  time.  He 

* says  it  was  for  a very  short  time  only  and  at  mid-day,  this, 

‘ however,  did  not  tally  with  the  time  of  the  complaint,  which  was 

* at  least  two  hours  earlier  and  for  a longer  period.” 

“ The  difficulty  of  dealing  with  complaints  of  this  nature  is 
‘ obvious,  and  especially  when  there  are  three  separate  works  in 
‘ close  proximity.  It  cannot,  in  practice,  be  expected  that  chemical 
‘ works  can  be  carried  on  without  some  emanation  of  more  or  less 
‘ offensive  gases,  which  become  diffused  in  the  atmosphere,  but  if 

* the  percentages  are  less  than  the  amounts  allowed  under  the 
‘ Alkali  Regulations,  and  the  best  means  are  being  used  in  carrying 
‘ on  the  trade  or  business,  it  seems  to  me  that  proceedings  would 
‘ not  be  succesful,  either  under  the  Alkali  Acts  or  the  Public  Health 
‘ Acts.” 

“The  Inspector  has  promised  to  keep  the  several  works  under 
“ strict  observation.” 

It  is  as  well  to  remember  that  Hydrochloric  fumes  escaping,  are 
so  diluted  as  to  generally  produce  but  little  effect  on  the  workers, 
though  they  may  injure  surrounding  vegetation.  From  the  Savile 
Town  residents  point  of  view  it  seems  a pity  the  ground  landlord  of 
the  estate  or  his  agents,  did  not  consider  them  sufficiently  as  to  not 
let  on  lease  more  land  for  the  erection  of  a third  set  of  works.  I 
understand  the  land  on  which  this  last  set  of  works  are  erected,  and 
the  land  on  which  the  houses  are  built,  belong  to  the  same  owner. 

Nuisance  arising  from  escape  of  Coal  Gas  from  a Gas 
Engine  Plant  in  Thornhill  Lees. — Several  complaints  have 
been  received  and  investigations  made  of  this  alleged  nuisance.  It  is 
acknowleged  to  be  intermittent,  and  supposed  to  occur  when  from 
any  cause  the  engine  is  suddenly  stopped.  I have  passed  the  works 
scores  of  times  and  also  visited  them  to  make  enquiries,  but  have 
not  happened  to  be  near  when  the  alleged  nuisance  was  being 
committed.  I have  reported  to  the  firm  that  serious  complaints 
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have  been  made  against  them,  and  on  December  4th  last,  gave  them 
a specific  date  and  time  when  the  nuisance  was  said  to  have 
occurred,  viz.: —Mid-day,  November  21st,  and  it  was  admitted  that 
the  engine  was  stopped  at  that  time. 

Chickenley  Heath  Colliery  Pit  Hill  Fire. — A serious 
nuisance  arose  owing  to  the  pit  hill  at  the  above  old  colliery  being 
on  fire.  Many  were  the  complaints  from  people  living  in  the 
vicinity  from  this  serious  nuisance.  The  pit  has  not  been  worked 
for  some  years  and  the  Company  has  no  assets,  so  I am  told  by  the 
former  manager.  It  is  not  certain  how  the  fire  commenced,  but 
most  probably  it  was  caused  by  some  old  sack  refuse  being  fired  and 
this  set  the  heap  on  fire,  though  I have  heard  it  expressed  that  it 
was  due  to  spontaneous  combustion,  a theory  I don’t  hold  myself. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  communicated  with  the  former  manager  and 
Secretary  of  the  Company,  and  the  manager  put  on  a number  of 
colliers  to  endeavour  to  cut  through  the  hill  and  separate  the 
burning  end  from  the  remainder.  He  held  he  was  not  responsible 
and  did  this  without  prejudice.  The  men  soon  ceased  work  on 
account  of  the  fumes,  and  then  also  they  found  the  fire  had  got 
beyond  them.  Various  suggestions  were  offered  as  to  the  best 
manner  of  dealing  with  the  nuisance,  one  being  that  it  should  be 
smothered  out  with  sand  : this  might  have  been  feasible  if  there  had 
been  the  “Blackpool  sands”  near  at  hand,  and  overhead  travelling 
cranes.  The  Committee  considered  the  matter  from  every  point 
of  view,  and  had  the  benefit  of  expert  advice,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  to  accept  it,  viz.: — to  let  the  fire  take  its  course.  This  I 
quite  agreed  with.  The  fire  has  been  fierce  and  not  a simple 
smouldering,  and  its  progress  has  been  remarkable.  For  several 
weeks  the  smoke  and  noxious  fumes  were  dense,  but  since  the  fire 
became  hotter  and  combustion  more  complete,  the  smoke  has  been 
less  dense  and  the  acrid  fumes  have  considerably  diminished  and 
the  nuisance  is  considerably  less  than  it  was,  though  the  fire  is  still 
progressing.  Many  seemed  to  think  a different  course  might  have 
been  taken,  and  that  the  Committee  and  Officials  had  not  taken  a 
sufficiently  serious  view  of  the  case, — this  certainly  was  not  so. 

Another  objectionable  nuisance  arising  from  the  storage  and 
subsequent  removal  of  shoddy  manure,  in  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Goods  Yard,  has  been  dealt  with.  The  manure  has  fired 
at  times  and  then  has  given  off  very  objectionable  fumes.  When  it 
is  disturbed  by  being  dug  into  and  shovelled  into  railway  waggons 
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prior  to  final  removal,  it  is  liable  to  smell  and  the  neighbourhood  to 
be  pervaded. 

Various  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  emission  of  dust  and 
fluffy  matters  from  certain  factories  and  being  deposited  upon  the 
surrounding  streets  and  houses.  It  is  generally  due  to  there  not 
being  a proper  device  for  intercepting  the  dust  after  rags,  etc.,  have 
been  put  into  shaking  machines,  or  the  want  of  supervision  over  such 
device.  On  the  Committee’s  instructions  the  Town  Clerk  has 
written  to  six  firms  warning  them.  This  matter  is  still  under  obser- 
vation and  supervision  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

G. — Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled 
by  Bye  = Laws  or  Regulations. 


Registered  Premises. — The  number  of  registered  premises 
within  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1913  was  as  follows  : — 


Dewsbury 

sub-area. 

Ravens- 

thorpe 

sub-area. 

Thornhill 

sub-area. 

Soothill 

Nether 

sub-area. 

Soothill 

Upper 

sub-area. 

Total. 

Number 
of  visits 
paid. 

Bake-houses 

18 

8 

5 

6 

1 

38 

82 

Slaughter-houses 

22 

2 

11 

4 

3 

42 

1627 

Common  Lodging- 

houses 

6 

6 

20 

Cowsheds 

7 

4 

40 

5 

7 

63 

210 

Dairies  and 

Milkshops  ... 

8 

3 

11 

25 

Tripe-boiling 

Houses 

4 

1 

1 

6 

12 

Soap-boiling 

Houses 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Size-making 

1 

1 

2 

Gut  Scraping 

1 

1 

2 

12 

Fell  Mongering  ... 

1 

1 

1 

69 

14 

61 

16 

12 

172 

1995 

Bake-houses. — There  is  an  increase  of  three  in  the  number  of 
bake-houses. 


There  are  two  underground  bake-houses,  also,  in  addition,  an 
underground  bake-house  had  been  opened  illegally  and  presumably 
in  ignorance.  On  representation  being  made,  the  occupier  at  once 
ceased  to  use  the  premises  as  a bake-house  and  dismantled  the 
same.  The  condition  of  bake-houses  is  generally  satisfactory.  In 
my  last  report  I mentioned  that  two  were  bad.  In  one  case  the 
baker  has  ceased  business  and  the  other  has  made  a new  bake-house. 
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Slaughter-houses. — Although  there  is  the  same  number  as 
last  year,  there  is  a little  variation,  as  two  have  been  added  to  the 
list  and  two  taken  off,  one  automatically  ceasing  to  be  used  as  such, 
and  in  the  other  case,  on  application  of  transfer  of  license  it  was 
refused,  owing  to  unsuitability  of  structure  and  site ; the  building 
was  a very  old  one  and  had  been  probably  in  use  since  “ Registration 
was  in  vogue.”  The  general  condition  is  on  the  average  satisfactory, 
and  they  are  kept  clean,  though  garbage  tins  should  receive  more 
attention.  The  practise  of  those  who  have  used  the  slaughter-house 
as  a wash-house  has  not  ceased.  The  cases  are  those  which  happen 
to  be  close  to  the  butcher’s  dwelling,  and  as  the  houses  have  not 
separate  provision  for  the  purpose,  they  use  the  slaughter-houses. 
In  addition  to  limewashing  notices  being  served  four  times  a year, 
and  which  have  been  complied  with,  the  following  notices  have  been 
served  and  the  work  therein  ordered  has  been  completed,  viz.: — “ 

To  cement  sides  of  wall  of  slaughter-house  ...  1 

To  repair  floor  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

To  provide  gully  to  drain  ...  ...  ...  1 

Common  Lodging-houses. — The  number  of  common  lodging- 
houses  is  the  same.  They  are  generally  kept  in  satisfactory 
condition. 

Cow-sheds. — There  is  one  less  on  the  register  this  year.  On 
the  whole  there  is  some  improvement  in  the  condition  of  cleanliness, 
this  is  partly  due  to  the  representations  of  the  Veterinary  Inspector 
as  well  as  those  of  other  officials. 

Structural  alterations  have  been  carried  out  at  a number  of 
sheds  during  the  year,  and  this  work  will  be  resumed  during  the 
early  summer  when  the  cattle  are  turned  out  to  grass.  All  the  four 
sheds  in  Ravensthorpe  have  received  attention  during  1913  as 
follows : — 

(a ) Gulley  and  drain  have  been  removed  from  inside  shed 

and  put  outside. 

Channelling  re-constructed. 

Yard  surface  in  front  of  shed  paved. 

New  manure  pit  built. 

Cesspool  with  chain  pump  constructed. 

(b ) Floor  and  channelling  properly  repaired. 
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(c ) Proper  manure  pit  properly  drained  has  been  constructed. 

(d)  Floor  and  channelling  of  shed  repaired. 

Gulley  and  drain  removed  from  inside  shed  and  put 
outside. 

More  light  provided. 

The  manure  pit  made  good,  by  raising  the  bottom, 
cementing  the  floor  and  sides,  and  provide  drainage. 

In  Soothill  Upper  one  shed  has  been  entirely  re-constructed. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  construction  of  a new  shed  in 
the  Old  Borough. 

Good  work  is  being  done  in  Thornhill  by  two  large  land-owners. 

One  new  shed  with  other  farm  buildings  have  been  completed 
on  one  farm,  and  at  another  such  alterations  have  been  made  as 
practically  constitutes  new  shed  and  farm  buildings. 

On  five  other  farms  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been 


done,  viz.: — 

More  ventilation  provided  ...  ...  ...  4 

More  light  provided  . . ...  ...  ...  1 

Channels  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Floor  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Broken  windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Yard  paving  repaired...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Manure  pit  provided...  ...  ...  ...  3 


These  renovations  and  repairs  have  been  carried  out  on  eleven 
farms. 

One  large  land-owner,  many  of  whose  sheds  are  very  bad,  is 
more  than  dilatory,  some  work  was  done  on  a shed  about  two  years 
ago,  but  not  at  all  in  a satisfactory  manner.  I have  visited  several 
of  the  farms  along  with  his  agent,  but  it  is  very  evident  that  pressure 
will  have  to  be  brought  to  bear,  even  if  one  has  to  take  the  case 
before  the  magistrates. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  is  no  alteration  in  the  number  of 
this  class  of  registered  premises,  and  no  complaints  have  been  made 
respecting  them.  The  tripe-boiling  works  at  Dewsbury  Moor  have 
been  bettei  kept  and  I know  of  no  nuisance  having  arisen  therefrom 
this  year,  but  what  I have  formerly  said  as  to  the  general  structure 
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holds  good.  We  have  no  bye-laws  in  Dewsbury  for  offensive  trades 
and  it  would  be  well  to  adopt  those  recommended  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  At  the  present  time  any  action  required  to  be 
taken  would  have  to  be  under  the  nuisance  clauses.  The  process 
would  be  much  simpler  if  bye-laws  were  adopted.  The  various 
premises  have  not  been  visited  as  often  as  I should  have  liked.  The 
Inspectors  will  have  their  attention  called  to  this. 

Fried  fish  shops  are  not  registered,  but  a list  is  kept,  there  are 
58  such  businesses  in  the  Borough  and  all  are  supervised. 

Similarly  there  are  12  ice  cream  vendors. 

H. — Schools. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School 
Medical  Officer  and  there  is  complete  co-ordination  between  the  two 
services.  A separate  report  is  issued,  and  the  school  report  contains 
all  matters  relating  to  schools  and  school  children,  including 
infectious  diseases  and  sanitation.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  say 
here  that  all  schools  have  an  adequate  supply  of  town’s  water.  All 
are  on  the  water-carriage  system  except  Whitley  schools,  which 
have  no  sewer  available,  and  the  Thornhill  Lees  Memorial  School. 
Notices  were  issued  to  the  Managers  of  the  latter  school  to  convert 
the  privies  into  water-closets.  The  work  has  been  delayed  owing  to 
large  structural  alterations  being  in  process  at  the  Thornhill  Lees 
Mixed  School,  but  will  be  commenced  early  this  year.  Trough 
water-closets  are  being  gradually  replaced  by  the  much  more 
sanitary  and  decent  single  pedestal  type. 

I. — Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — There  is  an  adequate  supply  of  milk  in 
the  Borough,  the  majority  of  which  is  produced  within  the  Borough. 
As  stated  under  registered  premises,  there  is  one  shed  less,  and 
I am  inclined  to  think  there  are  fewer  cattle  than  formerly.  The 
condition  of  sheds,  etc.,  has  been  dealt  with  under  that  section. 

Veterinary  inspection  of  milk  cows  is  regularly  being  carried 
out  by  Mr.  F.  Hallilay,  a qualified  Veterinary  Surgeon. 

During  the  year  he  has  made  982  inspections  of  milk  cows.  In 
the  early  months  he  was  completing  his  first  round,  during  the  year 
he  has  made  a complete  second  round,  and  in  September  he  commen- 
ced his  third  round.  He  is  expected  to  make  two  complete  rounds 
annually,  though  during  his  inspections  when  dealing  with  a particu- 
lar animal,  he  will  make  several  special  visits.  He  sends  in  a report 
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monthly,  stating  the  number  of  premises  visited,  the  number  of 
animals  examined,  and  remarks  appropriate.  In  the  vast  majority 
of  cases  he  says  the  cows  are  apparently  alright,  by  this  he  does  not 
guarantee  they  are  all  free  from  disease.  He  is  of  opinion  that  at 
the  present  there  are  a better  lot  of  beasts  in  the  Borough  than  he 
has  seen  for  twenty  years.  They  are  a younger  and  a sounder  lot 
and  he  says  farmers  are  decidedly  more  particular  as  to  what  they 
buy,  and  this,  he  thinks,  has  been  brought  about  chiefly  as  a result 
of  inspections.  During  the  year  he  has  taken  twenty-two  samples 
of  milk,  and  I have  submitted  them  to  the  bacteriologist  for 
examination.  In  three  cases  the  samples  were  mixed  samples,  the 
remaining  nineteen  from  separate  cows.  The  examinations  of  the 
samples  are  by  inoculations  into  the  guinea  pig. 

The  results  of  examination  were  as  follows  : — 

Two  samples  contained  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

One  sample  contained  pus  cells  and  numerous  streptococci 
and  the  guinea  pig  died  from  acute  peritonitis.  The  cow 
from  which  this  sample  was  taken  was  giving  very  little 
milk  and  it  was  not  being  supplied  for  human  food. 

Nineteen  samples  were  satisfactory. 

Action  under  the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds  and  Milk-shops  Orders  of 
1885  and  1889 : — As  soon  as  I was  aware  that  a cow  belonging  to  a 
certain  person  was  giving  tubercular  milk  (one  of  the  two  cases 
mentioned  above)  I gave  him  notice,  verbally  and  in  writing,  that 

The  milk  must  not  be  mixed  with  other  milk. 

The  milk  must  not  be  sold  or  used  for  human  food. 

The  milk  must  not  be  used  or  sold  for  food  of  swine  or  other 
animals  until  it  had  been  boiled. 

The  animal  could  not  be  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Regulation  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  because  they 
were  not  then  in  force  ; it  disappeared,  and  I did  not  find  out  what 
became  of  it.  Probably  it  was  sold  for  slaughter  out  of  the  district. 

The  Tuberculosis  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Police.  Mr.  Hallilay 
being  the  Veterinary  Surgeon,  I have  obtained  the  following 
particulars  of  cases  : — 
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In  May,  he  notified  that  in  his  opinion  a certain  cow  was 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  with  emaciation ; it  was 
slaughtered  and  found  on  post-mortem  examination  to 
have  been  so  suffering  and  compensation  was  given. 
The  cow  was  giving  no  milk  at  the  time  and  so  none 
was  taken  for  examination,  but  this  was  the  same  animal 
referred  to  above,  whose  milk  on  examination  two  months 
previously  contained  pus  cells  and  streptococci. 

In  June  he  notified  a second  cow  to  be  suffering  from  Tuber- 
culosis with  emaciation.  He  took  a sample  of  milk  for 
examination.  The  cow  at  the  same  time  was  suffering 
from  acute  inflamation  of  the  eyes,  and  as  she  was 
in  great  pain  he  advised  the  owner  to  have  her 
slaughtered,  but  at  the  knackers.  This  was  imme- 
diately done  on  the  owner’s  responsibility,  quite  apart 
from  the  question  of  tuberculosis.  Post-mortem  showed 
the  animal  to  have  tuberculosis,  and  in  this  case  the 
question  of  compensation  had  been  mutually  waived  from 
the  outset.  The  subsequent  result  of  examination  of 
the  milk  was  positive,  viz.: — tubercle  bacilli  were  found 
present. 

In  October  he  notified  a third  cow  to  be  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  with  emaciation.  After  slaughter  this  was 
found  correct  and  the  tuberculosis  general.  Compensa- 
tion of  30/-  was  given.  This  cow  was  previously  seen 
in  May  and  she  then  looked  a little  thin  but  not 
emaciated,  a sample  of  milk  taken  at  that  time  was 
negative. 

In  November  he  notified  a fourth  case.  The  cow  was 
slaughtered  and  found  to  be  so  suffering,  and  compensa- 
tion of  30/-  was  given.  No  sample  of  milk  in  this  case 
was  taken. 

All  these  cases  were  found  by  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  whilst  on 
his  round  of  inspection  on  behalf  of  the  Health  Committee,  and 
would  probably  not  have  been  notified  if  inspection  of  milk  cows 
had  not  been  in  vogue. 

(b)  Other  Foods. — The  condition  of  bake-houses,  slaughter- 
houses and  other  premises  has  already  been  dealt  with.  The 
wholesale  and  retail  markets  have  been  regularly  inspected  by 
Mr.  Thackray,  and  all  articles  of  food  carefully  watched. 
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There  have  been  seven  surrenders  of  unsound  food  (exclusive  of 
meat)  which  was  subsequently  destroyed,  viz.: — 

117  small  boxes  of  Dates — 17flbs. 

641bs.  of  Halibut  Fish. 

421bs.  of  Cod  ,, 

6721bs.  ,,  ,, 

701bs.  of  Haddock  ,, 

13  couples  of  Rabbits. 

50 

The  Halibut  was  a very  interesting  case  of  general  tuberculosis. 
Portions  of  various  organs  were  examined  bacteriologically,  and  an 
acid  fast  bacillus  typical  in  appearance  with  the  tubercle  bacillus 
was  easily  demonstrated. 

Meat  Inspection  has  been  thoroughly  carried  out  as  far  as 
possible,  seeing  that  all  slaughtering  takes  place  on  private 
premises  of  which  there  are  42.  The  inspection  is  carried  out  in  an 
efficient  manner,  and  all  confiscations  have  been  dealt  with  as 
surrenders.  It  is  most  satisfactory  to  note  that  butchers  now  will 
send  for  the  Inspector  to  see  meat  which  they  themselves  suspect  to 
be  wrong. 

Tuberculosis,  especially  localized,  is,  as  is  well  known,  prevalent 
in  cattle,  and  more  especially  in  cows,  and  the  number  of  actual 
surrenders  does  not  mean  that  an  inferior  class  of  beast  is 
slaughtered  in  Dewsbury,  for  the  reverse  is  the  case. 

The  121  surrenders  comprised  the  following : — 

Tuberculosis  All 


only. 

Conditions. 

Beast  carcases  and  internal  organs 

4 

4 

Parts  of  beast  carcases  ... 

6 

6 

Pig  carcases  and  internal  organs  .. 

2 

3 

Approxi- 

Pigs’ heads 

27 

27 

mate 

Beasts’  livers  ... 

6 

12 

► 

weight 

Beasts’  heads  ... 

4 

4 

4,137  lbs. 

Beasts’  tongues 

4 

4 

Beasts’  hearts... 

3 

3 

Beasts’  lungs  (sets) 

75 

83 

Pigs’  plucks  ... 

32 

32 

Pigs’  livers  ... 

— 

2 

Pigs’  mesenteries 

14 

14 

One  pig  carcase  was  affected  with  general  dropsy.  Six  beasts’ 
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livers  had  advanced  distomum  or  abscess.  Eight  beasts’  lungs  had 
hydatid  or  distomum.  The  two  pigs’  livers  were  chirbotic. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  271bs.  of  tubercular  beasts’  udders 
were  found  at  tripe  works.  This  shows  how  necessary  this  class  of 
food  preparing  establishment  should  be  visited  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  articles  of  food  in  preparation  for  human  consumption. 

(c)  Sale  op  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — During  the  year  140 
samples  have  been  obtained  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  as 
follows  : — 


Samples  Purchased. 

Total  No. 
Analysed. 

No.  of  Legal 
Samples. 

No.  of  Informal 
Samples. 

RESULTS. 

Genuine 

Samples. 

Adulterated 

Samples. 

Doubtful 

Samples. 

Legal. 

Informal. 

Legal. 

Informal. 

Legal. 

Informal. 

Margarine  ... 

18 

18 

18 

Butter 

18 

18 

18 

New  Milk  ... 

17 

17 

15 

2 

Condensed  Milk 

17 

17 

17 

Cream 

19 

19 

17 

2 

Cheese 

6 

6 

6 

Vinegar 

6 

6 

6 

Yeast 

4 

4 

4 

Flour 

28 

1 

27 

14 

1 

7 

6 

Cocoa 

7 

7 

7 

140 

18 

122 

15 

107 

3 

9 

6 

There  were  fifty  more  samples  taken  during  the  year  than 
during  the  previous  year. 


The  following  table  gives  the  analyses  of  the  17  samples  of  new 
milk,  all  of  which  were  legal  samples. 


Gravity  at 

PERCENTAGES. 

60  degrees 

lotal 

Solids, 

Fahrenheit . 

Solids. 

Not  Fat. 

Fat. 

Ash. 

Water. 

Formalin. 

Boric  Acid. 

R 



8-06 

3-16 

'68 

88-78 



_ 

A 

— 

8-60 

2-91 

88-49 

— 

— 

1-0320 

13-00 

9-06 

3-94 

•70 

— 

none. 

none. 

1-0310 

12-40 

8-75 

3-65 

-72 

— 

1-0320 

12-80 

9-12 

3-68 

•70 

— 

1-0327 

12-00 

9-00 

3-00 

•68 

— 

1-03170 

12-60 

8-93 

3-67 

•70 

— 

1-03180 

12-20 

8-88 

3-32 

■70 

— 

1-03270 

12-30 

9-09 

3-21 

•70 

— 

1-0322 

12-60 

9-03 

3-57 

•70 

— 

1-0322 

12-90 

9-08 

3-82 

•72 

— 

1-0305 

14-10 

8-83 

5-27 

•66 

— 

1-0305 

12-22 

8-62 

3-60 

•66 

— 

1-0302 

13-20 

9-09 

4-11 

•68 

— 

1-0305 

12-40 

8-65 

3-75 

•70 

— 

1-0311 

12-26 

8-74 

3-52 

•70 

— 

1-0323 

12-80 

9-08 

3-72 

•68 

> > 

n 
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Respecting  sample  A,  the  Analyst  says--' ‘I  am  of  opinion  that 
“ this  sample  has  been  deprived  of  a portion  of  its  natural  fat  by 
“skimming  or  similar  treatment.  It  contained  97  per  cent,  of  the 
“ minimum  proportion  of  fat  (that  is  3 per  cent.)  natural  to  genuine 
“new  milk,  having  regard  to  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901.” 

Respecting  sample  B,  the  Analyst  says— “From  the  fact  that 
“ the  sample  contained  only  8 08  per  cent,  of  non-fatty  solids, 
“ whereas  having  regard  to  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901,  at 
“ least  8 5 per  cent,  of  non-fattv  solids  should  be  present  in  a 
“ normal  milk,  I am  of  opinion  that  the  said  sample  is  composed  of 
“ Milk  ...  ...  94-9  per  cent. 

“ Added  water  ...  5T  ,, 

Legal  proceedings  were  not  taken  in  either  of  these  cases,  but 
on  the  Committee’s  instruction  the  Vendors  were  written  to 
informing  them  of  the  infringement  of  the  regulations  and  warned. 

Of  the  seven  samples  of  Cocoa  the  Analyst  makes  certain 
remarks  concerning  five  of  them. 

Sample  261. — “ This  sample  contains  an  excessive  proportion 
“ of  crude  fibre,  indicative  of  the  presence  of  ground  cocoa 
“ shells.  As  the  amount  of  crude  fibre  permissible  in  cocoa 
“ is  a somewhat  controversial  matter,  I am  classifying  the 
“ sample  as  genuine.” 

Sample  262. — “ Rock  Cocoa.  This  sample  contains  arrow- 
“ root  and  sugar,  but  not  more  than  one  expects  to  find  in 
“ Rock  Cocoa,  it  is  therefore  genuine.” 

Sample  267. — ‘ ‘ Extra  Best  Rock  Cocoa.  This  sample  contains 
“ 25  per  cent,  of  added  sugar,  but  it  is  genuine  by  label  as 
“ a Rock  Cocoa.” 

Sample  265. — Homsepathic  Cocoa  and  other  ingredients.  I 
“am  of  opinion  that  this  sample  is  genuine  by  label.  It 
“contains  arrowroot  and  sugar,  but  not  in  excess.” 

Sample  266. — “Delicious  Cocoa  Preparation  with  the  addition 
“ of  nutritious  farinaceous  food.  I am  of  opinion  that  this 
“ sample  contains  at  least  50  per  cent,  of  maize  starch  and 
“ sugar,  but  the  presence  of  these  ingredients  is  covered  by 
“ the  label.  It  is  therefore  genuine.” 
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I think  all  will  agree  that  the  amount  of  crude  fibre  perinissable 
in  a cocoa  should  not  be  controversial,  and  “ Cocoa  Preparations” 
should  be  so  labelled  that  the  public  should  know  exactly  what  they 
are  buying,  or  at  any  rate  the  percentage  of  pure  cocoa  present  in 
the  preparation. 

Flour. — The  Analyst  specially  reports  on  certain  samples  of 
flour  as  follows  : — 

Samples  306,  307,  308,  311,  313,  314. — “ I am  of  opinion 
“ that  these  six  samples  of  flour  all  contain  more  nitrite 
“ than  is  recommended  by  the  expert  to  the  Local  Govern- 
“ ment  Board,  given  in  his  report  No.  49,  1911,  page  23, 

“ upon  “ Bleaching  of  Flour,  etc.”  Dr.  Hamil  advises  that 
“if  any  sample  of  flour  contains  over  1 part  of  nitrite 
“calculated  as  nitrite  of  soda,  in  1,000,000  parts  of  flour, 
“it  should  be  regarded  as  bleached  by  meaus  of  nitric 
“ oxide.  Therefore  in  the  light  of  this  recommendation  I am 
“ obliged  to  report  the  above  six  samples  as  “adulterated,” 
“but  in  my  opinion,  the  amounts  of  nitric  nitrogen  are 
“ somewhat  insufficient  to  make  it  worthwhile  taking  legal 
“ proceedings  in  the  light  of  the  evidence  and  the  judgment 
“given  in  Hamilton  Sheriff’s  Court  in  Lanark,  July  31st, 
“ 1912,  where  a case  was  dismissed  in  which  there  had 
“ been  undoubted  bleaching  with  nitric  oxide,  leaving 
“ 3’43  parts  of  nitrite  in  1,000,000  parts  of  flour.  The 
“parts  of  nitrite  per  1,000,000  parts  of  flour  in  the  above 
“ six  samples  were  2-64,  2-44,  1-27,  3*00,  3 00,  2-14. 

Sample  315. — This  sample  contained  18T  parts  of  nitrite  per 
1,000,000  parts  of  flour.  The  Analyst  was  of  opinion  that  the  flour 
had  been  bleached  bv  the  use  of  nitric  oxide  and  that  to  an 
objectionable  extent.  This  particular  sample  was  au  informal  one 
and  on  the  Committee’s  instructions  a formal  sample  was  taken  from 
the  same  shop,  though  of  course  it  could  not  be  guaranteed  that  the 
flours  were  the  same.  Analysis  of  this  legal  sample  No.  328  showed 
that  there  were  8 parts  by  weight  of  nitrite  per  1,000,000  parts  of 
flour,  namely,  eight  times  the  maximum  amount  of  nitrites  according 
to  Dr.  Hamill’s  recommendation  given  to  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

The  Committee  considered  the  matter  and  decided  not  to  take 
legal  proceedings,  but  instructed  the  Town  Clerk  to  write  the 
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vendors.  This  was  done,  and  the  vendors  wrote  to  the  millers,  and 
subsequently  replied  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  said  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  fall  in  with  any  suggestion  the  Committee  made  in  the 
matter,  and  that  they  had  always  been  careful  to  have  all  flours 
guaranteed.  At  the  same  time  they  enclosed  a copy  of  the  miller’s 
reply,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  they  were  willing  to  give  the 
undermentioned  guarantee  — 

“ We  guarantee  the  purity  of  this  flour  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Acts,  1899.” 

The  informal  sample  was,  in  my  opinion,  a bad  case,  and  as  the 
Analyst  says,  the  subsequent  formal  sample  was  not  of  the  nature, 
substance  and  quality  demanded. 

As  has  been  already  stated,  the  Local  Government  Board’s 
expert  recommends  that  1 part  of  nitrite  per  1,000,000  parts  of  flour 
should  be  the  maximum,  but  a case  was  dismissed  in  Hamilton 
Sheriff’s  Court,  in  Lanark,  in  July,  1912,  where  it  was  proved  that 
3-43  parts  were  present,  how  legal  proceedings  would  have  resulted 
in  Dewsbury  in  the  case  of  sample  328  one  does  not  know. 
Here  again  it  seems  that  a definite  limit  should  be  stated  by  law. 

Subsequent  samples  of  flour  taken  towards  the  close  of  the 
year,  showed  the  presence  of  nitrites  in  six  cases  in  the  following 
amounts: — ’63;  1-16;  1*89;  137;  L37  and  1*63  parts  per  1,000,000 
of  flour,  and  they  were  classified  as  doubtful  samples.  Thus  out  of 
the  twenty  eight  samples,  fourteen  had  been  subjected  to  the  bleach- 
ing process  by  nitrogen  peroxide. 

(a)  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912. 

I have  previously  reported  to  you  on  the  provisions  of  the  above 
regulations,  it  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  again  repeat  them  in 
detail.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  remind  you  that 

“ Milk  must  not  contain  any  preservative  or  thickening  sub- 
stance.” 

“ Cream  or  preserved  must  not  contain  any  thickening  sub- 
stance.” 

“ Cream  containing  less  than  35  per  cent,  of  milk  fat  must  not 
contain  any  preservative.” 

“ Cream  containing  35  per  cent,  or  more  by  weight  of  milk  fat 
may  contain  boric  acid,  borax,  or  a mixture  of  these ; or 
hydrogen  peroxide  as  preservatives  but  no  other.” 
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“Cream  containing  one  of  these  preservatives  is  sold  as 
preserved  cream  and  must  be  labelled  as  such.” 

“ More  than  -5  per  cent,  by  weight  of  boric  acid,  which  is  the 
preservative  most  commonly  used,  in  a preserved  cream  is 
considered  to  be  an  excessive  amount.” 


The  following  is  a Report  on  the  Administration  of 
the  Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations 

1912,  for  the  year  1913. 


1.  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


(a) 

Number  of  samples  examined  for 
the  presence  of  a preservative. 

Milk  34 

Cream  2 


(bj 

Number  in  which  a preservative 
was  reported  to  be  present. 

0 

0 


2.  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  labels  as  to  preserva- 
tives were  correct. 


(i)  Correct  statements  made  ...  15 

(ii)  Statements  incorrect  ...  ...  2 

Total  17 


(b)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  Cream  sold  as 
Preserved  Cream. 

(i)  Above  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  17 

(ii)  Below  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  0 

Total  17 


(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements 

as  to  labelling  or  declaration  of  Preserved  Cream  in  Article  Y.  (i) 
and  the  proviso  in  Article  Y.  (ii)  of  the  Regulations  have  not  been 
observed.  * 2. 

(d ) Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations  have 
not  been  complied  with  and  the  action  taken. 

(i)  Preserved  Cream  not  labelled. 

The  circumstances  of  this  infringement  are  somewhat  peculiar. 
They  were  explained  to  the  Committee  and  accepted  as  being 
excusable.  As  the  Analyst  states  in  his  report  Sample  No.  278 
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contained  no  label  as  to  the  presence  of  Boric  Acid,  though  analysis 
proved  its  presence.  The  amount  of  fat  present  was  over  the  35% 
minimum  limit  for  preserved  cream,  in  that  it  contained  51*5%. 
The  following  circumstances  were  not  reported  to  me  at  the  time  of 
the  taking  of  the  sample,  but  after  receipt  of  the  Analyst’s  report 
An  Assistant  Inspector  was  sent  to  a certain  shop  for  a sample  of 
cream  early  in  the  morning  of  July  19th.  The  firm  obtains  its 
cream  in  bulk  from  an  outside  source,  puts  it  into  small  jars  and 
labels  them  before  sale  to  the  public.  When  the  Inspector  asked 
for  some  cream  one  of  the  owners  of  the  shop  who  came  to  serve 
him  and  knowing  him,  said,  that  he  had  not  got  any  put  into  jars  yet 
but  he  would  do  so.  He  immediately  proceeded  to  fill  the  jar  and 
handed  it  to  the  Inspector  (after  sealing  it)  at  the  same  time  saying 
“ as  it  is  you  I won’t  bother  to  label  it.”  The  Inspector  took  the 
cream  without  remark,  otherwise  there  is  no  doubt  it  would  have 
been  properly  labelled. 

(ii)  Preserved  Cream  not  labelled. 

An  Assistant  Inspector  was  sent  to  a Restaurant  for  a sample 
of  cream.  He  was  told  they  did  not  sell  it  over  the  counter  but 
only  kept  it  for  use  in  the  Restaurant,  but  they  would  let  him  have 
some  as  a favour.  He  returned  to  the  office  to  obtain  a receptacle 
for  the  cream,  went  back  to  the  Restaurant  where  he  was  supplied, 
but  no  label  was  affixed  to  the  jar. 

This  firm  give  notice  on  their  “bill  of  fare”  that  the  cream 
used  in  their  establishment  is  preserved  cream,  etc. 

Action  taken  : On  the  Health  Committee’s  instructions  the 
Town  Clerk  wrote  warning  them  and  pointed  out  that  they  were 
liable  to  a penalty. 

(iii)  Informal  sample  of  Preserved  Cream  containing  -6 
per  cent,  of  boric  acid. 

On  the  Health  Committee’s  instructions  the  Town  Clerk  wrote 
to  the  vendors  warning  them  that  on  repetition  of  the  offence 
proceedings  in  Court  would  be  taken  against  them. 

(iv)  Informal  sample  of  Preserved  Cream  containing  -72 
per  cent,  of  boric  acid. 

The  Town  Clerk  wrote  on  the  Committee’s  instructions  warning 
the  vendors  that  on  repitition  of  the  offence  proceedings  in  Court 
would  be  taken  against  them. 
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3.  Thickening  Substances.  Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to 
Cream  or  Preserved  Cream.  None. 

J. — Housing-. — Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act, 
1909,  485  houses  have  been  inspected  and  all  details  (good,  bad,  and 
indifferent)  respecting  them  have  been  entered  up  on  the  card 
system.  In  addition  5993  houses  have  been  the  subject  of  inspec- 
tions for  some  specific  reason  and  insanitary  conditions  found  thereon 
have  been  dealt  with.  In  future  complete  inspections  under  the 
1909  Act  will  be  very  much  increased.  This  will  mean  a tremendous 
increase  in  Clerical  work  and  time  taken  up  in  making  the  inspec- 
tions, and  consequently  a decrease  in  the  actual  number  of  premises 
visited  and  in  the  number  of  minor  nuisances  dealt  with. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act,  1909. — The  following 
tabulation  relates  to  work  done  under  the  above  Act  during  the  year : 


Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  485 

Number  of  Representations  made  by  M.O.H.  as 

to  houses  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  28 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  considerations  re  Demolition  ...  19 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  houses  respecting  wRich  orders  wTere 

issued  for  repairs,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  402 


Closing  Orders. — Of  the  28  houses  closed  during  the  year  6 
were  situate  in  Soothill  Upper  and  22  in  the  Old  Borough.  One 
house  was  a cellar  dwelling.  Of  those  in  the  Old  Borough  19  were 
situate  in  the  Dawgreen  area  which  has  been  represented  as  being 
an  unhealthy  area.  These  19  houses  were  not  occupied  at  the  time 
of  inspection,  they  were  in  such  a condition  that  the  owners 
had  practically  closed  them  but  the  Orders  were  issued  so  as  to 
make  the  closures  legal. 

Consideration  of  Demolition. — One  house  being  a cellar 
dwelling,  consideration  of  Demolition  was  not  necessary.  Demoli- 
tion has  been  considered  respecting  the  19  mentioned  above,  and 
the  Committee  decided  to  postpone  further  consideration  until  the 
unhealthy  area  question  was  settled,  and  subsequently  until  the 
Improvement  Scheme  for  that  area  should  be  finally  accepted. 
Consideration  of  Demolition  respecting  the  remaining  eight  closed 
houses  did  not  take  place  during  the  year  because  time  had  not 
allowed  for  the  necessary  legal  requirements.  I may  however  here 
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say  that  early  in  this  year  (1914)  this  matter  has  been  considered  by 
the  Committee  respecting  seven  of  them,  and  two  demolition 
orders  have  been  made  and  five  postponements. 


Demolition. — Although  as  I have  just  stated  no  Demolition 
Orders  under  the  1909  Act  were  made  during  the  year,  seven  of  the 
closed  houses  in  the  Dawgreen  area  have  been  demolished  as  they 
had  become  dangerous  buildings. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  defects  dealt  with 
respecting  houses  : — 


Obviate  damp  ... 

Provide  (or  make  paint  fast)  windows  to  open 
Repair  window... 

Open  out  the  closed  bedroom  fire  place 
Remove  boards  from  walls  behind  sink 
Cement  the  walls  behind  sink 
Repair  roof 

Repair  walls,  floors  and  ceilings  ... 

Repair  chimney  or  fireplace 
Repair  or  provide  new  sink 
Provide  adequate  light  and  ventilation 
Provide  air  grate  to  bedroom 
Open  out  the  opening  into  cellar  pantry 
Provide  balustrade  to  staircase 
Provide  proper  cellar  area  grating 
Provide  drainage  to  cellar  area 
Cleanse  dwelling  house  ... 

Prevent  water  flowing  into  cellar  ... 

Abolish  privies... 

Provide  water  closets 

Cleanse  or  repair  water  closet 

Provide  ventilation  pipe  to  W.C.  drain 

Abolish  ashpits 

Provide  ashpit  or  ashbins 

Repair  ashpits  ... 

Repair  house  sink  waste  pipe 
Provide  S trap  to  sink  waste  pipe... 

Disconnect  waste  pipe  from  drain 

Make  waste  pipe  to  discharge  on  top  of  dishstone  ... 

Disconnect  fall  pipe  from  drain  ... 

Refix  dishstones 


60 

36 

1 

18 

93 

119 

18 

76 

4 

4 

36 

3 
2 
1 
7 

5 

16 

4 

67 

106 

2 

2 

19 

27 

12 

46 

82 

1 

32 

21 

176 
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Provide  dishstones  with  loose  grates  ...  ...  37 

Provide  trapped  gully  to  drain  ...  ...  ...  28 

Provide  hopper  head  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cleanse  gully  and  drain  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Remove  drain  from  under  dwelling  ...  ...  13 

Repair  eaves  or  fall  spouts  ...  ...  ...  57 

Remove  pump  aud  abolish  well  ...  ...  ...  1 

Remove  outbuilding  from  side  of  house  ..  ...  1 

Remove  fowls  and  fowl  pens  ...  ...  ...  1 

Remove  refuse  and  cleanse  yard  surface  ...  ...  4 

Remove  stagnant  water  from  cellar  ...  ...  1 

Provide  or  repair  manure  pit  ...  ...  ...  1 

Provide  surface  drainage  ...  ...  ...  18 

Flag,  pave,  or  asphalt  yard  surface  or  repair  ...  120 


The  bulk  of  the  above  requirements  is  done,  what  is  not  done 
is  either  actually  in  progress  or  definite  assurances  have  been  made 
that  such  will  be,  with  as  little  further  delay  as  possible.  To  achieve 
this  much  more  trouble  has  been  given  to  the  Officials  than  should 
have  been,  and  several  peremptory  letters  have  been  sent  to  owners 
by  the  Town  Clerk  on  the  Committee’s  instructions  warning  them, 
that  if  the  Notices  were  not  complied  with,  the  Council  would,  under 
the  powers  they  have,  themselves  carry  out  the  work  and  charge 
the  owners  with  the  cost  thereof. 


Housing  Accommodation. — The  number  of  houses,  the  number 
inhabited,  and  the  type  are  shown  as  follows  : — 


Dewsbury. 

Ravens- 

thorpe. 

Soothill 

Upper. 

Soothill 

Nether. 

Thornhill. 

Total. 

Number  of  Inhabited 
Houses 

7074 

1710 

562 

1604 

2818 

13768 

Total  number  of 
Houses 

7223 

1736 

567 

1645 

2822 

13993 

Including  back  to 
back  Houses 

3300 

823 

143 

408 

497 

5177 

The  percentages  of  back-to-back  houses  in  the  several  areas 
are  45%,  47%,  25%,  24%,  17%. 
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New  Houses. — The  number  of  new  houses  built  during  the 
year  and  in  course  of  erection  at  the  close  of  the  year  are  as  follows  i — 


Dewsbury 

Houses 

Built. 

6 

In  course  of 
Erection. 

4 

Bavensthorpe 

31 

• • • 

...  31 

Soothill  Upper 

9 

• • • 

...  11 

Soothill  Nether  ... 

12 

• • fe 

7 

Thornhill 

42 

• • • 

...  20 

100 

• • • 

73 

All  new  houses  are  through  houses,  they  have  water  closet 
accommodation,  and  most  have  bath  rooms.  With  few  exceptions, 
(about  4 per  cent.)  the  houses  are  built  to  accommodate  the  working 
class.  During  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  an  improvement 
in  the  style  of  house,  and  more  attention  is  beiug  made  to  bedroom 
accommodation.  Many  built  this  last  year  have  three  bedrooms. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  majority  of  the  working  class  wish  for 
good  and  comfortable  homes  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  all  new 
houses  are  quickly  tenanted.  The  attention  called  throughout  the 
country  of  more  recent  years  to  this  matter  is  having  some  effect, 
and  I think  there  are  signs  of  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
houses  even  of  the  older  ones.  Of  course  there  are  some  to  be  found 
almost  always  in  a filthy  condition,  but  I am  convinced  they  are 
fewer  in  number.  Doubtless  many  agencies  are  at  work  in  bringing 
about  this  desirable  improvement  such  as  repeated  inspections  and 
visits  for  various  purposes  by  Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspectors, 
Health  Visitors,  Tuberculosis  Nurses,  Town’s  Matrons,  Inspectors 
of  such  societies  as  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  members  of  Committees  such  as 
the  School  After  Care  Committee  and  the  Labour  Exchange  Juvenile 
Branch  After  Care  Committee;  and  the  teaching  of  hygiene  in 
Elementary  Schools. 


On  May  27th,  1913,  the  Local  Government  Board  held  an 
enquiry  at  the  Town  Hall  on  my  representation  to  the  Council  that 
I considered  a portion  of  Dawgreen  to  be  an  unhealthy  area,  and 
that  the  best  method  of  dealing  with  the  area  was  by  an  Improve- 
ment Scheme.  On  October  12th,  1913,  the  decision  of  the  Board 
was  received  which  was  to  the  effect  that  they  considered  the  case 
to  be  one  which  should  be  dealt  with  by  an  Improvement  Scheme 
under  Part  I.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  as 
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amended  by  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1909,  and  they 
trusted  that  the  Council  would  forthwith  take  the  necessary  steps 
for  that  purpose.  The  Council  have  taken  the  necessary  steps  and 
have  instructed  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  prepare  a Scheme.  The  Scheme  has  not  yet  been  placed 
before  the  Committee  or  Council,  but  it  is  in  course  of  preparation, 
the  actual  plans  being  now  partly  drawn. 

On  the  Committee’s  instructions  plans  were  submitted  by  the 
Borough  Surveyor  for  the  building  of  a number  of  working  class 
dwellings  upon  the  Old  Borough  Park  Site.  Amended  plans  were 
subsequently  submitted  on  their  instructions,  but  not  finally  accepted. 
This  question  of  building  is  again  before  the  Committee  and  will 
doubtless  be  settled  shortly.  The  Committee  are  I think  definitely 
in  favour  of  building,  and  the  type  of  dwelling  and  the  number  to  be 
erected  is  being  considered.  My  suggestion  that  houses  with  ffiree 
bedrooms  should  be  erected,  has  received  favourable  consideration. 

Habitation  of  Dwellings. — The  following  table  is  abstracted 
from  Volume  VIII.  of  the  “Census  of  England  and  Wales,  1911.” 
It  shows  the  number  of  tenements  in  Dewsbury  in  the  occupation  of 
private  families,  classified  by  the  number  of  rooms  and  by  the 
number  of  occupants. 
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In  the  foregoing  table  the  figures  above  and  on  the  right  of  the 
thick  line  show  the  number  of  tenements  occupied  by  more  than 
two  persons  per  room,  and  from  this  I have  deducted  the  following 
table  which  shows  the  actual  number  of  persons  occupying  tene- 
ments above  the  standard  of  two  persons  per  room,  classified  by  the 
number  of  rooms. 


No.  of  Persons 
per  Tenement. 

Number  of  Persons  in  Families. 

Total 

Persons. 

3 

4 

5 

. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Number  of  Persons. 

1 

183 

124 

40 

— 

14 

361 

2 

1645 

1074 

686 

320 

207 

40 

55 

— 

— 

— 

4027 

3 

1449 

888 

468 

200 

132 

48 

13 

— 

3198 

4 

549 

190 

88 

12 

39 

— 

878 

5 

132 

86 

— 

— 

168 

6 

— 

14 

14 

When  the  census  was  taken  in  1911  the  definition  of  a “ room” 
was  attempted,  the  instruction  on  the  sqhedule  reading  : “count  the 
kitchen  as  a room,  but  do  not  count  scullery,  landing,  lobby,  closet, 
bathroom,  nor  warehouse,  office,  shop.” 

Overcrowding. — On  the  basis  adopted  in  the  Census  Returns 
a house  is  considered  to  be  overcrowded  if  the  number  of  occupants 
exceed  two  per  room.  On  this  standard  there  are  1295  houses 
overcrowded  as  follows  : — 


One  Roomed 

Houses 

102 

Two 

ft 

tt 

678 

Three 

tt 

tt 

407 

Four 

tt 

ft 

92 

Five 

it 

tt 

15 

Six 

tt 

> t 

1 

1295 

The  number  of  persons  occupying  these  1295  houses  is  8646 — 
viz.,  16-6  per  cent  of  the  total  population.  Overcrowding  exists  in 
varying  degrees  throughout  the  country,  but  the  Dewsbury  figures — 
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16-6  per  cent  — do  not  compare  favourably  with  similar  figures  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  although  some  areas  have  even  a higher  per- 
centage. Of  the  County  Boroughs  and  other  Urban  Districts  in 
Yorkshire  having  a population  of  50,000  and  over,  Dewsbury  shows 
up  the  worst;  but  there  are  smaller  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  in 
the  county  which  are  still  worse. 

Although  the  standard  “ two  persons  per  room  ” is  adopted 
throughout  the  country  it  is  probable  that  the  area  of  the  various 
rooms  differs  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  as  it  does  in  different 
parts  of  a town,  and  certainly  many  old  houses  have  larger  rooms 
in  the  aggregate  than  have  those  more  recently  built.  The  only  fair 
standard  to  adopt  is  one  of  “ air  space,”  and  this  should  be  applied 
more  particularly  to  the  bedroom  accommodation.  What  the  mini- 
mum air  space  per  person  should  be  might  give  rise  to  considerable 
controversy,  but  personally  I think  400  cubic  feet  per  adult  would  be 
a reasonable  standard.  When  investigating  local  cases  of  alleged 
overcrowding  each  has  been  considered  on  its  merits,  and  350  cubic 
feet  per  adult  has  been  the  figure  worked  upon,  and  had  the  larger 
figure  (400  cubic  feet)  been  taken  as  a minimum  considerable  diffi- 
culties would  have  arisen,  and  I am  afraid  it  would  not  have  been 
possible  to  keep  to  this.  There  are  two  difficulties,  at  present  almost 
insuperable,  to  contend  with  in  some  cases  : — If  a man  has  a large 
family  of  young  children  and  no  wage  earners  amongst  them,  he 
often  cannot  afford  to  rent  a house  sufficiently  large  for  his  purpose, 
and,  secondly,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  landlords  frequently  refuse 
to  let  a house  to  a man  who  has  a number  of  young  children. 

During  the  year  forty-four  cases  of  alleged  overcrowding  have 
been  investigated,  and  in  thirty-one  of  these  the  most  lenient  must 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  existing  conditions  should  not 
be  allowed  to  continue.  At  the  time  of  investigation  seven  families 
were  making  arrangements  to  abate  the  nuisance.  With  respect  to 
the  remaining  twenty-four,  letters  or  notices  to  the  offenders  resulted 
in  abatement,  either  by  removal  to  more  commodious  dwellings  or 
by  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  occupants. 

Apart  from  actual  overcrowding,  what  I term  moral  overcrowd- 
ing does  exist.  There  are  many  cases  where  there  is  undesirable 
mixing  of  the  sexes  of  adult  and  young  adult  age,  and  in  these  a 
larger  number  of  bedrooms  is  requisite. 

Erection  of  new  houses  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Building 
Inspector.  Plans  for  new  buildings  are  placed  before  the  Medical 
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Officer  of  Health  in  addition  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  before  being 
laid  before  the  Committee. 

K. — Workshops,  Workplaces,  etc. 

There  are  130  factories  and  341  workshops  on  the  register. 


The  workshops  comprise  the  following  : — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  34 

Bag  Sorting  ...  ...  72 

Boot  and  Clog  Repairs  ...  52 

Plumbing  ...  ...  ...  25 

Joinery  aud  Cabinet  Making  ...  22 

Hand  Loom  Weaving  ...  10 

Millinery  ...  ...  ...  40 

Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  17 

Others  ..."  ...  ...  69 


341 


There  have  been  180  inspections,  and  60  notices  served.  There 
have  been  no  prosecutions. 

The  notices  served  were  for  the  following  requirements  : — 


Notices  Served. 

Dewsbury. 

Ravensthorpe. 

Soothill 

Nether. 

Soothill 

Upper. 

Thornhill. 

Total. 

To  Cleanse  and  Limewash  Walls,  Tops,  Passage- 
ways and  Workrooms 

9 

10 

4 

3 

26 

,,  Cleanse  and  Limewash  Water  Closets 

2 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

2 

,,  Cleanse  and  Repair  Water  Closets 

4 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

4 

,,  Provide  more  efficient  Light  and  Ventilation  to 
Workrooms  ... 

1 

3 

2 

6 

,,  Provide  Ventilated  Intervening  Space  to  Water 
Closets  * 

2 

... 

2 

4 

,,  Provide  Additional  and  Separate  Water  Closet 
Accommodation 

2 

1 

3 

3 

9 

,,  Prevent  Dust  being  blown  on  to  Public  Streets 
and  Houses  ... 

3 

3 

,,  Close  Underground  Bakehouse  ... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

. • • 

1 

,,  Repair  Drain 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

,,  Remove  Refuse  and  Manure 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

,,  Repair  Pail  Closets 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Total 

29 

14 

9 

... 

9 

61 
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There  were  twelve  notices  served  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  of  matters  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  and 
twelve  reports  in  return  submitted  to  the  Inspector. 

Underground  Bakehouses. — There  were  two  underground 
bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year.  No  licenses  were  issued. 

An  underground  bakehouse  was  established  illegally.  Repre- 
sentation was  made  to  the  occupier,  and  he  immediately  dismantled 
the  premises  and  ceased  to  use  them  as  a bakehouse. 

Home  Work  Order. — There  are  no  home  workers  under  the 
Home  Work  Order  of  1905. 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1911.— Three  samples  of  rag  flock  were  taken 
for  analysis.  The  results  of  analysis  were  as  follows  : — 

Sample  A contained  25-5  pts.  by  wgt.  of  chlorine  as  soluble  chlorides 

in  100,000  parts  by 
weight  of  rag  flock. 

Sample  B ,,  24-10  pts.  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Sample  0 ,,  B0  2 ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Samples  A and  B I took  myself ; Sample  C was  taken  by  an 
assistant  inspector,  and  therefore  not  legal.  I subsequently  took 
two  samples  from  this  firm,  and  the  results  of  analysis  showed 
respectively  97‘2  and  105-6  parts  by  weight  of  chlorine  in  soluble 
chlorides  in  100,000  parts  of  rag  flock. 

The  maximum  amount  fixed  by  the  Rag  Flock  Act  is  30  parts 
per  100,000. 

The  owner  was  requested  by  the  Committee  to  appear  before 
them.  This  he  did,  and  contended  that  he  did  not  come  within  the 
Act,  as  the  material  was  not  rag  flock.  When  taking  the  samples 
the  foreman  told  me  that  one  was  made  from  carpet  ends,  jute  waste 
and  rag  flock,  and  the  other  from  carpet  flock  and  bagging.  Material 
of  this  nature  certainly  comes  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  accord- 
ing to  the  ruling  of  Justices  Darling,  Avory  and  Atkin  in  November 
last.  The  contention  then  arose  whether  the  material  was  “ flock.” 
I certainly  think  it  was  flock,  though  not  curled  variety,  which  is  the 
type  commonly  used  by  the  community  at  large.  The  matter  was 
left  for  future  consideration. 
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Section  ill. — Sanitary  Administration  of  District. 

The  sanitary  administration  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Health 
Committee,  which  is  constituted  of  nine  members,  with  the  Mayor 
(ex-officio). 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  consists  of : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Three  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors, 

Disinfector, 

Two  Town’s  Matrons, 

Veterinary  Inspector  (part  time), 

Clerk  (jointly  with  Education  Committee). 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  staff  during  the  year.  The 
Inspectors  all  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  Eoyal  Sanitary  Institute, 
and  one  has  the  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

The  Inspector  with  the  Meat  Certificate  carries  out  Meat 
Inspection.  During  the  year  all  diseased  meat  has  been  dealt  with 
as  voluntary  surrenders.  Should,  however,  a seizure  be  made,  it 
would  be  carried  out  by  the  Chief  Inspector  (Mr.  Thackray)  or 
myself.  Meat  inspection  is  reported  on,  in  more  detail,  in  another 
section. 

For  routine  sanitary  inspections  the  Borough  has  been  divided 
into  three  districts,  and  one  is  allotted  to  each  of  the  three  Assistant 
Inspectors.  They  report  all  matters  to  the  Chief  Inspector,  who 
supervises  their  work,  and  all  notices  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances 
and  sanitary  amendments  are  sent  under  his  immediate  supervision 
and  direction,  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  necessary  works  is  super- 
vised by  him. 

Registered  premises  are  inspected  regularly  by  the  staff,  and 
house  to  house  and  district  inspections  made. 

The  Chief  Inspector  is  also  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  and  all  samples  are  taken  under  his  supervision. 

The  carrying  out  of  the  duties  as  specified  by  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the  routine 
inspection  of  dwellings,  was  relegated  by  the  Health  Committee  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Inspector.  The  Assistant 


52 


Inspectors  make  the  preliminary  detailed  inspections  of  dwellings 
and  enter  their  findings  on  the  inspection  card.  A supervisory 
inspection  is  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Chief 
Inspector,  and  all  representations  and  reports  to  the  Committee  are 
submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  duties  of  the  Disinfector  and 
the  routine  method  of  dealing  with  acute  infectious  diseases.  This 
has  been  fully  explained  in  former  reports,  and  I do  not  propose  to 
repeat  this  time. 

Scavenging  is  undertaken  entirely  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
There  are  separate  departments  for  street  cleansing  and  for  the 
removal  of  domestic  refuse,  each  having  its  own  superintendent. 

The  Town’s  Matrons’  duties  are  concerned  in  the  prevention 
of  Infantile  Mortality,  and  are  dealt  with  under  that  section. 

Home  Visiting  of  Consumptives.  — This  is  now  undertaken 
by  the  Nurses  connected  with  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  but  up 
to  June  31st  it  was  carried  out  by  the  Town’s  Matrons. 

Veterinary  Inspection  of  Cattle. — This  is  carried  out  by  a 
part  time  Veterinary  Surgeon.  His  duties  are  to  examine  all  dairy 
cows  in  the  Borough  at  least  twice  a year,  and  make  any  special 
examination  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  He 
takes  a sample  of  milk  from  any  cow  for  bacteriological  examination 
(for  the  tubercle  bacillus)  when  he  deems  it  advisable,  and  also  re- 
ports on  the  condition  of  sheds  at  the  time  of  his  visit.  His  reports 
are  sent  to  me  monthly,  and  I subsequently  lay  them  before  the 
Health  Committee. 

Hospital  Administration  in  relation  to  acute  infectious 
diseases  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

The  Board  consists  of  11  members  of  the  Dewsbury  Council, 
3 members  of  the  Batley  Council  and  3 members  of  the  Heckmond- 
wike  Council.  The  areas  concerned  are  the  Borough  of  Dewsbury, 
the  Urban  District  of  Heckmondwike  and  that  portion  of  Soothill 
Upper  which  became  a part  of  Batley  in  1910.  There  are  two 
hospitals  proper,  viz.,  that  known  as  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  and  the  Small-pox  Hospital.  The  former  is  situated  in  the 
Earlsheaton  Ward  of  the  Dewsbury  Borough,  and  the  latter  in 
Ossett.  There  is  accommodation  for  70  patients  in  the  main 
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Hospital,  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria  being 
admitted,  and  for  50  patients  in  the  Small-pox  Hospital. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  admission  of  any 
case  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  or  acute  polio-myelitis  occurring 
in  the  Borough. 

At  no  time  have  the  Board  been  unable  to  admit  any  case 
which  I desired  to  be  taken  in.  The  number  of  cases  admitted  are 
shown  in  the  next  section  dealing  with  acute  infectious  diseases. 

There  is  a non-resident  Medical  Superintendent.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough  is  not  an  official  under  the  Board. 

Local  Acts  and  General  Adoptive  Acts. — The  Local  Acts 
affecting  the  Borough  are  : — 

The  Dewrsbury  Improvement  Act,  1884. 

Local  Government  Board’s  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation 
Act  (1887),  Street  Improvements. 

The  Dewsbury  Improvement  Act,  1891. 

L.G.B.’s  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  Act,  1893. 


Joint  Hospital  Board. 
1893,  Street  Improvements. 
1896,  Joint  Hospital  Board. 
1907,  Joint  Hospital  Board. 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


1909,  Dewsbury  Extension  Order. 


In  addition  there  are  Local  Acts  relating  to  Gas,  Electricity, 
Water,  Tramways,  Light  Railways  and  Finance. 

The  general  adoptive  Acts  are  : — 

Baths  and  Wash-houses’  Acts,  1846  to  1882, 

Public  Libraries’  Acts,  1887, 

Museum  and  Gymnasiums’  Act,  1891. 

Public  Healih  Act  (Amendment  Act),  1890,  Part  III. 
Notification  of  Births’  Act,  1907. 

Public  Health  Act  (Amendment  Act),  1907,  Sections  84  & 95. 

No  legal  action  has  been  taken  under  Local  or  Adoptive  Acts. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work  during  the  Year. — 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act.  140  samples  of  various  articles  have  been  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Analyst  for  examination.  The  number  is  an  increase  of  50 
compared  with  the  number  taken  in  the  previous  year.  This  does 
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not  include  Water  samples  sent  for  analysis,  and  Flock  samples  for 
analysis  under  the  Rag  Flock  Act. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Richardson,  of  Bradford,  is  the  Borough  Analyst. 
The  results  of  his  examinations  have  been  already  dealt  with  in  a 
previous  section. 

Bacteriology. — Bacteriological  examinations  are  conducted  at 
the  West  Riding  County  Council’s  Laboratory.  When  Dewsbury 
became  a County  Borough  arrangements  were  made  with  the  County 
Council  whereby  they  should  continue  to  undertake  our  bacterio- 
logical work  on  payment  by  the  Borough. 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  during  the  year  was  as 
follows  : — 


Serum  (widal  reaction)  ... 

• • • 

15 

Sputum  (B.  tuberculosis) 

• • • 

71 

Swabs  from  throat  (B.  diphtheria) 

305 

Milk  (B.  tuberculosis) 

• . . 

22 

Hair  (for  ringworm) 

... 

604 

Other 

• • • 

10 

Total 

1027 

Section  IV. — Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Acute 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  139  cases 
of  infectious  disease  were  notified  by  medical  men.  The  cases  from 
the  several  districts  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Dewsbury. 

Ravensthorpe 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

4 

13 

36 

76 

Diphtheria 

14 

10 

4 

1 

29 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever 

9 

1 

10 

Puerperal  Fever... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Erysipelas 
Continued  Fever 

10 

1 

3 

5 

19 

Total 

57 

17 

22 

43 

139 

55 


The  total  number  of  cases  removed  to  the  Hospital  from  each 
district  was  as  follows  : — 


Dewsbury. 

Rayensthorpe 

Soothiils. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

2 

10 

30 

62 

Diphtheria 

12 

8 

3 

1 

24 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

6 

1 

7 

Totals 

38 

11 

13 

31 

93 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  periods  of  the  cases 
notified : — 


NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES. 

Cases  Notified  in 

Whole  District. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

Under 

1. 

1-5. 

5-15. 

15-25. 

25-45. 

46-66. 

Over 

65. 

At  all 
ages. 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

1 

9 

18 

1 

29 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

4 

10 

2 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

17 

42 

14 

2 

76 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

2 

5 

10 

Continued  Fever... 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Total 

3 

26 

63 

18 

16 

11 

2 

139 

56 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  the  diseases  in  each 
district  during  the  different  months  of  the  year,  and  the  removals  to 
the  Hospital  month  by  month. 


Thornhill. 
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Totals  ...  ...I  20  1 

Cases  Notified 

1913. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May  ... 

June... 

July  ... 
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The  following  table  compares  the  number  of  cases  of  each  of 
the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  and  the  attack  rate  in  Dewsbury, 
with  other  districts  in  the  vicinity. 
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The  following  tables  show  in  which  streets  throughout  the 
Borough  the  various  infectious  diseases  have  occurred  : — 

DEWSBURY. 


Street. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Asylum  Road 

1 

Ashworth  Road 

1 

Albion  Street 

1 

Burgh  Mill  Lane 

3 

Brooke  Street  (Back) 

1 

Beckett  Road  ...  ... 

1 

Bank  Street 

1 

Bradford  Road 

1 

Carlton  Road 

1 

Crackenedge  Lane 

3 

Carlisle  Street 

2 

Commercial  Street 

2 

Ernest  Street 

1 

Granville  Street 

1 

1 

Hanover  Street 

1 

Huddersfield  Road  ... 

1 

1 

Hartley  Street 

1 

Healds  Road  (Union) 

2 

1 

3 

Halifax  Road  (Infirmary) 

2 

Ingham  Road 

1 

Lidgatte  Lane 

1 

1 

Lawson  Street  (Back) 

2 

Moor  End  Lane 

1 

Manor  Place 

1 

Oastler  Street 

1 

1 

Ridgway  Street 

1 

Ridgway  Street  (Back) 

1 

Stoney  Bank  Street  ... 

1 

School  Lane 

1 

Staincliffe  Road 

1 

Spring  Street 

1 

Thornhill  Road 

1 

Tweedale  Street 

2 

Upper  Road 

1 

Upper  Cross  Street  ... 

Wellington  Road 

1 

Woodbine  Street 

1 

23 

12  1 

9 

10 

Total  55. 


Puerperal 

Fever. 
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RAVENSTHORPE. 


Street. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

i 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Erysipel  as. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Bradbury  Street 

1 

Charles  Street 

1 

Calder  Road 

1 

Havelock  Street 

1 

Huddersfield  Road  ... 

2 

■ 

John  Street 

1 

Myrtle  Road 

1 

Netherfield  Road 

2 

North  Road 

1 

South  View  Terrace  ... 

1 

Sackville  Street 

2 

1 

1 

School  Street 

1 

4 

10 

1 

1 

1 

Total  17. 


SOOTHILLS. 


Street. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Bank  Top  ... 

1 

1 

Battye  Street 

2 

Bennett  Lane 

1 

Chickenley  Heath 

1 

Commercial  Street 

1 

Caulms  Wood  Road  ... 

1 

Crackenedge  Lane 

1 

Hollingroyd  Road 

1 

Leeds  Road 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Mount  Pleasant 

2 

Owl  Lane  ... 

4 

Wakefield  Road 

1 

13 

4 

2 

3 

Total  22. 
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THORNHILL. 


Street. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Briestfield  Lane  ... 

2 

Brewery  Lane 

1 

Bretton  Street 

2 

Back  o’Moon 

1 

Combs  Road 

10 

Common,  The 

2 

Charlesworth  Street 

2 

Edge  Lane 

1 

Edge  Road 

1 

Eorge  Lane 

1 

Grange  Moor 

3 

High  Street 

1 

1 

Headfield  Road 

Lees  Hall  Road 

1 

Morton  Street 

3 

Mill  Street  East  ... 

1 

Pioneer  Street 

1 

Queen  Street 

1 

Smithy  Brook 

1 

Slaithwaite  Road  ... 

1 

Thornton  Road 

Whitley  ... 

1 

Warren  Street 

36 

1 

1 

Total  43. 


Erysipelas. 
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Number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  in  the  present  sub- 
registration district  of  Dewsbury  during  each  of  the  past  twelve 
years  : — * 


Small-pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

Relapsing 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

Chicken-pox. 

Totals. 

1901 

229 

11 

2 

10 

1 

14 

267 

1902 

7 

95 

16 

1 

10 

10 

23 

162 

1903 

137 

50 

17 

13 

2 

18 

237 

1904 

552 

50 

35 

27 

14 

45 

723 

1905 

12 

162 

42 

1 

19 

3 

1 

16 

44 

300 

1906 

48 

24 

21 

1 

2 

10 

33 

139 

1907 

65 

17 

22 

2 

16 

122 

1908 

1 

26 

11 

30 

1 

7 

76 

1909 

67 

17 

11 

1 

10 

106 

1910 

45 

11 

7 

2 

10 

75 

1911 

45 

23 

9 

3 

12 

92 

1912 

61 

14 

7 

1 

12 

95 

1913 

23 

14 

9 

1 

10 
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The  total  number  of  cases  (139)  was  a very  satisfactory  decrease 
compared  with  the  figures  of  the  previous  year  (254).  The  decrease 
was  especially  marked  in  the  Old  Borough,  in  Ravensthorpe,  and  in 
the  Soothills.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  in  Thornhill, 
and  compared  with  many  neighbouring  districts  and  other  large 
towns  in  the  Riding  Dewsbury  has  been  very  fortunate. 


Scarlet  Fever. — The  majority  of  cases  of  course  occurred  in 
children  of  school  age.  Many  cases  were  definitely  traced  to  a 
former  case,  for  instance  of  the  ten  occurring  in  Thornhill  in 
January,  six  were  in  two  adjoining  houses  and  related  to  one 
another,  subsequently  another  case  occurred  in  one  of  the  houses, 
and  another  relation  in  a third  house.  In  Soothills  in  March  and 
April  five  cases  were  connected  with  one  another.  In  several 
instances  a case  has  not  been  found  and  diagnosed  until  the  peeling 
stage  has  well  advanced. 

The  number  of  instances  where  more  than  one  case  occurred  in 
the  same  house  was  as  follows  : — five  in  one  case ; three  in  four 
cases;  and  two  in  four  cases. 
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Diphtheria. — The  number  of  notified  cases  in  the  old  Borough 
was  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  two  notified  from  one 
house  in  April  should  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  list  as  was 
agreed  to  by  the  practitioner.  The  three  notified  in  January  were 
from  one  house.  This  disease  has  been  prevalent  in  neighbouring 
districts  and  we  have  been  fortunate  perhaps  in  not  having  more 
cases.  Comparatively  more  cases  occurred  in  Ravensthorpe  than  in 
other  parts  of  the  Borough.  There  was  an  outbreak  in  December 
which  might  have  assumed  more  serious  proportions.  I had  reason 
to  believe  that  the  first  case  contracted  the  disease  outside  the 
Borough.  Five  school  children  were  notified  and  on  December 
23rd  I visited  the  schools  and  took  swabbings  from  all  the  infants 
present,  and  subsequently  from  all  the  infant  absentees.  In  all  ten 
carriers  were  found,  and  these  were  not  allowed  to  go  back  to 
school  until  two  consecutive  negative  bacteriological  results  were 
obtained. 

Whenever  there  has  been  an  outbreak  of  any  proportion 
amongst  school  children  I have  found  a certain  number  of  carrier 
cases.  This  can  only  be  ascertained  by  taking  swabs  from  the 
children.  I don’t  think  it  is  much  good  looking  at  the  throats  and 
taking  a swab  from  those  only  which  appear  congested  or  which 
show  some  enlargement  of  tonsils ; every  one  should  be  done. 
Cases  have  been  notified  during  this  year  (1914)  but  there  has  been 
no  epidemic.  During  outbreaks  of  this  disease,  parents  should 
consult  their  doctor  whenever  a child  complains  of  sore  throat, 
how7ever  slight,  as  the  disease  may  be  in  such  a mild  form  as  to  be 
otherwise  overlooked.  The  child  may  only  be  poorly  a few  days, 
but  it  is  infectious  for  a long  period  and  can  give  the  disease  to 
others  who  may  have  serious  attacks  ; but  whether  the  attack  is 
mild  or  severe  complications  of  a serious  nature  may  supervene. 
The  medical  men  in  the  district  have  been  fully  alive  to  the  advan- 
tages of  bacteriological  examinations  as  aids  to  diagnosis,  and 
although  these  examinations  cost  a little  money  it  is  better  to  pay 
for  a hundred  negative  cases  than  to  miss  a positive  case. 

The  number  of  instances  of  diphtheria  attacking  more  than  one 
person  in  the  same  house  is  as  follows  : — Three  cases  once ; two 
cases  three  times. 

Medical  men  are  asked  to  obtain  two  consecutive  negative 
swabs  before  certifying  a notified  case  to  be  free  from  infection. 
Practical  experience  has  shown  that  one  is  not  sufficient. 


63 


Provision  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin. — This  anti-toxin  is 
supplied  by  the  Local  Authority  on  application  by  medical  men  free 
in  necessitous  cases.  During  the  year  6 applications  have  been 
made  for  a total  of  18,000  units.  The  number  of  units  per  applica- 
tion being  4000  three  times ; and  2000  three  times. 

Enteric  Fever. — Ten  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and 
nine  of  them  occurred  in  the  Old  Borough.  In  one  instance  two 
occurred  in  one  house.  The  second  certainly  contracted  the  disease 
from  the  first  case.  In  four  cases  shell-fish  (mussels  2,  mussels  and 
cockles  1,  and  oysters  1)  had  been  eaten  about  a fortnight  before  the 
commencement  of  the  illnesses. 


Small-pox. — No  case  occurred  during  the  year.  Vaccination 
is  fast  falling  into  disrepute,  and  now  the  figures  show  for  1913  that 
there  have  been  more  exemptions  than  vaccinations. 


The  number  of  successful  primary  vaccinations  and  exemptions 
for  certain  districts  is  shown  as  follows  : — 


District.  Successful  Vaccinations.  Exemptions. 

Dewsbury  ...  ...  ...  341  ...  276 

Mirfield  (including  Ravensthorpe)  208  ...  167 

Soothills  ...  ...  ...  80  ...  212 

Thornhill  ...  ...  ...  89  ...  122 


718  781 


Acute  Poliomyelites  and  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — These 
illnesses  are  now  notifiable,  but  none  occurred  during  the  year. 


Bacteriological  Aids  to  Diagnosis. — I have  given  the  list 
of  specimens  taken  and  examined  in  a former  section.  The  total 
number,  1027,  is  far  in  advance  of  any  previous  annual  number. 
There  were  fewer  blood  and  sputum  examinations,  but  considerably 
more  throat  swabs,  and  hair  examined.  Of  the  305  throat  swabs 
217  were  taken  by  myself  in  December,  and  several  additional  ones 
from  contacts  were  taken  by  me  during  different  periods  of  the 
year. 

Disinfection. — Disinfection  is  carried  out  on  the  termination 
of  a notifiable  infectious  disease  by  death  or  natural  termination,  or 
on  the  removal  of  a patient  to  the  Hospital.  This  also  applies  in 
cases  of  consumption  or  of  any  form  of  tuberculosis  accompanied  by 
discharges,  and  also  when  the  patient  leaves  the  house  temporarily 
or  permanently. 
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In  any  case  of  illness  disinfection  is  carried  out  on  request. 

Formalin,  in  the  form  of  vapour  or  spray,  or  both,  is  the  agent 
used,  and  those  articles,  such  as  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  which 
cannot  be  thoroughly  disinfected  by  this  method,  which  is  a surface 
one,  are  removed  to  the  Depot  and  treated  in  the  steam  disinfector. 
There  are,  of  course  separate  vehicles  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
infected  and  disinfected  articles,  and  they  are  kept  in  a proper 
condition  of  cleanliness  and  repair. 

The  rooms  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the  George  Street 
Depot  have  been  used  for  giving  shelter  to  inmates  of  houses  whilst 
the  house  has  been  undergoing  the  process  of  disinfection.  The 
Station  was  erected  in  1904,  to  deal  with  the  small-pox  epidemic. 
The  floors  and  walls  are  of  wood.  The  structure  is  practically  a 
temporary  building,  it  is  difficult  to  keep  clean,  and  cannot  be 
considered  an  up-to-date  permanent  one,  which  we  should  possess. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  disinfection  carried 
out : — 

In  connection  with  184 

private  houses  ...  295  rooms  and  3069  articles. 

At  the  Infirmary  ...  5 wards  and  59  articles. 

At  5 Schools  ...  ...  37  rooms. 

Destruction  of  Bedding,  Etc. — At  the  request  of  owners 
78  beds,  141  mattresses,  55  pillows  and  105  other  articles  have  been 
destroyed  by  burning  at  the  destructor. 

Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — The  more  important 
non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  measles,  whooping  cough, 
mumps  and  chicken-pox.  The  first  two  are  much  more  dangerous 
to  life  than  the  others.  Head  Teachers  and  School  Attendance 
Officers  notify  me  on  special  certificates  provided  for  the  purpose 
of  cases  of  these  diseases  which  come  before  their  notice.  During 
the  year  I have  received  448  certificates,  viz.  : — measles  283, 
whooping  cough  27,  chicken-pox  98,  mumps  40.  In  addition  other 
contagious  affections  are  notified,  such  as  ringworm,  eczema,  scabies, 
and  sore  eyes. 

Measles. — There  have  been  fewer  notifications  of  this  disease 
during  the  year  than  in  the  previous  year,  the  figures  being  283  in 
1913,  and  440  in  1912.  There  has  consequently  been  a satisfactory 
reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths,  for  whereas  in  1912  there  were 
29,  in  1913  there  were  11. 
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The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  young  children  attending 
Elementary  Schools,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  school  contact  is 
chiefly  responsible  for  the  spread  of  the  disease.  On  the  other  hand 
many  cases  occur  in  houses  in  which  there  are  no  school  children  at 
all.  In  theory  measles  should  be  more  or  less  preventable  by  school 
closure,  but  in  practice  it  would  be  found  that  if  school  closure  were 
rigidly  adhered  to  and  on  sound  lines,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
school  service,  so  far  as  infants’  departments  are  concerned,  would 
be  so  disorganised  as  not  to  make  it  worth  while  opening  at  all. 
This  of  course  is  the  chief  argument  for  advising  that  young  children, 
especially  those  under  five  years  be  not  allowed  to  attend  school. 
The  age  of  five  is  taken  partly  because  of  the  high  death  rates  from 
this  disease  in  children  under  this  age.  Children  do  not  often  have 
measles  a second  time,  for  this  reason  the  upper  schools  do  not 
suffer  much,  but  if  they  were  protected  from  the  illness  until  after 
they  attained  the  age  of  five  years,  it  is  possible  that  the  upper 
school  services  wTould  be  very  considerably  disorganised,  as  in  the 
upper  schools  there  would  be  many  more  children  attending  and 
net  practically  protected  by  already  having  had  the  disease. 

It  is  very  necessary  however  that  parents  should  realise  that 
measles  is  a very  serious  disease,  and  that  most  deaths  take  place 
from  lung  complications  to  which  they  are  especially  liable.  That 
the  number  of  deaths  would  be  considerably  reduced  if  due  weight 
were  given  to  the  above  facts  I am  convinced. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  was  considerably  less  Whooping 
Cough  during  1913  compared  with  1912,  and  fewer  deaths,  viz.:  5 
as  against  13. 


Section  V. — Prevalence  of  and  Control  over 

Tuberculosis 

The  notification  of  Tubercular  diseases  has  again  been  the 
subject  of  a new  order. 

In  December,  1912,  “ The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 

Regulations,  1912,”  were  issued  in  which  were  embodied  the  regu- 
lations for  the  notification  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  all 
Tubercular  diseases. 

The  regulations  came  into  force  on  February  1st,  1913,  and  on 
this  date  all  previous  regulations  and  orders  made  by  the  Local 
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Government  Board  were  revoked.  The  previous  regulations  applied 
to  Tubercular  diseases  of  the  lungs  only,  whereas  the  new  regula- 
tions apply  to  all  Tubercular  diseases. 

Notifications  may  be  divided  into  two  classes,  viz.,  “primary” 
and  “ supplemental.” 


“Primary  notification”  is  required  of  every  case  of  Tuber- 
culosis unless  the  practitioner  has  reasonable  grounds  for  believing 
that  the  case  has  already  been  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  appropriate  district.  A supplemental  notification  is 
an  additional  notification  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  a Poor-Law 
Institution  or  of  a Sanatorium  of  a case  which  has  been  previously 
notified.  Primary  notifications  are  made  on  Forms  A and  B ; the 
latter  is  for  use  by  a School  Medical  Inspector ; the  former  by  other 
practitioners.  Supplemental  notifications  are  made  on  Forms  C 
and  D,  the  former  relating  to  the  admission  of  a patient  to  a Poor- 
Law  Institution  or  to  a Sanatorium,  the  latter  relating  to  the 
discharge  of  a patient. 


Form  A is  to  be  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the 
Practitioner  within  48  hours  of  the  latter  becoming  aware  of  the 
existence  of  the  disease.  Forms  B C and  D are  to  be  sent  before 
the  Saturday  mid-night  of  any  specific  week. 


The  following  table  shows 
appropriate  to  each  case  : — 

A Medical  Practitioner 

acting  in  the  capacity  of 

Private  Practitioner  

Medical  Officer  of  a Hospital 

Medical  Officer  of  a Poor- 
Law  Institution 

District  Medical  Officer 
(Poor-Law)  

Medical  Officer  of  a Tuber- 
culosis Dispensary 

Medical  Officer  of  a Sana- 
torium   

School  Medical  Inspector 


the  Form  of  Notification  which  is 


is  required  to  make 


Primary 
Notification  of 

new  cases  on 

Form  A 

Form  A 

Supplemental 
Notification  of 

old  cases  on 

Form  A 

Forms  C & D 

Form  A 

— 

Form  A 

— 

Form  A 

Form  B 

Forms  C & D 
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In  the  case  of  Hospitals,  Poor-Law  Institutions  and  Sanatoria, 
the  notifications  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  district  in  which  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  the  patient  is 
situate. 

The  number  of  certificates  received  during  the  year  does  not 
mean  that  all  are  new  cases.  As  will  already  have  been  gathered 
any  number  from  one  to  four  (A,  B,  0,  D)  may  be  received  relating 
to  one  case,  and  more  than  one  certificate  of  any  single  Form  may 
be  received  ; for  instance  a patient  may  seek  the  advice  of  more  than 
one  medical  man  for  the  same  complaint,  with  the  result  that  there 
may  be  more  than  one  “A”  certificate  relating  to  this  same  patient. 


The  actual  number  of  certificates  received  during  the  year  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  after  rectification  of  certain  omissions. 


Site. 

During  January. 

From  Feb.  1st  to 
Dec.  31st. 

Tot- 

als. 

Lungs  ... 

Tuberculosis  Regulations 

1908  1 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

141 

Tuberculosis  Regulations 
1911,  Form  A.  5 

Tuberculosis  Regulations 
1912 

98 

4 

21 

12 

Spine 

> * 

4 

4 

Glands  ... 

n 

9 

4 

13 

Peritoneum 

) > 

1 

1 

Hip 

> > 

3 

3 

Knee 

>> 

5 

1 

6 

Bone  of  Leg 

y y 

1 

1 

Foot 

y y 

1 

1 

2 

Brain 

y y 

1 

1 

Larynx  ... 

> ) 

2 

2 

General  . . 

yy 

5 

5 

Totals  6 

130 

10 

21 

12 

179 

The  omissions  referred  to  are  A 3,  and  0 5,  five  cases  having 
been  admitted  to  Sanatorium  without  any  intimation  of  such. 

The  above  figures  do  not  represent  the  number  of  new  cases  of 
Dewsbury  residents  notified  during  the  year,  as  there  were  twTo  non- 
residents notified  in  error,  and  which  were  subsequently  transferred 
to  the  proper  districts,  and  eight  cases  were  notified  during  the 
previous  )ear. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  actual  number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  year  classified  for  age  and  sex  : — 


co 

Q 

o 

I — I 
pH 

P-i 


O 

<1 


co 

tJ 

•< 

EH  — 
O 


co 

05 


CO 


nO 


03 


03  no 


CO 


05 


CO 


CO 


CO 

03 


03 


03  03 

CO 


no 

CO 


CO 

CO 


*°  r 

COpL| 

fH 

CD 


03 


03 


nO 

co 


R 


lO 


CO 


o 

CO 


lO  n-, 
nO  ^ 

no 


*-0  lXj 
TjH  HH 

no  g 
CO  ^ 


no 

CO 


no 

00 


CO 


CO 


CO  ^ 

nig 

03  ^ 


>o 


nO  Fri 

CM  HH 

og 

03  ^ 


no 

Ttt 


03 


CO 

r—i 

03 


03 


05 

CO 


o rv, 

03  M 


CO 


CO 


2^ 


no 

03 


03 


03 


O 

t-H 

CO 


The  above  Table  shows  there  is  very  little  difference  in  the 
sex  incidence.  As  for  age  incidence  it  is  seen  that  the  majority  of 
cases  are  adults,  that  non-pulmonary  cases  are  limited  to  the  first 
half  or  third  of  the  expectation  of  life,  and  that  most  of  these  occur 
in  early  youth  and  childhood  ; whereas  in  the  pulmonary  (lung) 
cases  there  is  an  increase  from  childhood  to  youth,  again  from  youth 
to  adult  life,  and  then  a big  decrease  in  old  age. 
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Of  the  above  cases  the  following  died 
during  the  year. 

Lungs  (primary  notification)  ... 
Glands 

Brain 

General  ... 


39 

1 (died  from  inanition 
and  convulsions.) 

1 

4 

45 


In  my  Report  for  1912  I told  you  that  out  of  101  Dewsbury 
Consumptives  notified  during  that  year  34  had  died ; a further 
19  died  during  1913. 

Treatment  of  Tubercular  Diseases. — During  the  year  1913 
so  much  has  been  said  relating  to  Consumption  and  other  Tuber- 
cular diseases  that  it  can  hardly  have  failed  to  have  reached  the 
notice  of  every  section  of  the  community.  Many  may  only  have  a vague 
idea ; others  have  obtained  a deeper  insight  into  what  has  become  a 
national  crusade.  It  may  be  that  even  now  the  whole  question  is 
in  its  infancy,  but  if  it  is  so— it  is  a lusty  infant.  Orders  and  circulars 
of  the  highest  value  have  been  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  respecting  the  disease,  its  nature,  the  modern  methods  of 
treatment,  and  the  means  to  be  taken  to  prevent  its  spread,  and  so 
guard  the  public  health.  Special  provisions  have  been  made  in  the 
Insurance  Act  to  secure  or  to  endeavour  to  secure  adequate 
treatment  for  insured  persons  suffering  from  the  disease  in  all 
its  forms  and  stages,  and  if  the  funds  of  the  various  committees  are 
adequate  they  are  empowered  to  extend  the  benefits  to  dependents 
of  insured  persons ; this  however  is  not  likely  to  accrue  at  present. 

It  is  the  duty  of  an  Insurance  Committee  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  treatment  of  its  Insured  persons,  and  they,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Insurance  Commissioners,  may  enter  into  agreements 
with  any  Person  or  Authority  (other  than  a Poor-Law  Authority) 
that,  in  consideration  of  such  Person  or  Authority  providing  treat- 
ment in  a sanatorium  or  other  institution  or  otherwise  for  persons 
recommended  by  the  Committee  for  Sanatorium  benefit,  the  Com- 
mittee will  contribute  out  of  the  funds  available  for  Sanatorium 
benefit  such  annual  or  other  payment,  and  subject  to  such  conditions 
and  for  such  period  as  may  be  agreed.  For  the  prevention,  detection 
and  treatment  of  the  disease  it  has  been  recommended  that  existing 
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public  health  administration  should  be  supplemented  by  the  estab- 
lishment and  equipment  of  two  units  linked  up  to  the  general 
public  health  and  medical  work  now  carried  on  and  working  in 
harmony  with  the  General  Practitioner.  The  first  unit  consists  of 
tuberculosis  dispensary,  whose  functions  are  manifold.  The  second 
unit  consists  of  institutions  in  which  in-patient  treatment  is  given. 

The  unit  area  should  generally  be  that  of  the  county  or 
county  borough  or  groups  of  these. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  whole  scheme  should  be  organised 
and  managed  by  the  County  Council  or  County  Borough  Council, 
acting  in  co-operation,  in  the  case  of  the  County  Council,  with  the 
local  sanitary  authorities  of  the  area,  and  in  both  cases  with 
the  Insurance  Committee  and  with  any  charitable  or  voluntary 
organisation  concerned  in  the  treatment  or  prevention  of  the 
disease. 

It  is  evident  therefore,  that  the  first  duty  of  a County  Borough 
Council  is  to  formulate  a complete  scheme,  and  during  the  forma- 
tion of  a scheme  to  consult  the  local  Insurance  Committee. 

Whatever  be  the  precise  nature  of  the  scheme  it  should  relate 
to  the  whole  population  of  the  area,  so  that  both  insured  and 
uninsured  may  receive  any  or  all  the  benefits  obtainable  from  the 
services  of  the  Officers  and  the  Institutions. 

The  Present  Position  as  far  as  Dewsbury  is  Concerned. — 
A Dispensary  Unit. — When  the  Insurance  Act  came  into  force  the 
Borough  did  not  possess  County  Borough  powers,  and  seeing  that 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  contemplated  establishing  a 
Dispensary  in  the  Borough  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  Borough 
and  other  adjoining  areas,  it  was  tentatively  agreed  between  the  County 
Council  and  the  Borough  Council  that  if  this  were  done,  the  County 
Council  should  continue  to  carry  on  dispensary  treatment  on  behalf 
of  Dewsbury  subsequent  to  their  attaining  County  Borough  powers. 
This  was  definitely  decided  upon,  and  an  agreement  was  entered 
into  between  the  County  Council  and  the  County  Borough  Council 
(the  Borough  then  having  attained  County  Borough  powers) 
whereby  the  former  should  undertake  dispensary  treatment  for  the 
latter  for  a period  of  years  upon  certain  terms,  viz.,  the  Corporation 
shall  pay  such  proportion  of  the  expenditure  of  the  County  Council 
as  the  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  Borough  of  Dewsbury  who 
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are  treated  at  the  Dispensary  bears  to  the  total  number  of  persons 
resident  in  the  County  who  are  treated  at  Dispensaries. 

Dispensary  treatment  was  first  available  on  June  23rd,  tem- 
porary quarters  being  found  in  the  Town  Hall,  whilst  the  permanent 
building  was  being  made  ready.  The  permanent  building  was 
available  for  use  on  October  8th,  1913. 

The  Dispensary  is  a detached  building  situate  in  its  own  grounds 
in  Halifax  Koad,  and  is  opposite  the  General  Infirmary.  In  addition 
to  the  general  treatment  room  and  waiting  room  there  is  provision 
for  four  in-patients — two  of  each  sex.  There  is  a resident  care- 
taker and  wife. 

The  staff  consists  of  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Officer  (Dr. 
Priestley),  and  two  Nurses,  the  latter  residing  on  the  premises.  It 
is  open  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  mornings,  and  Monday  and 
Thursday  afternoons  and  evenings.  The  evening  hours  have,  of 
course,  been  arranged  for  the  convenience  of  patients  who  are  working 
or  otherwise  unable  to  attend  during  the  day.  As  far  as  possible 
new  cases  are  asked  to  present  themselves  on  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  mornings.  Dr.  Priestley  and  I work  together  in  complete 
accord,  and  I frequently  visit  the  Institution,  especially  during  the 
evening  sessions. 

Dispensary  Unit  Administration. — When  I receive  from  a 
Medical  Practitioner  a notification  of  a case  of  Tubercular  disease  I 
send  a copy  to  the  Dispensary  Officer ; on  the  receipt  of  this,  he 
sends  to  the  patient  a circular-letter  offering  dispensary  treatment, 
at  the  same  time  informing  the  patient’s  doctor,  and  if  there  has 
been  no  response  after  a reasonable  period  one  of  his  nurses  visits  the 
home  of  the  patient,  to  obtain  information  bearing  on  the  case.  In 
the  case  of  a private  patient,  should  the  practitioner  definitely  state 
that  the  Dispensary’s  services  were  not  required  or  desired,  such 
would  be  respected.  When  a patient  has  been  admitted  to  or 
discharged  from  a Sanatorium  or  other  Institution  I inform  him  of 
the  fact,  and  similarly  in  the  case  of  deaths.  The  form  of  treatment 
accorded  to  those  attending  the  Dispensary  is  of  course  decided 
upon  by  Dr.  Priestley,  and  he  recommends  those  insured  persons 
who  are  suitable  cases  for  admission  to  Sanatorium  to  the  Insurance 
Committee  for  their  consideration. 

Consultation  with  Practitioners. — Dr.  Priestley  is  always 
ready  and  willing  to  see  patients  in  consultation  with  General 
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Practitioners  either  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  or  otherwise. 
Occasionally  persons  have  sought  advice  at  the  Dispensary,  although 
under  private  treatment,  without  haying  informed  their  doctor  of 
their  intention.  Dr.  Priestley  is  in  these  cases  careful  to  see  that 
the  practitioner  is  informed  and  to  obtain  his  sanction  before  he 
proceeds  at  all.  It  is  the  desire  of  officials  to  work  in  harmony  with 
the  practitioner  and  to  conform  with  the  rules  of  medical  ethics. 

Examination  of  Contacts  and  the  Detection  of  Unrecog- 
nised Cases. — This  again  is  one  of  the  Dispensary’s  functions. 
Other  members  of  the  family  of  a notified  case  are  advised  to  be 
examined  for  this  purpose.  The  Doctor  explains  the  advantages  of 
this  course  of  action  to  those  attending  the  dispensary,  and  to  those 
who  do  not  attend,  the  matter  is  explained  by  the  Nurse  when  she 
is  making  home  visits.  The  response  to  this  is  disappointing,  and 
especially  so  is  the  fact  that  frequently  persons  examined  for  the 
first  time  and  who  are  asked  to  come  again  in  a month,  certain  signs 
and  symptoms  making  the  cases  suspicious  though  perhaps  doubtful, 
fail  to  do  so.  The  sooner  it  is  recognised  that  it  is  imperative  for 
diagnosis  to  be  made  whilst  the  disease  is  in  an  early  stage,  the 
better  it  will  be  for  the  individual  and  the  community  in  general. 

Home  Visiting. — I have  previously  mentioned  that  the  tuber- 
culosis nurses  visit  the  homes  of  consumptives.  This  is  done  not 
only  to  offer  dispensary  treatment  in  certain  cases,  but  also  to 
explain  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  procuring  the  best  hygienic 
conditions  in  the  home  available  under  the  circumstances.  Subse- 
quent visits  are  made  to  see  that  the  instructions  are  carried  out. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Dispensary  in  July,  home 
visitation  was  undertaken  by  the  two  Town’s  Matrons. 

The  following  are  the  chief  figures  relating  to  the  dispensary  as 
far  as  Dewsbury  people  are  concerned  : — 

Number  who  have  attended  the  Dispensary  ...  180 

Number  of  persons  notified  as  suffering 

from  Tuberculosis  ...  Lungs  95 

,,  ,,  ,,  ...  Glands  6 

,,  ,,  ,,  ...  Knee  2 

, , , , , , ...  Hip  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  ...  Skin  2 

,,  „ „ ...  Larynx  1 180 

Number  of  persons  not  notified  as  suffering 

from  disease  contacts,  &c.  ...  ...  72 


180 


73 


Number  of  insured  persons,  notified  cases 

,,  ,,  ,,  contacts,  etc.,  not 

suffering  from  disease 

Number  of  uninsured  persons,  notified  cases  ... 
,,  ,,  ,,  contacts,  etc.,  not 

suffering  from  disease 


62  121 


10  59 

59 


49 


180 


Of  the  108  cases  notified  as  being  tubercular  it  is  probable  that 
8 were  cases  of  mistaken  diagnosis. 

Of  the  72  not  notified  it  is  possible  that  some  may  have  the 
disease  in  an  early  unrecognised  form,  as  amongst  them  are  those 
who  were  asked  to  come  again  to  the  dispensary  for  further  exami- 
nation but  did  not  do  so. 

Of  those  persons  who  have  not  visited  the  dispensary  at  all, 
although  notified  cases,  it  must  be  remembered  that  some  were 
Poor  Law  cases  and  inmates  of  the  Workhouse,  a few  were 
Dewsbury  residents  in  Institutions  (Asylums)  in  other  areas,  a 

t 

moderate  number  were  too  ill  to  attend,  being  advanced  cases  when 
notified,  or  when  the  dispensary  was  first  available. 

Cost  of  Dispensary  Unit. — The  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the 
Dispensary  Unit  payable  by  the  Local  Authority  will,  I estimate,  be 
about  £600  per  annum,  but  from  this  sum  is  to  be  deducted  the 
contribution  from  the  Local  Insurance  Committee.  The  deficit  will 
not  fall  entirely  upon  the  Dewsbury  ratepayers,  as  a substantial 
grant  should  come  from  the  Treasury. 

“ The  finance  of  a complete  Dispensary  and  Sanatorium  scheme 
approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  Insurance  Com- 
missioners is  as  follows  : — 

Deduct  from  total  cost  the  amounts  received  from  Insurance 
Committees  or  other  similar  sources  of  income,  of  the  deficit 
50  per  cent.,  viz.,  one-half  is  met  by  a grant  from  the 
Treasury  ; the  other  half  is  a charge  on  the  rates.” 

The  Dispensary  cost  certainly  appears,  and  is,  high,  and  in  my 
opinion  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  provision  of  observation  beds  which 
of  course  has  necessitated  larger  premises  and  resident  caretakers. 
In  the  December,  1912  circular  from  the  Local  Government  Board, 
one  reads — “It  is  desirable  that  observation  beds  should  be  available 
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“ for  use  in  connection  with  a dispensary,  though  the  beds  need  not 
“be  in  the  dispensary  itself.”  Subsequently  in  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board’s  November,  1913  circular  appears  the  following 
paragraph.  “ In  general,  the  Board  consider  that  beds  for  purposes 
“ of  observation  should  be  provided  elsewhere  than  at  dispensaries, 

“ as  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  beds  at  dispensaries  will  probably  be 
“found  to  be  excessive,  and  difficulties  may  arise  in  regard  to 
“ administration.”  This  was  found  to  be  the  case  when  two  patients 
were  in  the  dispensary,  and  I do  not  think  the  Dispensary  Officer 
will  admit  others  under  present  conditions  if  he  can  help  it. 

B. — Sanatorium  Unit. — The  Sanatorium  Unit  practically 
consists  of  the  provision  of — 

Sanatorium  beds. 

Hospital  bed. 

Hospital  beds  as  distinguished  from  Sanatorium  beds  are 
required — 

For  the  treatment  and  isolation  of  advanced  cases. 

For  the  treatment  of  emergency  cases,  presenting  acute 
manifestations  of  disease. 

For  patients  needing  observation  for  the  purpose  of  diag- 
nosis or  for  determining  the  form  of  treatment. 

For  patients  for  whom  a short  course  of  educational  treat- 
ment is  considered  desirable. 

For  patients  requiring  operative  or  other  surgical  treatment. 

The  Sanatorium  Unit  may  comprise  also  farm  colonies,  and 
open-air  schools. 

The  Local  Authority  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  provide  a 
Sanatorium  Unit,  but  as  you  are  aware  it  has  been  proposed  to 
convert  the  old  Small-pox  Hospital  at  Whitley  into  a small  Sana^ 
torium.  Plans,  etc.,  have  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  one  of  their  Inspectors,  “ Dr.  Seymour,”  has  been  to 
Dewsbury  to  inspect,  and  the  Local  Government  Board’s  decision 
is  now  being  awaited.  If  the  scheme  is  sanctioned  it  is  proposed  to 
provide  twelve  beds  for  males,  and  as  this  number  is  double  the 
number  of  beds  considered  necessary  for  one  sex  for  the  Borough, 
the  probabilities  are  that  exchanges  will  be  made  with  some  other 
Authority  who  have  beds  for  females. 
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The  Local  Insurance  Committee  have  perforce  been  obliged  to 
send  their  Sanatorium  patients  to  various  institutions  under  the 
control  of  others  than  the  Local  Authority.  They  have  sent  seven 
males  and  eight  females  away  during  the  year.  Two  of  the  females 
and  three  males  were  still  in  the  Institutions  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
The  females  have  gone  to  Morton  Banks  Sanatorium,  near  Keighley, 
and  the  males,  two  to  the  East  Anglican,  three  to  the  Cardigan,  and 
two  to  the  Brierley  Gap  Sanatoria. 

Sanatorium  Treatment  afforded  by  Voluntary  Associations  : — - 
I explained  last  year  that  the  King  Edward  VII.  Memorial  Fund 
Committee  decided  to  spend  their  money  in  helping  deserving  and 
suitable  cases  to  obtain  Sanatorium  Treatment.  During  1913,  five 
patients  were  sent  to  Sanatoria. 

Other  Institutional  Treatment  for  Tuberculosis  : — The  Poor- 
Law  Authority  have  at  the  Workhouse  Infirmary  a number  of  open- 
air  beds  for  both  sexes. 

The  Dewsbury  and  District  General  Infirmary  have  never 
closed  their  doors  against  any  suitable  case,  and  during  the  year 
non-pulmonary  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  admitted.  In 
connection  with  this  Institution  I might  here  mention  that  their 
up-to-date  X-ray  apparatus  has  been  made  use  of  for  purposes  of 
diagnosis. 

General  Methods  Adopted  for  the  Control  of  Tuber- 
culosis : — 

(a)  Home  Visitation.  — I have  already  explained  when 
describing  the  Dispensary  Unit,  that  the  Tuberculosis  nurses  visit 
the  homes  of  patients  in  order  to  advise  the  household  on  general 
hygiene,  and  to  advise  the  patient  how  he  should  so  regulate  his  life 
and  actions  to  the  best  advantage  for  himself  and  others. 

Subsequent  visits  are  made  to  see  that  the  instructions  given 
are  carred  out. 

(b)  Pamphlets  on  consumption  have  been  distributed  to 
Tubercular  patients. 

(c)  Sputum  bottles  are  provided  from  the  Dispensary,  and 
special  stress  is  laid  upon  the  disposal  of  the  sputum  and  the 
cleansing  of  the  bottles. 

(d)  Examination  of  contacts  is  specially  advised,  and  is  under- 
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taken  at  the  Dispensary  by  Dr.  Priestley;  but,  as  I have  before  said, 
there  has  not  been  a great  response  to  the  advice  given  that  all  con- 
tacts should  present  themselves  for  examination. 

I e ) Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority  after  the  death  of  a patient  or  on  leaving  home  for 
Sanatorium  or  elsewhere.  All  bedding,  etc.,  is  removed  to  the 
Disinfecting  Station  and  dealt  with  in  the  steam  disinfector. 

(f)  Disinfectants  are  supplied  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and 
also  carbolic  Soap  in  necessitous  cases. 

((g)  House  Inspection. — On  the  receipt  of  a notification  the 
house  is  inspected,  records  made  as  under  the  provisions  for  housing 
inspection  under  the  Housing  Town  Planning  etc.  Act,  and  appro- 
priate notices  issued  where  necessary. 

Section  V8.— Investigations  of  other  Diseases. 

Diarrhcea. — There  was  a considerable  amount  of  diarrhoea, 
more  especially  during  August,  September,  and  October,  the  districts 
chiefly  affected  being  the  Matts,  Eastboro’,  Batley  Carr,  and 
Thornhill  Lees.  During  these  months  the  Matrons  visited  these 
areas  almost  daily.  Householders  were  advised  as  to  the  necessity 
of  special  cleanliness  in  the  home  and  the  protection  of  food,  especi- 
ally milk,  from  contamination  by  dust  and  flies.  They  were  advised 
to  keep  their  yards  clean  and  to  burn  as  much  household  refuse  as 
possible.  Ashpits  were  not  emptied  in  these  areas  as  frequently  as 
should  have  been  ; instead  of  weekly  it  was  once  a fortnight  or  three 
weeks.  As  a rule  when  diarrhoea  has  been  rife  the  Dawgreen  area  has 
suffered  as  much  or  even  more  than  elsewhere,  but  this  time  there  was 
not  excessive  prevalence.  Ashpits  in  this  area  were  emptied 
weekly  on  my  representation,  and  it  is  quite  fair  to  assume  that  this 
accounted  for  the  diminution  of  cases.  It  is  accepted  that  thorough 
scavenging  and  frequent  removal  of  refuse  plays  a great  part  in 
preventing  excessive  incidence  of  this  disease. 

Anthrax. — Five  cases  (all  males)  of  Anthrax  occurred  during 
the  year.  This  is  an  exceptional  number.  All  cases  occurred,  in 
connection  with  factories,  and  two  at  one  place.  They  occurred  in 
February,  March,  June,  November  and  December.  All  were 
treated  with  serum.  Under  the  Factory  and  Workshops’  Acts,  the 
cases  were  fully  reported  to  His  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Factories. 
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Preventive  measures  taken  at  our  Factories  are  : Provision  for  wash- 
ing accommodation,  overalls  and  respirators,  and  the  conduction  of 
dust,  etc.,  from  shakers  to  dust  chambers  or  special  dust-collecting 
appliances.  Although  respirators  are  provided,  men  will  not  always 
wear  them  when  cleaning  out  a dust  chamber,  but  the  silly  prejudice 
against  them  is  diminishing.  Personal  washing  is  important,  and 
the  nails  should  be  kept  short,  so  as  not  to  allow  collection  of  dirt. 
In  one  case — a fatal  one — I was  struck  with  the  neglected  condition 
of  the  nails,  and  I was  told  by  a member  of  the  firm  that  the  man’s 
nails  were  always  dirty. 

Food  Poisoning. — No  definite  case  was  reported  to  this  Depart- 
ment. Early  in  the  year,  howevever,  a person  complained  of  he  and 
his  wife  being  taken  ill  one  night  with  severe  vomiting,  pain  and 
diarrhoea.  He  blamed  some  polony  which  they  had  had  for  supper  ; 
a piece  being  left,  he  brought  it  to  the  Town  Hall.  This  was 
properly  examined  at  the  Wakefield  Bacteriological  Laboratory  with 
negative  results.  The  butcher  who  sold  the  food  also  supplied  me 
with  the  names  and  address  of  a number  of  people  to  whom  he 
remembered  he  had  sold  some  of  the  same  commodity.  All  these 
people  were  visited,  but  in  no  case  had  any  illness  occurred. 

Section  VII.— Means  for  Preventing  Mortality  in 
Infancy  and  in  Childhood. 

The  Midwives’  Act,  1902,  since  April,  1913,  has  been  administered 
by  the  Local  Authority,  and  the  County  Borough  Council  has  delegated 
to  the  Health  Committee  the  powers  invested  in  them  by  the  Act. 

When  any  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  arises,  in  addition  to  routine 
disinfection  of  the  premises,  bedding,  &c.,  the  disinfection  of  the 
midwife’s  clothing  and  midwifery  outfit  is  supervised  by  the 
Corporation  Sanitary  Staff.  The  wearing  apparel  is  treated  in  the 
steam  disinfector.  When  disinfection  is  completed  the  midwife  is 
notified  that  she  may  resume  her  practice. 

There  are  14  Registered  Midwives  practising  in  the  Borough. 

The  Dewsbury  Union  Workhouse  Infirmary  is  being  used  as  a 
training  ground  for  Midwifes. 


The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  was  adopted  early  in  1908. 
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Two  Trained  Nurses  designated  the  Town’s  Matrons,  are 
employed,  their  duties  being  to  visit  and  give  advice  on  the  feeding 
and  the  general  management  of  Infants. 

Pamphlets  on  the  care  and  feeding  of  Infants  and  young 
children,  and  general  advice  to  the  mother,  have  been  distributed. 
This  has  been  revised  during  the  year. 

Food  and  medical  necessaries  have  been  given  to  mothers, 
during  the  lying-in  period,  who  were  unable  themselves  to  obtain 
them  owing  to  poverty. 

Milk  and  other  food  has  been  supplied  for  some  babies  whose 
mothers  were  unable  to  feed  them  naturally,  and  who  could  not 
afford  to  buy  the  nourishment. 

A Day  Nursery  for  Infants  and  Young  Children  has  been  estab- 
lished in  the  town  by  private  enterprise. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. — The  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  notifications  of  births  sent  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  the  number 
of  births  registered,  and  the  number  not  notified. 

Number  Number  of  Not 

of  Notifications.  Births  registered.  Notified. 


Dewsbury 

...  601 

668 

67 

Ravensthorpe 

...  149 

167 

18 

Soothill 

...  180 

195 

15 

Thornhill 

...  230 

235 

5 

1,160 

1,265 

105 

In  addition  to  notification  of  live  births,  the  following  still- 
births have  been  notified  : — 


Dewsbury 

• • • • • • 

40 

Ravensthorpe 

• • • • • • 

4 

Soothills 

• • • • • • 

4 

Thornhill 

• • • • • • 

17 

Total 

65 

Early  in  January,  notifications  are  received  of  births  which 
took  place  in  December,  and  as  one  year  balances  another,  it  may 
be  taken  there  has  been  neglect  of  notification  in  105  cases,  viz.,  8-3 
per  cent.,  a considerable  number  in  excess  of  the  previous  year’s 
figure.  The  chief  defaulters  are  medical  men. 
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Eleven  of  the  missed  cases  were  born  at  the  Workhouse 
Infirmary,  whither  the  mothers  had  gone  for  their  confinements. 
Three  were  non-residents.  It  does  not  matter  to  us  very  much  if 
we  do  not  get  notifications  of  births  from  the  Workhouse  provided 
we  are  informed  when  the  mother  and  child  are  discharged  and 
whither  they  are  going.  This  information  has  been  promised  us, 
but  it  has  been  overlooked. 

The  notifications  received  came  from  the  following  sources  : — 


Medical  men  alone  ... 

502 

From  midwives  alone 

567 

From  doctor  and  midwife 

21 

From  relations  and  others 

70 

1,160 

The  number  of  births  attended  by  midwives  alone  was  approxi- 
mately 575,  a decrease  of  54  from  the  previous  year.  The  number 
of  births  attended  by  each  midwife  was  as  follows : — 131,  92,  68,  56, 
54,  48,  45,  26,  21,  9,  6,  3,  3,  3 ; in  addition  5 cases  were  attended 
by  unregistered  women  in  cases  of  emergency,  in  each  case  a 
doctor  had  been  bespoken,  but  he  was  not  present  at  the  actual  birth. 

Work  of  the  Town’s  Matrons. — The  Matrons  make  their 
first  visit  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  notification, 
generally  within  48  hours.  They  do  not  wait  now  until  after  the 
tenth  day,  as  was  the  practice  a couple  of  years  ago  in  those  cases 
in  charge  of  medical  men,  with  whom  they  work  in  complete 
harmony. 

The  number  of  babies  visited  was  as  follows  : — 

Babies  born  in  1912  ...  ...  ...  645 

„ ,,  1913  ...  ...  ...  980 

,,  ,,  in  other  Towns  and  who  have 

been  brought  to  reside  in 
the  Borough  ...  ...  9 

1,634 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  babies  visited  in  the 
different  registration  areas,  and  tabulated  according  to  number  of 
visits  paid  to  each  : — 
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1 to  5 visits 

Dewsbury. 

510 

Ravensthorpe. 

179 

Soothill. 

136 

Thornhill. 

205 

Totals. 

1030 

5 to  10  visits 

230 

71 

60 

52 

413 

10  to  15  visits 

69 

29 

26 

32 

156 

15  to  20  visits 

4 

2 

2 

3 

11 

Over  20  visits 

7 

2 

3 

3 

15 

820 

283 

227 

295 

1625 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  infants  was  6894. 

From  July  to  November  we  had  the  very  valuable  assistance  of 
one  Voluntary  Worker — Miss  Chadwick — who  visited  the  Flatts 
area.  Miss  Chadwick  gave  two  half  days  per  week  to  the  work 
except  when  occasionally  prevented,  but  unfortunately  she  felt  she 
could  not  continue  owing  to  many  other  duties  she  had  voluntarily 
undertaken  in  connection  with  other  good  works  in  the  town.  I 
take  this  opportunity  in  again  according  her  my  best  thanks. 

Visits  to  Prospective  Mothers.-  211  visits  have  been  made. 
There  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  to 
prospective  mothers.  In  many  cases  the  women  themselves 
approach  the  Matrons  and  ask  for  advice.  They  are  advised  gener- 
ally on  matters  which  pertain  to  their  present  and  future  comfort 
and  welfare,  and  how  and  what  to  prepare  for  the  coming  infant. 
The  work  is  becoming  increasingly  popular  in  the  district,  and  good 
results  should  in  time  accrue. 

Death  Enquiry  Visits. — 166  visits  were  made  to  make  some 
enquiries  as  to  the  death  of  infants. 

Infant  Consultations. — The  town’s  Matrons  may  be  seen  at  the 
Town  Hall  any  morning  (Sunday  excepted)  at  about  9-45  for  a short 
time,  and  on  Wednesdays  from  10  to  12  noon  and  2 to  5 p.m.  Full 
advantage  is  taken  of  this  ; rarely  a day  passes  but  some  one  comes, 
and  on  Wednesdays  60  to  70  or  even  more  is  the  usual  number. 
Children  who  have  not  been  thriving  are  regularly  weighed,  and  I 
personally  see  and  advise  upon  many  of  the  more  difficult  cases. 

Once  a month  there  is  a special  Wednesday.  On  this  day  a cup  of 
tea  and  a bun  or  a little  bread  and  butter  is  provided,  the  mothers  paying 
Id.  each.  The  Matrons  give  a short  practical  lecture  of  about  20  minutes’ 
duration.  The  subject  is  varied  from  time  to  time  and  comprises 
the  following  The  feeding  of  infants  ; Artificial  foods,  their  values 
and  how  to  prepare  them  ; Feeding  bottles,  the  best  kind  to  use  and 
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how  to  keep  them  clean  ; How  and  when  to  feed  and  the  amount  to 
be  given;  How  to  tell  if  food  agrees  and  if  the  child  is  thriving;  The 
general  management  of  infants  (washing,  clothing,  sleep,  etc.) ; 
Simple  ailments  and  hygiene  of  the  home. 

At  Christmas  for  the  second  year  in  succession  a special  tea 
and  entertainment  was  given  to  those  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
visiting  the  Town  Hall  during  the  year.  A present  was  given  for 
each  infant,  and  five  prizes  were  given  to  five  mothers,  a Baby 
Show  having  been  held  during  the  tea  and  after.  Over  200  mothers 
were  present,  and  the  expenses  were  defrayed  by  subscriptions  from 
members  of  the  Council,  Corporation  officials,  Medical  men  and  a 
few  other  friends. 

Instruction  in  mothercraft  is  also  given  by  Nurse  Kershaw,  to 
girls  attending  the  home-making  school,  and  to  girls  and  young 
women  at  evening  schools.  The  lectures  are  practical  and  the 
subjects  similar  to  those  above  mentioned.  To  each  class  are  given 
two  lectures.  The  evening  classes  for  young  women  are  given 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Governors  of  the  Dewsbury  Endowed 
Schools  Foundation  and  have  been  held  during  the  year  at  eight 
centres,  viz.  : — at  the  Thornhill  Lees,  Ravensthorpe,  Walker’s 
Endowed,  St.  Paulinus,  Eastboro’,  Victoria  Jubilee,  Dewsbury  Moor 
and  Boothroyd  Lane  Schools.  From  12  to  30  persons  attended  the 
lectures. 

The  amount  spent  by  the  Corporation  in  supplying  food  and 
other  necessaries  to  lying-in  mothers  and  babies  was  £119  14s.  10d., 
viz.  — £3  Is.  lOd.  more  than  duing  the  previous  year.  During  the 
coal  strike  considerable  help  was  given,  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
year  much  less  has  been  required. 

The  number  of  mothers  and  babies  to  whom  nourishment,  etc., 


was  provided,  is  as  follows  : — 

Mothers. 

Babies. 

Dewsbury  area 

98 

124 

Ravensthorpe  area 

12 

45 

Soothills  ,, 

25 

46 

Thornhill  ,, 

25 

42 

160 

257 
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Administration  of  Midwives’  Act.  — Fourteen  Registered 
Midwives,  twelve  of  whom  reside  in  the  Borough,  are  on  the  County 
Borough  Register.  The  twelve  residents  live  in  the  different 
districts  as  follows  : — 

Dewsbury  Old  Borough  ...  ...  7 

Ravensthorpe  ...  ...  ...  2 

Soothill  Nether  ...  ...  ...  1 

Thornhill  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

12 

Of  the  above  twelve  two  have  passed  the  examination  of  the 
Central  Midwives’  Board,  and  they  both  reside  in  Ravensthorpe. 

I have  visited  all  midwives  and  found  their  home  conditions 
satisfactory.  I find  there  is  very  considerable  ignorance  of  the 
Rules  of  the  Board,  and  consequently  they  have  not  by  any  means 
been  carried  out  in  their  entirety. 

Rule  13  says — “ The  Midwife  shall  take  and  record  the  pulse 
and  temperature  at  each  visit.”  Only  one  has  done  this. 
Two  only  are  really  able  to  read  the  thermometer,  two  are 
uncertain  and  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  give  a correct 
reading,  the  others  are  totally  ignorant  on  the  matter,  and 
only  one  seemed  to  know  the  rule  above  mentioned. 

Rules  19,  21  and  22  have  not  been  properly  understood  by 
nearly  all,  and  therefore  not  carried  out.  When  a 
Midwife  desires  or  should  have  medical  help  she  should  fill 
up  three  special  forms,  one  should  be  handed  to  the  husband 
or  the  nearest  relative  or  friend  present  in  order  that  it  may 
be  forwarded  to  the  medical  man,  one  the  Midwife  should 
keep,  and  the  third  she  should  send  to  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  as  soon  as  possible,  but  within  24  hours. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  four  are  such  poor  scholars  that  it  has 
been  almost  impossible  for  them  to  carry  out  rules. 

The  registers  and  records  of  cases  are  satisfactorily  kept 
except  that  there  is  no  record  of  pulse  or  temperature  anywhere 
except  as  I have  said,  in  one  case.  Several  of  the  Midwives  have 
their  registers  written  up  by  some  other  member  of  her  household. 

The  Midwives’  appliances  are  satisfactorily  kept  except  in  one 
instance,  and  in  this  case  the  Midwife  had  attended  no  confinement 
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for  two  years,  hence  everything  had  got  neglected.  There  were  at 
my  first  visit  a few  faults  as  to  detail.  Two  bags  had  no  removable 
washable  lining,  two  midwives  had  no  washing  dress,  one  had  no 
appliance  for  giving  enemata,  and  two  had  no  thermometer. 

During  this  year  (1914)  I am  reserving  an  hour  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  last  Monday  in  each  month  for  Midwives.  I am  trying 
to  teach  them  how  to  read  the  thermometer,  explaining  rules,  and 
shall  then  deal  in  a simple  form  with  many  matters  relating  to 
midwifery  and  the  attention  to  be  given  to  the  mother  and  child. 

From  April  1st  to  December  31st,  1913,  I have  received  the 
following  notifications  : — 


Death  of  the  Mother  or  Child 

2 (both  the  Infants) 

Still  births  ... 

...  13 

Sending  for  Medical  help 

...  12 

27 

Dewsbury  Day  Nursery.— In  1913  a Day  Nursery  has  been 
established  entirely  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  young  children 
whilst  their  mothers  are  at  work. 

The  Committe  is  made  up  of  local  residents  of  both  sexes, 
though  the  Working  House  Committee  is  composed  entirely  of 
ladies.  The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee — Councillor 
Dwyer — and  myself  are  on  the  General  Committee.  The  Health 
Committee  of  the  Dewsbury  Corporation  have  always  taken  a great 
interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  infants,  and  have 
furthered  every  proposition  I have  put  before  them  in  this  respect. 
This  again  is  reflected  in  the  fact  that  the  Chairman  is  a member  of 
the  above  Committee. 

The  Nursery  was  opened  in  August,  and  at  first  the  results  were 
disappointing,  especially  to  those  who,  like  myself,  believe  that  an 
institution  of  this  kind  should  be  productive  of  much  good  in  an 
industrial  district  like  ours.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  those 
private  individuals  who  were  paid  to  look  after  infants  whilst  the 
mothers  were  at  work,  would  look  upon  the  Day  Nursery  with  much 
favour,  and  many  are  the  untrue,  spiteful  statements,  reported  to 
have  been  made  against  it.  Again,  the  charges  have  been  considered 
too  high.  They  are  high  compared  with  similar  institutions  in  other 
towns,  but  they  are  actually  less  than  mothers  have  paid  to  indi- 
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vidual  women  ; and  the  difference  in  the  attention  received  and 
accommodation  provided  is  on  quite  another  plane. 

The  Committee  have  wisely  set  their  face  against  encouraging 
factory  work  for  married  women,  and  have  decided  not  to  admit 
children  in  order  to  facilitate  mothers  going  to  work  if  on  enquiry  it 
is  found  that  financially  there  is  no  necessity. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  any  prejudice  held  by  working  mothers 
against  the  Nursery  has  disappeared,  as  is  shown  by  more  recent 
additions  to  the  early  meagre  number  of  children  present.  There  are 
now  frequently  a dozen  -babies  in  the  Nursery,  and  I doubt  not 
but  that  the  full  complement,  which  is  about  20-25,  will  soon 
be  attained. 

1.  The  Nursery  is  open  on  work-days  from  5-30  a m.  to  6-30 

p.m.  except  on  Saturdays,  when  it  is  closed  at  1 p.m. 

2.  Children  are  received  from  4 weeks  to  4 years  old. 

6.  A charge  of  8d.  per  day  (6d.  on  Saturday)  will  be  made  for 
each  child,  and  must  be  paid  daily  on  admission  ; but  a 
reduced  charge  of  6d.  per  day  will  be  made  for  breast-fed 
children.  (8ee  Rule  9). 

9.  Mothers  who  breast-feed  their  babies  may  attend  at  the 
Nursery  for  that  purpose  for  half-an-hour  between  12  and 
2 o'clock,  except  on  Saturdays.  A plain  dinner  will  be 
provided  (except  on  Saturdays)  for  such  mothers  at  a 
charge  of  3d.,  on  their  giving  notice  to  the  Matron. 


Section  VIII. —Vital  Statistics  of  the  District. 

As  stated  in  Section  I.  the  population  of  the  whole  Borough  was 
estimated  to  be  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1913,  53,856. 

The  population  for  each  district  was  as  follows  : — 


Dewsbury  Old  Borough  ...  ...  27,718 

Ravensthorpe  ...  ...  ...  6,540 

Soothills  ...  ...  ...  8,060 

Thornhill  ...  ...  ...  11,538 


53,856 


Upon  the  above  figures  will  the  various  rates  be  calculated. 
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Births. — The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  was  1,265,  an  increase  of  56  over  the  previous  year. 
Six  of  the  infants’  mothers  were  non-residents  of  the  Borough,  but 
came  into  Dewsbury  for  their  confinements.  Two  residents  gave 
birth  to  children  whilst  they  were  away  from  the  district,  therefore, 
to  arrive  at  the  net  births  belonging  to  Dewsbury,  six  must  be 
subtracted  from,  and  two  added  to  the  number  of  births  registered. 
The  net  births  amounted  to  1,261,  which  is  equal  to  a birth-rate  of 
23-4  per  1,000  persons  liviug. 

According  to  the  returns  received  from  the  four  Registrars,  the 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  net  births  from  each  district 
for  each  month  of  the  year,  and  also  the  birth-rate  per  1,000  living 
for  the  year  for  each  district : — 


Dewsbury. 

RavensthTpe 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Total. 

Month. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

j Male 

J Female. 

Total. 

J Male. 

j Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total,  j 

January... 

31 

33 

64 

10 

6 

16 

13 

6 

19 

14 

7 

21 

68 

52 

120 

February 

36 

32 

68 

7 

7 

14 

10 

10 

20 

8 

9 

17 

61 

58 

119 

March 

22 

22 

44 

6 

11 

17 

5 

6 

11 

9 

4 

13 

42 

43 

85 

April  

22 

28 

50 

6 

5 

11 

6 

8 

14 

8 

12 

20 

42 

53 

95 

May  

26 

27 

53 

9 

5 

14 

12 

1 

13 

7 

8 

15 

54 

41 

95 

J une 

40 

31 

71 

9 

7 

16 

13 

12 

25 

15 

9 

24 

77 

59 

136 

July  

32 

28 

60 

3 

5 

8 

10 

8 

18 

6 

10 

16 

51 

51 

102 

August  ... 

30 

26 

56 

7 

6 

13 

3 

15 

18 

14 

10 

24 

54 

57 

111 

September 

24 

18 

42 

8 

6 

14 

7 

4 

11 

4 

11 

15 

43 

39 

82 

October... 

21 

28 

49 

3 

7 

10 

12 

10 

22 

14 

17 

31 

50 

62 

112 

November 

23 

24 

47 

9 

8 

17 

5 

5 

10 

12 

9 

21 

49 

46 

95 

December 

27 

33 

60 

9 

8 

17 

9 

5 

14 

9 

9 

18 

54 

55 

109 

Total 

334 

330 

664 

86 

81 

167 

105 

90 

195 

120 

115 

235 

645 

616 

1261 

Birth  rate  per 
1,000  living 

23-9 

25-5 

24-2 

20-36 

23-4 

The  rate  for  the  whole  Borough  showed  a satisfactory  increase. 
This  increase  applied  to  each  area,  Thornhill  excepted.  The 
increased  rate  was  mostly  marked  in  Ravensthorpe.  The  decrease 
in  Thornhill  amounted  to  T86  per  1,000  living. 

The  birth-rate  in  the  four  areas  for  the  past  four  years  is  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — 


1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Dewsbury 

21-17 

21-6 

22-76 

23-9 

Ravensthorpe  ... 

18-08 

20-5 

22-75 

25-5 

Soothills 

18-53 

24-14 

20-8 

24-2 

Thornhill 

22-01 

20-9 

22-2 

20-36 

86 


The  birth-rate  for  Dewsbury  more  nearly  approaches  that  for 
England  and  Wales  than  ever  it  has  before,  being  only  -5  per  1,000 
living  less.  The  rates  for  the  whole  couutry,  the  great  towns  and 
the  smaller  towns  show  an  increase  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  as  does  Dewsbury,  but  in  greater  degree;  but  our  rate  is  1*7 
per  1,000  living  less  than  that  for  the  96  great  towns. 


The  natural  increase  of 

the  population 

is  the  excess  of  net 

births  over  the  net 

deaths. 

The  following  shows 

the  natural 

increase  in  the  several 

areas  for  the  past  four 

years  : — 

1910.  1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Dewsbury 

77 

102 

132 

154 

Ravensthorpe 

34 

23 

50 

46 

Soothills 

14 

52 

71 

69 

Thornhill 

90 

49 

118 

85 

Total 

. 215 

226 

371 

354 

Illegitimate  Births. — In  the  whole  Borough  there  were 
during  the  year  55  illegitimate  births,  24  being  males  and  31  females. 
Of  these,  5 were  births  of  children  whose  mothers  had  come  into  a 
Public  Institution  in  Dewsbury  for  their  confinements.  There  was 
one  illegitimate  child  belonging  to  the  Borough,  but  born  elsewhere. 
The  total  number  belonging  to  the  Borough  therefore  was  51, 
distributed  as  follows  : — Dewsbury  31,  Ravensthorpe  3,  Soothills  4, 
Thornhill  13. 

The  ratio  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  births  for  the  whole  of 
the  Borough  in  1910  was  49-09,  in  1911,  45'6,  in  1912,  46-7,  and  in 
1913,  40-4. 

The  ratio  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  births  in  each  area  for 


certain  years  is 

shown  as 

follows  : — 

Year. 

Dewsbury. 

Ravensthorpe. 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

1903 

62-12 

1904 

64-08 

1905 

78  01 

1906 

54-77 

1907 

89-5 

1908 

84-4 

1909 

98-3 

1910 

62-5 

25-4 

10-8 

32-9 

1911 

64-8 

38-1 

26-1 

16-8 

1912 

64-8 

20-4 

24-1 

3-5 

1913 

46-7 

17-9 

20-5 

55-3 

87 


Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  with  the  four 
Registrars  as  having  taken  place  in  the  whole  of  Dewsbury  during 
1913,  is  973  — 508  males  and  465  females.  To  arrive  at  the  number 
of  “ net  deaths  ” and  also  the  death-rate  of  the  Borough,  the  number 
of  deaths  of  Dewsbury  “residents”  occuring  outside  the  district 
must  be  added,  and  the  number  of  deaths  of  “non-residents” 
occurring  in  the  Borough  must  be  subtracted. 


Dewsbury  C.B.  Calculation  of  net  total  deaths  belonging  to 
the  district,  1913. 


Males. 

Females. 

Persons. 

Total  deaths  registered  in  district 

508 

465 

973 

Add  deaths  of  “residents”  of  Dews- 

bury  occurring  outside  the  district... 

20 

17 

37 

528 

482 

1010 

Subtract  deaths  of  “non-residents” 

occurring  within  the  district 

54 

49 

103 

Net  total  deaths  belonging  to  the 
district 

474 

433 

907 

The  number  of  net  deaths  and  the  percentage  of  total  deaths 
occurring  during  each  month  of  the  year,  and  each  quarter  for  the 
whole  Borough,  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


1913. 

j Persons. 

J Males. 

Females. 

Percentage 

of  Total 
Deaths. 

j Persons. 

Cfi 

© 

j Females. 

Percentage 
of  Total 
Deaths. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

January  ... 

81 

45 

36 

8-9 

February 

72 

41 

31 

7-9 

March 

101 

39 

62 

11-1 

1st  Quarter 

254 

125 

129 

28-0. 

April 

85 

48 

37 

94 

May 

70 

36 

34 

7-7 

June 

73 

36 

37 

8-0 

2nd  Quarter 

228 

120 

108 

25-1 

July 

58 

27 

31 

6-4 

August 

75 

43 

32 

8-3 

September 

68 

40 

28 

7-5 

3rd  Quarter 

201 

110 

91 

22-2 

October  ... 

67 

34 

33 

7-4 

November 

70 

41 

29 

7-8 

December 

87 

44 

43 

9-6 

4th  Quarter 

224 

119 

105 

24-7 

Total  1913 

907 

474 

433 

88 


Death  Rate.—  The  mean  population  for  the  year  being  esti- 
mated to  have  been  53,856  persons,  and  the  net  total  deaths  from 
all  causes  belonging  to  the  whole  district  being  907,  the  general 
death-rate  for  the  year  was  16-8  per  1,000  living. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  following  table  of  death- 
rates  of  the  rest  of  the  country  is  given  : — 


Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  from  all  causes. 


Average. 

10  years, 
1891-1900. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

913 

England  and 

Wales  . . 

18-2 

16-9 

16  2 

15-4 

16-2 

15-2 

15-4 

15  9 

14-7 

14-5 

13-4 

14-6 

13-3 

13  7 

Gt.  Towns  . . 

18-5 

17-3 

17-2 

15-7 

160 

154 

149 

14-7 

13-4 

15  5 

138 

14  3 

Smaller  Towns 

15  6 

14-4 

14-4 

14-5 

14-0 

139 

12  4 

13-8  12-4 

12-8 

England  and 

Wales  lesF 

the  Towns 

153 

14-9 

15  0 

14-7 

14-7 

14-5 

136 

13-9  12  9 

131 

Dewsbury 

MB 

21-29 

20-1 

181 

19-0 

20-72 

19-09 

18-23 

18-14 

190 

18-87 

16-5 

174  15-4 

16-8 

The  crude  death-rates  for  the  several  areas  of  the  Borough 
during  1910,  1911,  1912  and  1913,  calculated  according  to  their 
estimated  populations,  were  : — 


1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Dewsbury  Old  Borough 

18-2 

' 17-9 

18*0 

18  03 

Ravensthorpe  ... 

13-4 

168 

15-0 

18*3 

Soothills 

16-6 

16*5 

11-9 

15  6 

Thornhill 

13-8 

17T 

11-9 

130 

Net  Deaths  for  each  Locality  were  as  follows:  — 


Dewsbury  . . . 
Ravensthorpe 
Soothills 
Thornhill  ... 


510  net  deaths. 


121 

126 

150 


) 1 


The  calculation  is  made  in  the  following  way:  — 

Take  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  locality. 

Add  (1)  The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  of  this  locality 
who  died  in  another  locality  of  the  Borough. 

(2)  The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  of  this  locality 
who  died  outside  the  Borough. 

Subtract  ( 1 ) The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  of  other 
localities  of  the  Borough  which  took  place  in 
the  locality. 

(2)  The  number  of  deaths  of  non-residents  of  the 
Borough  taking  place  in  the  locality. 


The  following  table  worked  out  on  the  above  lines  gives  the  net  deaths  from  each  of  the  four  sub-registration 

districts  of  the  Borough. 
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Locality. 

Dewsbury 

Ravenstkorpe 

Soothills 

Thornhill 

EH 

Dewsbury  ... 
Ravensthorpe 
Soothills 
Thornhill  ... 

Totals 

90 


The  death-rate  for  the  whole  country  was  a little  higher  for 
1913  than  in  1912.  The  rate  for  the  Borough  was  also  higher 
and  in  greater  proportion.  The  Old  Borough  rate  was  practically 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  added  areas  showed 
considerable  increases,  viz.,  Ravensthorpe  33  ; Soothills  3-7  ; 
Thornhill  IT. 

The  first  quarter  of  the  year  was  responsible  for  the  highest 
percentage  of  deaths,  viz.,  28  per  cent.,  the  second  quarter  came 
next  with  25T  per  cent.,  the  fourth  quarter  with  24-7  per  cent.,  and 
the  third  quarter  with  22-2  per  cent. 

The  worst  months  were  March,  December,  April  and  January, 
and  the  chief  cause  of  deaths  in  each  month  was  acute  lung  diseases. 

There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  kidney  diseases,  cerebral  haemorrhage,  cancer  and  diarrhoeal 
diseases.  There  was  a decrease  in  number  of  deaths  from  acute 
infectious  diseases  and  heart  diseases.  Deaths  from  tubercular 
diseases  was  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  of  Non-Residents  in  the  Bokough. — The  number 
of  non-residents  dying  in  the  Borough  was  103,  viz.,  54  males  and 
49  females.  With  the  exception  of  four  all  died  in  public  insti- 
tutions to  which  they  had  been  admitted  on  account  of  illness.  Of 
the  four  above  mentioned,  two  died  in  private  houses,  one  was  killed 
in  a pit,  and  the  other  was  drowned  in  the  canal. 


The  following  table  shows  the  places 
non-residents : — 

of  residence 

of  the  103 

District. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Batley 

20 

16 

36 

Morley 

12 

3 

15 

Ossett 

2 

6 

8 

Heckmondwike 

7 

10 

17 

Liversedge  ... 

2 

7 

9 

Mirfield 

7 

1 

8 

Birstall 

1 

3 

4 

Bradford 

1 

1 

Middlestown 

1 

1 

Birkenshaw 

1 

1 

Gomersal  ... 

1 

1 

Hunslet 

1 

1 

Goole 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

54 

49 

103 

91 


The  causes  of  deaths  of  non-residents  were  : — 

Scarlet  Fever ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ..  ...  2 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Enteric  Fever  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tubercular  Disease  of  Lungs  ...  ...  5 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pernicious  Anaemia  ...  ...  ...  3 

Debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Old  Age  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Apoplexy  ...  11 

Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  10 

Intestinal  Obstruction  ...  ...  ...  1 

Peritonitis  and  Appendicitis  ...  ...  4 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ...  ...  4 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


103 


Deaths  of  Residents  outside  the  Borough. — The  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents  dying  outside  the 
Borough  allotted  to  each  locality,  and  the  place  of  death  : — 


Dewsbury. 

RfiTens- 

thorpe. 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

*3 

o 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

H 

A. — In  Public  Institutions: 

Leeds  Infirmary 

1 

1 

Leeds  Women  & Children’s  Hospital 

2 

2 

Batley  Hospital 

2 

2 

Bradford  Royal  Infirmary 

1 

1 

Warwick  and  Coventry  Hospital 

1 

1 

Storthes  Hall  Asylum 

4 

5 

1 

1 

11 

Wakefield  Asylum 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Maltings  Farm  Sanatorium 

1 

1 

B. — Other  than  Public  Institutions: 

Leeds 

1 

1 

2 

Sheffield 

1 

1 

Batley 

1 

1 

Aylesbury 

Turton,  U.D.  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Flamborough  ... 

1 

1 

Mirfield 

1 

1 

Kirkheaton 

1 

1 

Bradford 

1 

1 

11 

13 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 1 

37 

92 


Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  1913. — The  total  number 
of  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  within  the  district  was  218.  Of 
these  129  were  males  and  89  were  females. 


Deaths  in  Public  Institutious  within  the  district,  1913  : — 


Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Residents  ... 

119 

77 

42 

Non-Residents 

99 

52 

47 

Totals  ... 

218 

129 

89 

The  following  table  shows  the  Public  Institutions  in  the 
Borough  in  which  deaths  occurred  : — 


Institution. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Residents. 

Non- 

Residents. 

Dewsbury  Union  Workhouse 

157 

80 

77 

Dewsbury  General  Infirmary 

51 

34 

17 

Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  Board 

10 

5 

5 

Uncertified  Deaths  and  Inquests. — There  were  973  total 
deaths  registered  with  the  four  Registrars  during  the  year.  In  908 
cases  the  deaths  were  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners  ; 
in  65  cases  inquests  were  held  by  the  Coroner  and  certificates  given 
by  him. 


In  the  sub-registration  district  of 


Dewsbury 

there  were  44  inquests. 

Mirfield  (Ravensthorpe) 

12  inquests. 

Soothill 

4 inquests. 

Thornhill 

5 inquests. 
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Tabulation  of  the  Causes  of  Deaths  and  the  Ages  at  Death. 
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Deaths  in  Public! 

Institutions.  1 

*??.;  Resid’ts 
Kesia  ts 

M 

F 

M F 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 1 

2 

O 

O 

2 

12  1 

1 

4 

3 

10  2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11 

8 

7 1 

1 

3 1 

1 

2 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 3 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 1 

3 

4 

4 3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 1 

1 1 

1 

1 3 

4 

2 1 

3 

2 

1 2 

1 

1 

4 

5 3 

1 

2 

] 

2 

L 1 

6 

I 2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Smallpox 
Chickenpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Epidemic  Influenza 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Crou 
Measles 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  . . 

Epidemic  and  Zymotic  Diarrhoea 
Gastritis  and  Enteritis 
Typhoid  Fever 
Anthrax. . 

Syphilis . . 

Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Fever 
Septicaemia 
Tubercular  Meningitis 
Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Cancer  . . 

Rheumatism 
Diabetes 
Lead  Poisoning 
Leucocythasmia 
Pernicious  Anaemi 
Premature  Birth 
Rickets  . . 

Developmental  Diseases  & Congenital  Defec 
Want  of  Breast  Milk 
Want  of  Assistance  at  Birth 
Malnutrition  Marasmus  . . 

Debility  and  Inanition 
Old  Age 
Insanity. . 

Softening  of  Brain 
G.  P.  I.  . . 

Meningitis 
Cerebral  Tumour 
Epilepsy 
Laryngitis 

Paraplegia  and  Hemiplegia 
Peripheral  Neuritis 
Convulsions 

Other  Nervous  Diseases  . . 

Valvular  Disease  of  Heart 
Pericarditis 
Dilatation  of  Heart 
Fatty  Degeneration  of  Heart 
Syncope  and  Heart  Disease 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Arterio  Sclerosis  . . 

Apoplexy 
Acute  Bronchitis  . . 

Chronic  Bronchitis 
Lobar  Pneumonia 
Broncho  Pneumonia 
Pneumonia  Undefined 
Pleurisy 
Empyema 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 
Diseases  of  Stomach 
Diseases  of  Gall  Bladder 
Intestinal  Obstruction 
Peritonitis  and  Appendicitis 
Alcoholism  and  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Other  Diseases  of  Liver  . . 

Myxoedema 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Other  Diseases  of  Urinary  System 
Affections  of  Female  Genital  Orga 
Accidents,  etc.,  of  Parturition 
Abscess  of  Brain 
Accidents  or  Negligence 
Suicides . . 

Found  Dead 
Croup  (simple)  . 

Suffocation 
Atelectasis 
Tetanus . . 

Illdefined  Causes 
All  Other  Causes 
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0-1 


M F 


21 

1 


3 

10 


1 

11 


11 


1 

10 


13 


1-2 


M F 


2-3 

8-4 

4-5 

M F 

M F 

M F 

1 

4 1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 


1 


1 1 
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6-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-46 

45-65 

55-65 

65-75 

Over  75 

5 Years 
and  Over. 

All  Ages. 

M 

F 

P 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

M- 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 
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1 

1 

2 

1 

2 
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11 

8 

11 

5 

6 

2 

1 
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34 

21 
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2 
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Infantile  Mortality. — During  the  year  1913  there  were  166 
deaths  of  children  under  one  year  old  in  the  Borough  of  Dewsbury, 
this  being  equal  to  an  infantile  mortality  of  1316  per  1,000  births. 


The  distribution  of 

deaths 

amongst 

the 

four  sub-registration 

district  was  as  follows : 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1 ,000  births 
for  each  district. 

Dewsbury 

...  57 

39 

96 

145  5 

Kavensthorpe 

...  14 

7 

21 

125-7 

Soothills 

. 12 

10 

22 

112-8 

Thornhill 

...  10 

17 

27 

110-6 

93 

73 

166 

131-6 

The  infantile  deaths  were  distributed  amongst  the  various 
months  of  the  year  as  follows : — 


Dewsbury. 

Ravenstliorpe. 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 1 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

January 

6 

5 

11 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

10 

7 

17 

February 

10 

3 

13 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

13 

7 

20 

March 

3 

5 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

10 

13 

1st  Quarter... 

19 

13 

32 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

6 

3 

6 

9 

26 

24 

50 

April  ... 

3 

1 

4 

4 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

4 

12 

May 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

8 

June  ... 

6 

2 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

7 

13 

2nd  Quarter... 

13 

4 

17 

4 

4 

8 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

5 

20 

13 

33 

July 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

9 

August... 

3 

6 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

7 

11 

September 

8 

4 

12 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

2 

3 

13 

8 

21 

3rd  Quarter  ... 

14 

12 

26 

3 

3 

4 

* 

6 

2 

4 

6 

23 

18 

41 

October 

1 

4 

5 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

6 

12 

November 

5 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 

3 

10 

December 

5 

4 

9 

4 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

4 

11 

9 

20 

4th  Quarter  .. 

11 

10 

21 

6 

1 

7 

3 

4 

7 

4 

3 

7 

24 

18 

42 

Totals 

57 

39 

96 

14 

7 

21 

12 

10 

22 

10 

17 

27 

93 

73 

166 

95 


The  following  table  shows  the  infantile  mortality  in  Dewsbury 
and  other  parts  of  the  country  for  the  past  thirteen  years  : — 


Number  of  deaths  under  1 year  of  age  to  1,000  Births. 


Average, 
10  years, 
1891-1900. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

England  and 

Wales  ... 

154 

151 

133 

132 

146 

128 

133 

118 

121 

109 

106 

130 

95 

109 

West  Riding... 

164 

168 

138 

111 

Great  Towns 

145 

160 

140 

146 

127 

128 

118 

115 

140 

101 

116 

SmallerTowns 

144 

154 

132 

138 

122 

124 

111 

104 

133 

99 

112 

England  and 

Wales  less 

the  Towns... 

125 

113 

115 

106 

110 

98 

96 

118 

86 

96 

Dewsbury 

190-5 

177 

135 

177 

165 

189 

170 

153 

165 

153 

147 

154 

102-5 

131-6 

96 
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The  following  table  shows  the  Infantile  deaths  for  each  of  the 
districts  during  past  years  : — 
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There  was  a general  rise  in  the  Infantile  mortality  rate 
throughout  the  country.  The  rise  in  Dewsbury  also  applied  to 
each  registration  district  but  more  especially  to  the  Old  Borough. 

In  order  of  demerit  the  quarters  of  the  year  were  the  first,  the 
fourth,  the  third,  and  the  second. 

The  chief  causes  of  Infantile  deaths  were  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia,  39 ; diarrhoeal  diseases,  32 ; premature  birth,  32 ; 
debility,  24.  The  last  two  causes  combined  with  congenital  malfor- 
mations and  atelectasis  accounted  for  64  deaths  or  38  per  cent,  of 
the  whole ; for  years  I have  pointed  out  the  large  number  of  deaths 
from  these  causes,  and  certainly  the  problem  of  ante  natal  hygiene 
is  one  for  the  future. 

Approximately  only  4-8  per  cent,  of  children  who  were  in  good 
condition  at  birth  died  during  the  first  year  of  life,  whereas  of  those 
weakly  born  51  per  cent,  died  within  the  year. 

Deaths  from  the  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. — 
Under  this  heading  are  included  small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria 
and  membranous  croup,  measles,  whooping  cough,  enteric  fever  and 
epidemic  diarrhoea.  There  were  46  deaths  which  is  equal  to  a rate 
of  -85  per  1,000  living.  This  is  very  satisfactory  and  lower  than  has 
been,  for  years.  Nearly  half  the  deaths  were  caused  by  diarrhoea, 
viz:  22  deaths,  then  came  measles  with  11  deaths. 


The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death  rate  from  each  of  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  together  with  the  month  in  which  they 
occurred  is  shown  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

Death  rate  per 

1,000  living. 

January. 

February. 

j March. 

April. 

cS 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October. 

November 

■ — 

December 

Totals. 

Small-pox  

Scarlet  Fever 

•05 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup 

•04 

1 

1 

2 

Measles 

•18 

2 

6 

1 

2 

11 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

•09 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Epidemic  Diarrhoeal 

Diseases 

•4 

1 

1 

5 

11 

4 

22 

Enteric  Fever 

•05 

1 

• 

1 

1 

3 

Totals  

•85 

4 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

11 

10 

1 

3 

46 
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The  deaths  from  the  epidemic  diseases  were  distributed  amongst 
the  four  areas  as  follows  : — 


Dews- 

bury. 

Ravens- 

thorpe. 

Soot- 

hills.- 

Thorn- 

hill. 

Total. 

Small-pox  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Measles 

10 

1 

11 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

3 

5 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  ... 

16 

2 

1 

3 

22 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

31 

9 

2 

4 

46 

Rate  per  1,000  living... 

M2 

1-37 

•24 

•34 

•85 

Deaths  from  Tubercular  Diseases. — The  following  table 

gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  consumption  and  other  tubercular 

diseases  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  1913,  and  in  the  separate 
areas. 


Dewsbury 

Ravenstli’e 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

M 

F 

T1 

M 

F 

Tl. 

M 

F 

Tl. 

M 

Tl 

M 

F 

Tl. 

Consumption 

26 

12 

38 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

5 

5 

4 

9 

34 

21 

55 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

4 

6 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

8 

13 

Totals 

30 

18 

48 

1 

3 

4 

8 

4 

7 

5 

4 

9 

39 

29 

68 

Rate  per  1,000  living 

1-7 

•6 

•86 

78 

1-26 

Age  periods  of  deaths  from  “ Consumption,”  1913,  were  : — 


Dewsbury, 

Ravens- 

thorpe. 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

m. 

F. 

Total. 

0-5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5-10 

10-15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

15-20 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

20-25 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

25-35 

10 

4 

14 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

11 

8 

19 

35-45 

7 

4 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

11 

5 

16 

45-55 

5 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

8 

55-65 

1 

1 

1 

1 

65-75 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Over  75 

26 

12 

38  | 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

5 

5 

4 

9 

34 

21 

55 

Rate  per  1,000  living  1*37 *47 132 *78  1-02 
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Age  periods  of  deaths  from  “ Other  Tubercular  Diseases,” 
1913  : — 


Dewsbury. 

Ravens- 

thorpe. 

« 

; Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

1 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

0-5 

3 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

5 

9 

5-10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10-15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15-20 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20-25 
25-35 
35-45 
45-55 
55-65 
65-75 
Over  75 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

6 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

8 

13 

Death  Rates  from  Tubercular  Diseases  during  1913. — The 
various  rates  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Tubercular  disease  of  the  lungs... 
Other  Tubercular  diseases 


126  per  1,000  living. 


1-02 

•24 


yy 


y y 


) 5 


y y 


The  following  table  shows  the  various  Tubercular  Death  Rates 
for  the  past  four  years  in  the  separate  areas  and  in  the  whole 
Borough. 


1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs... 

•08 

ITS 

0-9 

1-37 

DEWSBURY 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

•5 

•54 

•57 

•36 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1-8 

1-7 

1-5 

1-7 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  ... 

IT 

1-2 

•47 

•47 

RAVENSTHORPE... 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

T6 

T5 

•31 

-15 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1-2 

IT 

•78 

•8 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  ... 

T3 

IT 

•75 

•62 

SOOTHILLS 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

•7 

•6 

•25 

•24 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

•8 

1-7 

1-0 

*8 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

•9 

•7 

•7 

•78 

THORNHILL 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

•27 

•35 

•44 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

I'll 

1-5 

1T4 

*78 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  ... 

0-8 

1-08 

0-8 

1-02 

WHOLE  BOROUGH  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

OT 

•5 

•46 

*24 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1-2 

1'55 

1-26 

1-26 
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The  death  rate  from  “ all  forms  of  tuberculosis  ” was  the  same 
in  1913  as  in  the  previous  year.  There  was  however  an  increase  in 
deaths  from  “ tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,”  but  a corresponding 
decrease  in  deaths  from  “ other  tubercular  diseases.”  The  Old 
Borough  had  the  highest  rates  when  considering  the  several  areas, 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  Old  Borough  is  handicapped 
to  some  extent  when  compared  with  the  other  areas,  from  the  fact 
that  there  are  several  Model  Lodging  Houses.  During  every  year 
several  people  will  be  notified  as  suffering  from  tubercular  disease, 
and  their  only  addresses  at  the  time  are  lodging  houses,  they  may 
only  have  lived  there  a couple  of  months  or  even  much  less,  but 
still  we  have  to  accept  them  as  bona-fide  residents. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  tables  on  age  periods  show  that  the 
largest  proportion  of  deaths  from  consumption  takes  place  during 
the  middle  age  periods  of  life,  whilst  those  from  “ other  tubercular 
diseases”  occur  during  the  first  few  years  of  life. 

Cancer. — There  was  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  this  disease,  viz.  : — 78  as  compared  with  58  during  the  previous 
year.  They  were  equally  distributed  between  the  two  sexes. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents  from  malignant  disease  in  each  area,  and  also  the  parts 

of  the  body  affected  : — 
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•nvxoj] 

19 

6 

4 

10 

17 

5 

9 

8 

78 

Pakts  of  the  Body  Affected. 

•ponns  iou 

" ®ws 

1 

tH  rH 

1 

•9inds 

rH 

rH 

CO 

•9S0^[ 

CO 

f— H CO 

1 CO 

1 

•spnepp) 

rH 

rH  rH  1 CC 

1 

•ureig 

rH  1 rH 

1 

•rapp-Bia 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

•StU9!^£[ 

r-l  CO 

CO 

US'BGig 

CO  CO 

tH 

•Sung 

rH 

rH 

CO 

CO 

•uinguo^ugg 

r—i  rH 

CO 

CO 

•ungogg 

CO  rH 

CO  rH 

•gugsgpuj 

tH  tH 

CO  rH 

CO 

•sugaoung 

rH 

rH 

*j[9Aig 

tH  i—l 

CO  CO  rH 

•qonuxo^g 

lO  rH  CO  xO 

rH  05  CO 

CO 

CO 

•snSnqdosgQ 

rH 

rH 

CO 

•gnSuog 

CO  CO 

hH 

All  forms  of 

Malignant  Disease. 

Dewsbury 

Ravensthorpe 

Soothills 

Thornhill 

Dewsbury 

Ravensthorpe 

Soothills 

Thornhill 

•SQl'BH 

•sgpeuigg 

TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913  and  previous  Years.  Dewsbury  C.B. 
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Isolation  Hospital — Name  and  Situation — 

Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  Board’s  Isolation  Hospital,  situate  in  Soothill  Nether,  Dewsbury 
Total  available  Beds,  100.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  3 

Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  Board’s  Smallpox  Hospital,  situate  in  Ossett. 

Total  available  Beds,  40.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  1 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 

Dewsbury  C.B. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  ages.  ^ 

® bl- 

under 1 year.  A ^ 

eath 
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or  w] 

CD 

^ m 

© f-> 

r—  © 
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’ wh< 
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<D 

^ © 
© * 
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© £ 
CM 

die  si 
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© . 
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3 $ 
nd 

C3  ,— | 

iO 

nbjoi 

OCCl 

Dis 

n 

CD 

© fH 

© o3 
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^ * 
o 

rH 

ned 

irrin, 

n’ict. 

Sh 

CD 

^ m 

Pi  n 
© ce 
© 

© ^ 

o 

0-1 

45  and  under  J aq 

65  years.  g.-  ® 

of 

hin 

i 

c© 

© 03 

*'8 

ce 

lO 

CO 

Total  deaths  whether  of 

“Residents”  or  “Non- 

Residents”  in  Institu- 

tions in  the  District. 

A11  (Certified 

907 

166 

38 

37 

18 

29 

123 

233 

263 

218 

All  causes  ^ Uncertified  ... 

Enteric  Fever ... 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Smallpox 

Measles 

11 

2 

1 

8 

• 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Influenza 

9 

2 

3 

4 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)... 

55 

2 

3 

5 

35 

9 

1 

18 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

7 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

78 

1 

8 

40 

29 

19 

Rheumatic  Fever 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Meningitis 

16 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

81 

4 

8 

38 

31 

13 

Bronchitis 

72 

13 

2 

1 

1 

3 

24 

28 

9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

74 

26 

10 

12 

2 

4 

9 

11 

8 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs 

6 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

49 

33 

11 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

7 

3 

4 

8 

Alchoholism  ... 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

52 

1 

1 

2 

9 

26 

13 

12 

Puerperal  Fever 

5 

5 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition  ... 

10 

10 

2 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malform- 

ation,  including  Premature  Birth 

65 

62 

1 

2 

4 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide  ... 

16 

1 

4 

4 

4 

3 

9 

Suicide 

9 

4 

3 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases  .. 

258 

22 

4 

3 

2 

2 

22 

68 

135 

85 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Totals 

907 

166 

38 

37 

18 

29 

123 

233 

263 

218 

Sub-Entries. — included  in  above 

figures. 

Anthrax 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia 

22 

2 

2 

2 

3 

6 

7 

4 

Pneumonia  Undefined 

4 

1 

1 

2 
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TABLE  IY. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1913. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 

under  1 year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 year. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

four  weeks. 

4 weeks  and 

under  3 months. 

3 months  and 

under  6 months. 

6 months  and 

under  9 months. 

9 months  and 

under  12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 year. 

. „ r,  (Certified 

All  Causes  j Uncertified  . . 

42 

9 

7 

8 

66 

26 

23 

25 

26 

166 

Small-pox... 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

2 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Convulsions 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

10 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

4 

2 

3 

2 

2 

13 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

5 

4 

6 

10 

26 

Diarrhoea... 

3 

7 

8 

3 

21 

Enteritis  ... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

11 

Gastritis  ... 

1 

1 

Syphilis  ... 

Rickets 

1 

1 

Suffocation,  overlying 

2 

2 

2 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

2 

2 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Premature  Birth 

23 

1 

2 

1 

27 

4 

1 

32 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

10 

3 

1 

2 

16 

5 

2 

1 

24 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

42 

9 

7 

8 

66 

26 

23 

25 

26 

166 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


legitimate 

illegitimate 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  • 


legitimate  infants 
illegitimate  infants  ... 


1206 

55 

154 

12 


